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About the cover: Mass at St. John the Baptist
Parish in Searles.

Message from Monsignor Grams

In my Christmas homily, I mentioned the joy
that flows from the mystery of the incarnation,
God taking on human flesh and living among us.
This joy should be reflected in our lives and
relationships.  I recalled how Frs. Ahlers, Bruno,
Cornelius and I planned to harvest a Christmas
tree together, in order to create a stronger bond
among us. Unfortunately, only Frs. Ahlers and
Cornelius were able to harvest the tree, but the
four of us were able to spend an evening, just
before Christmas, decorating the tree, and another
evening in late January, taking it down. (I thought

about creating a personalized
Christmas card.  I could
photo-shop the faces of the
three associates over those of
the three wise men, and I
could be the camel, taking
them to their unimagined
destination.  Prudence
prevailed, and I scrapped the
idea).

In my two and one-half
years as pastor of the AFC, I
am grateful for the

commitment of the staff, three priests and deacon
who assist me in carrying out the work of the
Church. I pray that God’s grace will be with us
through the remaining weeks of winter and the
Lenten season.

Each of the priests in the AFC has his own
style and accent, and each brings his joy of the
priesthood to the celebration of the sacraments
and pastoral work.  The four of us make an
attempt to pray and share a common meal each

Wednesday. These
meals are very
relaxing.  It is a time
for laughter and
serious conversation.
In the Easter season
we plan to take turns
preparing and serving
a favorite dish and
enjoy a movie night
together. I have great
memories of being an associate at Cathedral.
The most memorable times revolved around the
evening meal.  Often, we left the table in tears
of laughter.  One of my goals is that the priests
serving the Holy Cross Area Faith Community
have a similar experience. 

As Minnesotans, we are acclimated to the
snow and cooler temperatures.  Fr. Bruno and
Fr. Cornelius are adapting to the colder weather
and driving conditions. During the Lenten
season, what can we do to help ourselves,
family members and friends become better
acclimated to the practices of prayer, fasting
and almsgiving?

In the Liturgy of the Hours on Sundays we
often pray the Canticle of Daniel, chapter 3: 
“Every shower and dew, bless the Lord.  
All you winds, bless the Lord. 
Fire and heat, bless the Lord. 
Dew and rain, bless the Lord. 
Frost and chill, bless the Lord. 
Ice and chill, bless the Lord…”

In the midst of the snow and ice, we thank
God who provides us with shelter from the
elements. Let us provide warmth, joy and
support to one another.  

...each brings his
joy of the
priesthood to the
celebration of the
sacraments and
pastoral work
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Pastoral Planning Three priests of our diocese
wil retire this June.  Although all three will con-
tinue to serve as senior associates, they will be
stepping out of the administrative role as serving
as pastor. This will require younger priests to be
assigned to take their place.
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By Brenda Lenertz

Over 90 individuals from our Holy Cross
Area Faith Community participated in our latest
adult study, “Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible,” by Jeff Cavins.  In our eight part study,
we were presented with the “big picture” of the
Bible - God’s plan of salvation as it unfolds
throughout Sacred Scripture – and shown the
remarkable connections between the Old and
New Testaments.  Participants came away with a
better understanding of how our Catholic Faith is
rooted in Scripture.  

Some participant comments:
• It sparked my interest in Sacred Scripture.
• This is a new way of learning the Bible – I
understood still deeper how to read the Bible.
• This program was absolutely an incredible
source in comprehending better the Scriptures. 
• This program should be taught to high school
students. 
• “The New Testament lies hidden in the Old
and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New”
(St. Augustine).  This is typology.
• The take-away for me is: Jesus fulfills the
Old Testament!
• All the mirroring in the Bible is pretty amaz-
ing.  Old Testament – Jesus - Peter – Paul –
saints and us.  This will shape my Bible reading
activity for years.

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible

• This study put so many pieces together for
me. I felt the story developing from the first ses-
sion to the climax of the final session. I learned so
much from this!  It filled me with spiritual growth
and understanding.

 
 
 

The HCAFC presents: 
 

 
 

 

An Evening with Fr. Leo Patlinghug 
 

 

Author, TV and radio host, chef, and 
martial arts championship title holder   

 
 

March 7 from 7-8:15pm   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Feed your family, feed your faith 
 



By Peggy Schlumpberger

In late December, several Holy Cross AFC organ-
ists were blessed to have Aaron Hirsch share his
expertise and instruction on both of the beautiful new
organs in our AFC—the J.F. Nordlie Company organ
at Cathedral of the Holy Trinity and the restored
Holtkamp organ at Church of St. Mary (restored by
the Rutz Organ Company). Mr. Hirsch discussed
many of the stops on each instrument and their sug-
gested uses. The organists were introduced to some
modern technology on the organs, such as the ability
for each organist to save multiple stop setups to recall
with the push of one button (piston), the option of
saving settings to a portable flash drive, and also the
ability of recording their music to be played back
hands free, giving the organist a chance to hear their
recorded piece from different areas of the church.

The time spent with Aaron was very beneficial,
informative and enlightening, and it was a privilege
for our organists to receive the tips, suggestions and
information from Aaron.

As the five parishes in our AFC face the challenge
of obtaining organists to play at Masses, we need to
recruit and retain those who are skilled in the art of
playing these beautiful instruments in our churches.
Having a solid knowledge of music and the ability to
play the piano well are the first steps in becoming an

Hirsch Provides Instruction on Parish Organs
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By Penny Forst

John Hayes is in Theology II at the St. Paul Seminary, pursuing
his studies for the ministerial priesthood. John is a member of the
Church of St. Gregory the Great, Lafayette.  His parents are Patricia
and Thomas Hayes. John graduated from New Ulm Area Catholic
Schools, Cathedral High School in May of 2012. After graduating
from high school, John obtained a four-year degree at the
University of St. Thomas and was part of the formation program at
the St. John Vianney Seminary. 

James Herzog is attending St. John Vianney Seminary at the
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. James is a member of
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm. His parents are Neil and
Angie Herzog. James graduated from Cathedral High School in
May of 2016. 

Please keep these young men from our area faith community in
your prayers, and pray that other young men will respond to our
Lord’s call to the priesthood in the Diocese of New Ulm. 

Seminarians from the Holy Cross AFC

organist. Learning to play notes with
your feet as you play along with your
hands is the transition from pianist to
organist. It is easier to achieve than
you may think. Our organists would
be happy to introduce others to our
organs and to give an opportunity for
interested musicians to explore if play-
ing the organ may be something they
would enjoy. It is a privilege to play
these instruments, and it is a beautiful
way to glorify God!



5

By Sara Rieland

Students and staff at New Ulm Area
Catholic Schools celebrated everything that
makes St. Anthony Elementary and Cathedral
High School great during this year’s Catholic
Schools Week event.

In addition to fun dress-up themes for
each day of the week, students at Cathedral
High School participated in a senior baby pic
guessing game, a talent show, a giant volley-
ball game, and a “guess what I got handed”
activity. Students at St. Anthony Elementary
played school-wide BINGO, saw “The
Bluebird’s Secret” presented by Minnesota
State University, Mankato, participated in the
annual spelling bee, competed in relay races, donated to Dimes for Guatemala, and watched a
movie on Friday afternoon. Grades 5-8 took their annual trip to Mt. Kato for snow skiing and
tubing, and all students and staff came together on Tuesday, January 30, for an All School
Mass, including special time for seniors to get together with their first-grade partners.
If you would like to learn more about sending your child to New Ulm Area Catholic Schools,
please visit www.nuacs.com or call us at 354-2719.

NUACS Celebrates Catholic Schools Week
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Christmas Celebrations
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Strengthening Community Through Shared Meals
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The Art of Living - Youth Ministry
By-Matthew Edens

Pope Benedict XVI, as Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger, once wrote that
evangelization means “to teach the art
of living” and that “the deepest poverty
is the inability of joy, the tediousness of
a life considered absurd and contradic-
tory.” Throughout all of Jesus’ teach-
ings, He is continually calling us to
something higher. He speaks to us
about a better way to live. God is our
creator, after all, so He would know! It’s
clear, however, that many of us choose
to not follow this path 24/7. We think of
the inconvenience, the difficulty, and
hardships along the way, which leads us
to choose our own way instead of THE
way, who is Jesus.

This battle is everywhere – students,
adults, myself.  Here is my response:
Come and learn how to live! We have a
new offering for high school youth in
our AFC called The Huddle where this
is the main goal – to live. The students
gather at Cathedral to share life, to have
real talk about the scriptures and this
call to live as Jesus taught, and to pray
together. At our first meeting, the con-
versation stretched an hour past the
planned time. We are hungry for this
Life! We know it can help us. If you’re
in high school, I encourage you to check
out The Huddle every Monday night at
7:30 p.m. If you’re not in high school,
find a friend or two and learn How to
Live. Doing this has transformed lives
and communities and has created many
Saints throughout history.  

“The Christian ideal has not been
tried and found wanting. It has been
found difficult and left untried.” – GK
Chesterton
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Each month Pope Francis urges Christians through-
out the world to unite in prayer.  We join our Holy
Father in praying for these intentions:

February, 2018:  Say “No” to Corruption  
• That those who have material, political or spiritu-

al power may resist any lure of corruption.

March, 2018:  Formation in Spiritual
Discernment

• That the Church may appreciate the urgency of
formation in spiritual discernment, both on the
personal and communitarian levels.

April, 2018:  For Those who have Responsibility
in Economic Matters

• That economists may have the courage to reject
any economy of exclusion and know how to open
new paths.

May, 2018:  The Mission of the Laity
• That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific mis-

sion by responding with creativity to the chal-
lenges that face the world today.

They Were Gathered in One Place – Faith Formation
By-Matthew Edens

On January 24, 2018, all of the Faith
Formation students in 7th – 12th grade,
their catechists, some high school helpers
from NUACS, and a few members from the
community came together in the Holy
Trinity Middle School Gym to spend the
evening together. The night started simply
enough with a large game of Rock, Paper,
Scissors, but quickly moved deeper. Shortly
after the game, Sister Magdalena intro-
duced the speaker for the evening, our own
Youth Ministry Coordinator, Matthew
Edens.

Matthew shared with the crowd about his love
for a woman…Mary, the Mother of God!  Using sto-
ries from his own life, and lessons learned from the
dreams of Saint John Bosco, it is clear that Mary has
been given to us as a pillar that we can cling to
(along with the Eucharist), as a refuge that we can
run to, and as one who understands our sufferings
and can pray for us.

One story from the evening went like this:  Eight
years ago, Matthew was visiting the Basilica of Our
Lady of Sorrows in Chicago, IL. It was one of the
first large, beautiful churches he had voluntarily
stepped into. On a cross-country road trip, he and a
friend decided to try to visit as many basilicas as
they could! Upon entering the church, the beauty
was awe-inspiring. Blue and gold were everywhere
with a huge altar up front, and heavenly chant
music filled the space. He soon walked towards a
side altar dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows. As
Matthew got closer, he saw that this altar had a
statue of Mary with a pained expression on her
face…such sorrow! The reason for the expression?
A large sword sticking out of her heart.  

The combination of the music, her expression,
and the sword was too much, and he fell to his
knees in prayer. “Mary…you experienced some of
the worst pain imaginable by seeing your Son, the
Son of God, go through His Passion and Death. The
sufferings I’ve experienced seem miniscule in com-
parison. Please pray for me to the Lord in the ways
I need to pray, to rightly understand my suffering,
because you have experienced so much more!”
From that day on, while suffering still exists in
Matthew’s life, the recourse we have to Mary is real,
and she is called upon often. What a blessing we
have in Jesus’ Mother!

Our night ended with a testimony by one of the
postulants of the Handmaids, followed by some
small group time and prayer. It was a joy to see all
our junior and senior high students in one place, to
share their joy and lives with each other. Please con-
tinue to pray for these students and their catechists.
Above all, strengthen your love for Mary, and let her
lead you closer to the Heart of her Son, Jesus Christ.



Baptisms
Abbigail Jade Marti, 

daughter of Matthew and Brittany (Braun) Marti
Bryson Nicholas Schneider, 

son of Nicholas and Sarah (Falk) Schneider
Zoey Jean Beranek, 

daughter of Chad and Liz (Horner) Beranek
Sofia Ann Andrade-Rewitzer, 

daughter of Juan Andrade and Nicole Rewitzer
Hazel Frances Sowers, 

daughter of Daniel and Marja (Schneider) Sowers

New Members
Rachel Kienlen
Chad and Liz Beranek and family
Scott Mangen
Erik and Laura Franta
Andrew and Jessica Gleisner
Catherine Rossing
Ryan and Alexandra Christian and family
Tyler Zollner

Marriages
Kyle Fischer and Courtney Kral

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Shirley A. Domeier
Daniel H. Holm
Linus G. Zobel
Michael J. Liesenfeld
Shirley M. Cassady
Collette M. Groebner
Lorna Eckstein
Hildegard Woratschka
Glenn V. Sampson 
Delrose J. Seifert
Richard J. Drexler
Harry O. Christian
Pearl Newton

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Marion Scheibel

Cathedral

St. John’s

Transitions 
St. George
Baptisms
Joanna Jo Wenninger,

daughter of Aaron and Stefanie Wenninger

New Members
Randy and Joleen Schaefer and Family

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Jocelyn Leah Hernandez, 

daughter of Benito Hernandez and Lorena Gonzalez
Jensen Quinn Van Leeuwe, 

son of Lucas and Jesse Van Leeuwe
Axton Paul Leske, 

son of Adam Leske and Chelsea Roberts
Louis Michael Seidl, 

son of Steven and Nola Seidl
Serena Rae Zabel, 

daughter of Nathan and Megan Zabel
Holly Mae Zabel, 

daughter of Nathan and Megan Zabel

New Members
Brady Hagen

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Lorraine Mielke
Virginia Roberts
Leonard Steffl
LaVern Wesselman

St. Gregory 
New Members
Jacob Oscarson

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Maggie Mages



Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html 

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
FEBRUARY

23 Fr. Rademacher’s 60th Anniv. of his Ordination
to the Priesthood – small reception following the
St. Mary’s 7:30 a.m. Mass

St. Mary’s 1st Comm. Learning Ctrs. – 3:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross:

SM 5:00 p.m., CHT 5:15 p.m. and SG 5:30 p.m.
24 St. Mary’s 1st Comm. Learning Ctrs. – 8:00 a.m.
25 Second Sunday of Lent

Middle School Youth Night at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
26 High School Youth Night in Leifeld Hall–7:30 p.m.
27 David the King study at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
28 RCIA Class at Cathedral – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.

MARCH
1 Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.
2 World Day of Prayer

David the King study at SM – 8:00 a.m.
Stations of the Cross:

SM 5:00 p.m., CHT 5:15 p.m. and SG 5:30 p.m.
4 Third Sunday of Lent

Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.
5 High School Youth Night in Leifeld Hall–7:30 p.m.
6 David the King study at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
7 No RCIA or Faith Formation classes

Fr. Patalinghug presenting at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
9 David the King study at St. Mary – 8:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross:
SM 5:00 p.m., CHT 5:15 p.m. and SG 5:30 p.m.

10 Spring Fever at St. George
11 Fourth Sunday of Lent

Daylight Saving Time begins
Middle School Youth Night at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.

12 High School Youth Night in Leifeld Hall–7:30 p.m.
13 David the King study at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
14 RCIA Class at Cathedral – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
16 David the King study at St. Mary – 8:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross:
SM 5:00 p.m., CHT 5:15 p.m. and SG 5:30 p.m.

Cathedral 1st Comm. Learning Centers – 3:00 p.m.
17 Spring Fever at St. George

Cathedral 1st Comm. Learning Centers – 8:00 a.m.
18 Fifth Sunday of Lent

Cathedral CCW  Sauerkraut Dinner at St. Mary
serving from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

St. John CCW Fundraiser potluck – 11:30 a.m.
Organ Recital at Cathedral – 3:00 p.m.

19 KOC meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
High School Youth Night in Leifeld Hall–7:30 p.m.

20 Bishop Lucker Lecture in Redwood Falls–7:00 p.m.
21 RCIA Class at Cathedral – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
22 Chrism Mass at Cathedral – 7:00 p.m.
23 Stations of the Cross:

SM 5:00 p.m., CHT 5:15 p.m. and SG 5:30 p.m.
24 Palm Braiding at St. Mary – 8:00 p.m.
25 Palm Sunday

St. Mary CCW Palm Sunday Brunch – 10:00 a.m.
Middle School Youth Night at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.

26 High School Youth Night in Leifeld Hall–7:30 p.m.
8 RCIA Class at Cathedral – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
29 Holy Thursday
30 Good Friday
31 Holy Saturday

APRIL
1 Easter Sunday
3 David the King study at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
4 Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
5 Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.
6 David the King study at 8:00 a.m.
7 First Communion rehearsal at St. Mary – 9:00 a.m.
8 Divine Mercy Sunday

First Communion at St. Mary – 9:00 a.m.
Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.

9 Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Mary - 1:00-7:00 p.m.
10 David the King study at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
11 Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
12 Pastoral Council/Parish Admin. meeting – 7:00 p.m.
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