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Five reasons to be hopeful about young people in the Church 
Nora Bradbury-Haehl       Aug 05, 2019  
 

If you’ve never had a chance to pray with young people, I want to tell you 
something: It will break your heart. Then it will make it whole again.  

Having been a Catholic youth minister for a few decades, I have had this privilege. 
Sometimes the prayer is just as goofy and wiggly as they are. Sometimes it’s perfunctory. 
But often it’s the kind of experience that reminds you just how much young people 
actually do love God, and it can bring you to your knees with the recognition of just how 
much God loves them. 

I’ve gotten to know the hopes and fears of young people. I’ve had the chance to 
listen to their dreams and their struggles, and then walked with them as they took those 
things to prayer. They pray for their families: to be safe, to be healthy, to be whole. They 
pray that their friends will make good decisions, and be comforted. They pray for their 
grandparents, and they miss them when they are gone. Maybe if I’d never had that 
experience I’d be more downcast about young people in the church. But I’m actually 
pretty hopeful. 

I’m hopeful because I see their idealism. Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation 
“Christus Vivit” describes the difference between adults and young people this way: “A 
young person stands on two feet as adults do, but unlike adults, whose feet are parallel, 
[a young person] always has one foot forward, ready to set out, to spring ahead.” I’m 
hopeful because the young people I know are like this. They believe that they can build 
the kingdom of God in ways both large and small. They believe they can make a 
difference…. 

…I’m hopeful about young people because I’ve listened to their questions. When 
they see a lack of compassion or justice in the world or in the Church, they are not afraid 
to ask hard questions or to make people uncomfortable by raising issues that adults 
might consider taboo. They make us question — as well we should — why things are the 
way they are. Why are we settling for less than what God calls us to? 

I’m hopeful about young people in the church because I see their gratitude. It is 
not always expressed consistently or overtly, but when we get to those points of 
introspection, in prayer and conversation, in times of trouble and joy, you hear it. They 
are grateful for the love they receive from their families. They recognize the gift that their 
friends are and they treasure them. They are appreciative of what they have and they 
know that there are those who go without. They express their appreciation for the 
helpers in their lives — teachers, mentors, guides. 

I’m hopeful about young people and the church because they get it. The clarity of 
their vision is, at times, startling. I asked a few youth ministry friends what makes them 
hopeful about young people in the Church. One said he’s hopeful because of “the energy 
I see in young people for a relationship with Jesus that is not caught up in issues but 
remains focused on their person and the person of Jesus the Christ.” Another told me for 
her  it’s “their ability to grasp what is true, real and central to our faith. Because of their 
youth they are more open at times to the Holy Spirit.” 

If you’re feeling discouraged about young people in the church I would 
encourage you to spend some time with them. Or at least spend some time with those 
who work with them and listen to their stories.  
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NOTES from the office:  Keep us in the loop…have you changed addresses, no longer have a home phone, 
added a PO Box, etc.?   Make sure to keep the church on your list of places to notify when you have a change in 
your address, phone etc.  Thank you. 
 

SOCIETY LEADERSHIP AT ST. GREGORY’S 
ST. THOMAS C.O.F COURT #1994  
Chief Ranger: Andy Maidl 
Vice Chief Ranger: Mark LeGare 
Treasurer: Joe Maidl 
 Recording Secretary: Mark Schuelke 
 Financial Secretary: Greg Bieraugel 
 Youth Director: Joe Maidl 
 Trustees: Paul Guggisberg, Neal Hoffmann and Ben Stadick 

 

 St Gregory Altar Society/Council of Catholic Women 
President: Arlene Phillips 
Vice President: Michelle Oswald 
Secretary: Carol Hoffmann 
Treasurer: Lori Dick 
Commission Chairs:   Dianne Kuester – Spirituality; Lori Dick -
Service; Paulette Messerli – Scholarship; Mary Lou Schmidt - 
Historian and Patti Hayes – Reverence for Life 

1 Tim Johnson 4 Duane Miller 4 Steve Messerli 
5 Emmett Platz 6 Mark LeGare 8 Curtis Hartman 
9 Mark Kral 9 Kevin Wenninger 11 Laurie Platz 
12  Forrest Bieraugel 12 Bobbi Schuelke 14 Jacob Oscarson 
14 Terri Portner 15 Sheri Liebl 16 Glen Hoffmann 
16 Tyler Bleess 18 Deacon John Hayes 19 Jean Schneider 
20 Shirley Berdan 21 Cathy Peterson 22 Nancy Wetzel 
24 Wayne Portner 25 Kelsey Hoepner 27 Megan Hoffmann 
28 Marti Wacker 30 Mark Dick   

 

Tidbits of Information 

October 

Birthday Wishes 

Five reasons to be hopeful about young people in the Church...continued… 
 
Once you see or hear about them up close it’s hard not to be inspired by their idealism, their service, their questions, 

their gratitude, their insight, and their faith. I should warn you though — it might make you want to join them! 
 
Nora Bradbury-Haehl is an author, speaker, and a nationally recognized voice in the conversation about young people and the 

Church. Her book “The Freshman Survival Guide: Soulful Advice for Studying, Socializing, and Everything in Between” is an Amazon 
bestseller. She’s written for Saint Mary’s Press, BustedHalo.com, and Liturgy Training Publications. She’s been in youth and young adult 
ministry for more than 25 years and is involved in interfaith work in her hometown of Rochester, New York. 

 
Source: https://angelusnews.com/faith/five-reasons-to-be-hopeful-about-young-people-in-the-church/?fbclid=IwAR04XaYc-
w_KPpg__iLyBXHrAEhM8g0193DWTlTFDt8dm-3zeo191pGe2ik 

https://www.amazon.com/Freshman-Survival-Guide-Socializing-Everything/dp/1455539007/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=Cj0KCQjwp5_qBRDBARIsANxdcinzcw3K3M3OCEd_b5_H8kMYz689-52Kp1t6DIba5KqDdKjhNBrYs78aAqJMEALw_wcB&hvadid=234291040500&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9030032&hvnetw=g&hvpos=1t2&hvqmt=e&hvrand=18116263220381751264&hvtargid=kwd-6514088913&hydadcr=22563_10314706&keywords=freshman+survival+guide&qid=1565022383&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://angelusnews.com/faith/five-reasons-to-be-hopeful-about-young-people-in-the-church/?fbclid=IwAR04XaYc-w_KPpg__iLyBXHrAEhM8g0193DWTlTFDt8dm-3zeo191pGe2ik
https://angelusnews.com/faith/five-reasons-to-be-hopeful-about-young-people-in-the-church/?fbclid=IwAR04XaYc-w_KPpg__iLyBXHrAEhM8g0193DWTlTFDt8dm-3zeo191pGe2ik
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Congratulations to : 
Lexi Platz and Eric Niemerg who were untied in Marriage on Saturday, 

Sept. 21, 2019  
 

Marshyl Andrew Wenninger, son of Andrew and Jenna Wenninger, 

baptized on Sept. 29, 2019 . 

 

Youth  Faith Formation News 
St. Gregory’s Sunday School program is starting again with three youth in the group.  Thank you to Laura 
Hacker for leading the program.  Please keep these youth in your prayers. 
 

Faith Formation – HCAFC in New Ulm is now in full swing.  For the full schedule please refer to the Holy Cross 
AFC website at www.holycrossafc.org, click on ministries, then faith formation. 
For October…. 

Oct. 2nd – Regular class plus K 
Oct. 9th – Regular class 
Oct. 16 – No class – MEA Break 
Oct. 24 – Regular Class 
Oct. 30 – Regular Class 

 

Harvest Festival Update 
 
 

2019 Harvest Festival Net Profit Report 

 Income Expenses Net 

General/Other/Misc. $195.00 $2,504.64 -$2,309.64 

Meal $8,326.00 $3,191.18 $5,134.82 

Grand Raffle $9,463.00 $1,780.90 $7,682.10 

Bingo $466.75 $163.34 $303.41 

Paddle Wheel $521.00 $133.33 $387.67 

Leftovers $816.50 $105.00 $711.50 

Kids Games $596.00 $125.00 $471.00 

Money Tree $186.00 $100.00 $86.00 

Beer Stand $1,603.75 $916.92 $686.83 

Farmers; Market $707.75 $65.00 $642.75 

Bucket Raffle $940.00 $65.00 $875.00 

Hamburger Stand $1,547.75 $884.61 $663.14 

Silent Auction $2,256.00 $80.00 $2,176.00 

Bean Bag $205.00 $90.00 $115.00 

Wine Pull $717.00 $70.00 $647.00 

Hog Raffle $498.00 $172.40 $325.60 

Nativity Raffle $325.00 $100.00 $225.00 

2019 TOTALS $29,370.50 $10,547.32 $18,823.18 
2018 Totals $30,540.30 $11,471.20 $19,069.10 

 

**Raffle Ticket Sales Contest winners:  1st – Neal Hoffmann; 2nd – Joe Maidl and 3rd – Mark Schuelke 

http://www.holycrossafc.org/
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Save the dates...Upcoming Church and Community Events 
 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 – HCAFC Joint Administrative Council Meeting; 7 PM; Pastoral Center in New 
Ulm 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 – CCW Recognition Sunday 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 – Donut Sunday; hosted by CCW 
members Laura Hacker and Arlene Phillips 

Thursday, November 1, 2019 – All Saints Day – watch the bulletin 
for Mass times 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 – Donut Sunday; hosted by CCW 
members Joleen Bieraugel and Linda Beranek 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 – Snack at the Lodge in Winthrop – 
hosted by CCW member Joyce Seitz 

Thursday, November 7, 2019 – CCW Meeting; 6:30 PM, Social Hall.  Hostess is Mollie Fischer and program 
will be presented by Patti Hayes (Reverence for Life) and Mary Lou Schmidt (historian) 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 – Snack at the Lodge in Winthrop – hosted by CCW member Paulette Messerli 

Sunday 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 – First Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 9, 2019 – Immaculate Conception (Since December 8 falls on a Sunday (as in, for 
instance, 2019), the celebration of the Immaculate Conception is transferred to Monday, December 9. This 
is because Sundays in Advent take precedence over any other feast. When the celebration is transferred, 
rather than naturally falling on a Monday, the obligation to attend Mass does not transfer with it. Sources: 
https://www.learnreligions.com/immaculate-conception-holy-day-of-obligation-542433 and 
http://www.usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgical-calendar/upload/2019cal.pdf) 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 – Annual Cookie Walk; CCW chairpersons are Rachael Uher, Dana Oswald, 
Renee Wear and Jami Wenninger; more details forthcoming 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 – Donut Sunday; hosted by CCW members Katie Scheurer and Cathy Peterson 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 – Lafayette Community Sing Along to be held at St. Gregory’s.  CCW 
Chairpersons are Laurie Paltz and Nancy Dauer More information forthcoming 

 
Attention school age children in Grade 4 and up…St. Gregory’s needs Mass servers.  
Please talk with your parents and consider serving your church.  Training will be held 
Sunday, October 27 following the 10:30 AM Mass.  Please contact 
Sheri Liebl at the church office (228-8298) if interested. 

 
New Ulm Area Food Shelf is requesting assistance from St. Gregory’s parish family for 
a few dates in October.  This is a great opportunity to give of your time.  Please contact 
Lori Dick to find out exact dates and times that assistance is needed 

 

True Transit: This service offers a transportation option for Lafayette 
residents and is now available to Lafayette 5 days a week. Must call ahead to schedule it. Call 

800-560-1575 for more information. 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/season-of-advent-catholic-church-542458
https://www.learnreligions.com/immaculate-conception-holy-day-of-obligation-542433
http://www.usccb.org/about/divine-worship/liturgical-calendar/upload/2019cal.pdf
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Meeting Minutes 
St Gregory the Great Admin. Council Special Meeting with COF and CCW -Sunday, June 9, 2019 
Approved 8-8-19 
 
Mark Schuelke called the meeting to order.  Council Members that were present:  Mark Schuelke, Carol Hoffmann, Pam 
Morson, Cheri LeBrun, Larry Mages, Sheri Liebl and Monsignor Grams.  Guests attending included Bruce Platz, Paul 
Guggisberg, Ben Stadick, Mark Hoffmann, Mary Lou Schmidt and Michelle Oswald (Cemetery board and CCW 
representatives). 
 
Opening Comments: Mark opened the meeting by welcoming the guests and explaining the purpose of the meeting was 
for the  Administrative Council to find out where projects are at with the cemetery and the CCW and to help with 
finalizing directions to proceed with.   
    
Paul Guggisberg gave an update on the financial status of the Cemetery. 
 COF has committed to donating up to $2000 to help complete the Children’s memorial 
 Parishioners have donated $4100 specifically for beautification of the cemetery. 
 Perpetual Care account with COF has approximately $30,000 at 3.5% interest earning 
 Catholic Financial also has a perpetual account with funds in for us.   
Expenses for maintenance of cemetery is to be paid with the interest earned on these accounts.  Also there is a 
recommended amount that each cemetery should have to ensure proper care.   Cemetery board will find out the exact 
amount requested per the size of our cemetery and give us an average as to the annual cost of maintaining our 
cemetery.  The question was asked as to what projects if any were on the docket and the timeline for them.  Ideas that 
were shared was adding more trees along the length of the cemetery to hide coop junk piles and then on the other side 
just to even out.  Talked about removing fence and children’s memorial.   
 
CCW ladies were asked what it was that they were thinking and wanting to have accomplished.  The ladies explained they 
would like something small, simple and private and would like to see it on the back side of the cross that is in the turn 
around.  However there is a bush behind the cross that would need to be removed.  The bush appears to be dead.  They 
would also like some no maintenance perennials surrounding the statues that they shared with the boards.  They too are 
willing to commit up to $2000 for this project.  At this point they do not believe it will go over what they have already 
been committed to, but can always ask for more donations.   After hearing what the ladies shared, the cemetery board 
agreed to let the CCW ladies run with this project and do what they want to make it what they want happen. 
Income/expenses for this project will be handled through the CCW. 
 
Admin Council requested specific timeline project for the Cemetery board. It was decided that the fence would be 
removed this year.  They will seek out help from the parishioners to complete this project.  Also it is requested that the 
cemetery board seek out advice as to the best option to proceed with, removing all trees and starting over, or replacing 
only ones that need replacing, or only adding more to the end of the lot. We need to move forward with the 
beautification.   It is understood that this may be a two year project, but it needs to get started this year. We may have to 
ask parishioners if they would like to donate to a tree in memory or honor of someone.   Parish Council does want prices 
since they need to get major expenses approved by Monsignor Grams.  
 
Another question asked was when at the time St Gregory’s merges is it legal for the Admin Council to designate 
remaining funds to maximize the perpetual care account.   This is a definite yes.  Second question asked, can we ask 
donate toward the beautification project with church funds, in which that answer was yes also. 
 
Before the meeting was adjourned, everyone agreed that another meeting like this would be scheduled for early fall to 
review the accomplishments of this meeting.  
  
Respectfully submitted 
 
Cheri LeBrun,  
Secretary 
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St Gregory the Great Admin. Council Meeting Minutes Thursday, June 13, 2019 
Approved 8-8-19 
 
Sheri Liebl called the meeting to order.  Council Members that were present:   Carol Hoffmann, Cheri LeBrun, Rick 
Scheuer,  Sheri Liebl. Absence:  Mark Schuelke, Pam Morson, Larry Mages, Carl Oswald. 
 A quorum was not established at this meeting, so minutes of previous meetings, financial accounts’ balances and 
financial reports were reviewed.  Will be approved at the next meeting. 
 
Sheri was able to give an update on several projects that are happening with in the church.  As of June 12, 2019, Sheri 
was told that the 2017 DMA bathroom project would be completed by the end of June 2019.  Hall floor waxing we are on 
the list to complete after bathroom project is completed.  2018 DMA social hall drainage problem needs three solid days 
of dry weather to complete.   Trees that need planting on parish grounds are being asked to have planted prior to the 
harvest festival.    Tree removal and grass seed between social hall and Maidl’s has been completed.   
 
CCW memory garden and Cemetery boards have met with parish council.   Both are moving forward CCW to do what 
they want for memory garden and Cemetery board to start the beautification of the cemetery this year.   
 
Harvest Festival tickets are not printed so won’t go out Father’s Day weekend. 
 
There will be no Saturday night mass prior to our festival as in the past.   
 
St Gregory’s budget for 2020 was reviewed, will also vote on at the next meeting.   
We have hired Don Binger to do general maintenance around our church grounds to keep things up to date.  He will 
invoice us for the time spent out here (He’s full time maintenance at Cathedral).   
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Cheri LeBrun 
Secretary  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 No Mass or Confessions  
 
 
 
7 PM – Faith Formation - 
New Ulm 

3 4 5 
 

6 
10:30 a.m. Mass  
 
Respect Life Sunday 
 
 

 

27th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7 
No school – NUACS and 
NU Public 

8 
 

9 Check the bulletin for 

weekday Mass schedule 
 
 
 
 

 
7 PM – Faith Formation - 
New Ulm 

10 
 
 
 

Admin Council Meeting;  
7 PM; New Ulm 
 

11 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
 

13 
10:30 a.m. Mass  
 

CCW Recognition Sunday 
 
Donut Sunday 

 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

14 
 

15 16  Check the bulletin for 

weekday Mass schedule 
 
 
 

NO Faith Formation 
 in New Ulm 

17 
No school – NUACS and 
NU Public 

18 
No school – NUACS and 
NU Public 

19 
 

20 
 10:30 a.m. Mass  
 
 

World Mission Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

21 
 

22 
 

23  Check the bulletin for 

weekday Mass schedule  
 
 
 

 
7 PM – Faith Formation -  
New Ulm 

24 
 
 
 
 

 

25 

  

26 
 

27 
10:30 a.m. Mass  
 
New Server training at  
11:30 AM 

 

30th  Sunday of Ordinary Time 

28 
 
 

29 30  Check the bulletin for 

weekday Mass schedule  

 
 
7 PM – Faith Formation -  
New Ulm 

 

31 Nov 1 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

Check the bulletin for 
weekday Mass schedule  
 

Nov 2 

October 2019  St. Gregory the Great  
Catholic Church, Lafayette, MN  


