
New Parishioners: Welcome! We are happy to have you join us.  Please call or stop by
your parish office to register.
Baptisms: Call your parish office to schedule a Baptism. Preparation program required. 
Marriages: Begin making plans with parish priest at least six months in advance.
Outreach: If you know of parishioners who are ill, hospitalized, or homebound, please
contact your parish office.
RCIA: If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a full member of the
Catholic Church, please invite them to join the RCIA program.  Classes will begin in
September.  This is a time of prayer, instruction,
questions/answers and discernment that will lead up
to full union in the Catholic Church at the Easter
Vigil.  Contact your parish office to register.

Catholic Charities in the Diocese of New Ulm
provide individual, marriage and family counseling,
pregnancy counseling, Project Rachael, adoption
resources, transition and grief services.  Offices are
located in Hutchinson, Marshall, New Ulm and
Willmar.  Call 1-866-670-5163
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We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, 
life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered.  (Cf. Gal. 6:14)



From the Pastor

March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent

All Masses are cancelled until further notice.

The priests in our AFC will continue to say private daily
Masses for the intentions listed below.  

Monday, March 23 + Clara and Wenzel Helget
Tuesday, March 24 + Marie Reinhart

+ Ken Rockvam 
Wednesday, March 25 + Johnny Fitterer

+ Richard Wendinger
Thursday, March 26    + Mary Riebel

+ Bonnie Smasal 
Friday, March 27 + Stephen Brandenburg

+ Bud Manley 
+ Donna Wills

Saturday, March 28     + Johnny Fitterer
+ Donna and Ernie Pfieffer
+ Nancy Hacker

Sunday, March 29       + Lucille Macho
+ Helen Eckstein 
+ Paul Kretsch
+ Marie Reinhart                    
Beckett DeBoer

+ Glenn/Florence Kuck, Chuck 
Grossmann

Mass for the People

Important Notice

Tuesday, March 24 7:00 - 7:20 A.M. St. Mary
Wednesday, March 25 7:00 - 7:20 A.M. St. Mary
Thursday, March 26 7:00 - 7:20 A.M. St. Mary
Friday, March 27 7:00 - 7:20 A.M. St. Mary
Saturday, March 28 9:00 - 10:00 A.M. Cathedral

4:00 - 4:40 P.M. Cathedral
4:30 - 5:00 P.M. St. Mary

Sunday, March 29 7:00 - 7:40 A.M. Cathedral

THE IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF ALL PUBLIC
MASSES 
From now until March 31 (at which time it will be 
re-evaluated), there will be no public Masses celebrated in
the Diocese of New Ulm.  During this time, you are asked
to watch Mass on TV or online.  Elsewhere in the bulletin
there are resources listing television and website resources.
Note there is a link to the Word on Fire website where
Bishop Robert Barron televises a daily Mass from his
chapel. As the news and recommendations for dealing with
this virus change quickly, please be aware of what you can
do to alleviate panic and keep yourself healthy. Let us 
remember to pray for one another and support one another
as children of God; most especially those affected by the
virus and those who care for them.
ADORATION CHAPELDue to the many adorers who are
at high risk, perpetual adoration will be suspended until fur-
ther notice. We will re-evaluate at the end of the month as
to when perpetual adoration will resume. The churches will
remain open during daylight hours and the faithful are in-
vited to come and pray to our Eucharistic Lord in the 
tabernacle if they so wish, maintaining social distancing.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE The Holy Cross AFC
Lenten Communal Penance Service has been cancelled.
Please see the Holy Cross website holycrossafc.org for 
individual confession times that will also be posted at the
entryways of parishes.  Confessions can also be made by
appointment (no need to leave your name).  
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES This weekend is the
annual second collection for Catholic Relief Services which
supports six Catholic agencies that support the poor and
powerless both here in the United States and abroad.  In the
wake of the coronavirus, CRS is working with local health
organizations in educating families to help stop 
misinformation, ensure access to safe water, hygiene and
sanitation to prevent the spread of the virus. If you wish to
donate, please mail or drop your donation at your parish 
office along with your Sunday offering envelope.
DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX SURVEY All parishioners
of our AFC (age 18 and older) are encouraged to complete
the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) Survey. Go to 
disciplemakerindex.com or pick up a paper copy at any
parish. Thank you to those who have already completed the
survey. We need and are counting on your participation.
FORMED.org There are some excellent (and free) videos
for children on formed.org as well as for young people and
adults. I encourage you to check them out.  Our parish code
is ZY2TQG.

Msgr. Grams

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance, but the Lord looks into the heart.” 

(1Samuel 16:7)

How often do we invest our time, talent, and treasure in 
creating an appearance that does not matter at all to God? We
strive to impress with our clothing, home, career, 
possessions, car, and other marks of distinction. But none of
these illusions of greatness will impress God. Instead, He
will look into our hearts to see how much we loved Him,
how much we loved others and how we showed that love by
the way we used our time, talent, and treasure here on earth. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Schedule

MON: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b 
[2a]/Jn 4:43-54

TUES: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
WED: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a and

9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
THUR: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 
FRI: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 

[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
SAT: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53
NEXT SUNDAY: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

[7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7,
17, 20-27, 33b-45

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE FOR HOMEBOUND
Nuvera (Ch. 3) or Comcast (Ch. 14)

Sunday at 11:00 A.M. / Monday at 5:00 P.M.
Thursday at 8:00 A.M.

EWTN - Nuvera (Ch. 62) or Comcast (Ch. 243)
7:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

See the AFC section for additoinal times and listings. 

Readings for the Week of March 22

Mass Intentions for the Week



NUACS Buildings Closed: Please note that in accordance with the direction received from Governor Walz amid the 
concerns of COVID-19, all NUACS buildings are closed to the public. As of the time of printing, this closure is in effect
through Friday, March 27, 2020.

E-Learning: E-learning will begin on Monday, March 23, 2020, for all K-12 students. Homework, postings, materials, etc.
will be sent out via Google Classroom. Teachers are available via email on school days during normal school hours 
(7:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.).

Cancellations: At the time this bulletin was printed, NUACS had announced the following cancellations: the 
Grandparents’ Day Program and the Volunteer Celebration. In addition, all extracurricular activities have been suspended
through Friday, March 27, 2020. SCRIP sales have been cancelled until Monday, March 30, 2020.

Kindergarten Roundup 2020-2021: Please note that Kindergarten Roundup, originally scheduled for Tuesday, March 24,
2020, will be postponed. Please watch these notes for further updates as they become available.

Businesses Support Teens: The After-Prom Party is a fun, safe event for our youth. If you or your business would like to
support the After-Prom Party with a financial contribution for food, entertainment, and prizes, checks may be made payable
to "NUACS After-Prom Party" and mailed to the Development Office, St. Anthony Elementary, 514 N. Washington St.
Thank you for helping provide a safe event for our teens!

CATHEDRAL ST. MARY ST. JOHN ST. GEORGE ST. GREGORY
Adult Budget 13,615.39 13,461.54 1,700.00 1,653.85 1,129.82
Adult Actual 7,594.00 6,027.00 1,271.00 313.00 979.00
Electronic Transfers 5,481.00 5,851.33 275.00 0.00 0.00
Online Giving 205.00 300.00 0.00 20.00 0.00
Total 13,280.90 12,178.33 1,546.00 333.00 979.00
Year-to-date Budget 503,769.43 498,076.98 62,900.00 61,155.60 41,803.34
Year-to-date Actual 490,569.25 490,823.88 80,492.00 74,441.29 41,416.67
Ahead/Behind -13,200.18 -7,253.10 17,592.00 13,285.69 -386.67
Student 0.00 14.00 6.00 2.00 9.00
Loose Plate 220.25 155.69 13.00 18.25 19.00
Parish Project Goal 27,000.00 30,000.00 5,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00
Parish Project  (# contributors) 25,943.86 (62) 11,286.00 (37) 1,890.00 (12) 5,645.00 (20) 3,933.28 (24)
DMA Goal 52,359.51 46,690.01 8,671.00 8,004.00 7,003.50
DMA Actual (# contributors) 64,579.30 (199) 55,857.35 (140) 8,417.70 (25) 13,345.00 (48) 2,884.00 (12)

Attendance                          599 (4 Masses)         341 (2 Masses)       106 (1 Mass)         116  (1 Mass)            78 (1 Mass)  

Stewardship for the Week of March 15, 2020

Faith Formation ~ Lifelong and Ongoing

FAITH FORMATION

Due to growing concerns about the spread of Coronavirus and school closures, 
there will be no faith formation classes on Wednesday, March 25. 

The Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord on March 25. This is not a holy day of 
obligation but is a day to honor our Blessed Mother and her joyful "yes" to the will of God. We remember when
the angel Gabriel was sent to ask a young Jewish girl to ask if she would be the mother of God. How is God 
asking you to follow Him more faithfully in your daily lives? Let us ask for Mary's intercession that God's will
would also lead us in joy and freedom! 

New Ulm Area Catholic Schools                              www.nuacs.com

This QR Code allows you to make an offering or donation to any one of the five parishes in our AFC using your
smart phone. Simply download a free QR scanning app to access this safe and efficient way to give electronically.



Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Bishop LeVoir’s Lenten Reflections
You won’t want to miss Bishop LeVoir’s weekly Lenten re-
flections available on the diocesan website dnu.org.

Job Openings at St. Gregory the Great
Part time opening for a Secretary: 10-20 hrs per week
Part time grounds caretaker: number of hours per week
to vary on demand. 
These positions are open to all members of the AFC.  If you
are interested or know of anyone who may be 
interested, please  contact the parish office at 507-228-8298.

Mass Intentions 
St. Gregory the Great and St. Geroge 

Effective March 21, all Mass intention requests for 
St. George and St. Gregory should be emailed to Penny
Forst at stgeorge@holycrossafc.org

Holy Cross AFC News

See the Pastor Notes regarding the Adoration Chapel.

Please call the Adoration Chapel Hotline at 
(507) 233-9510 for any scheduling, 

closing or reopening updates.

Psalm 119:62
“At midnight I rise to praise you 
because your edicts are just.”

Today, Sunday, March 22 - Brunch with the Bishop
This event has been CANCELLED.

March Campaign - MN Food Share
All five parishes in our AFC are collecting donations for the
New Ulm Area Food Shelf. In March the MN Food Share
joins with food shelves, organizations, businesses and faith
communities across Minnesota in acting to end hunger and
food insecurity. Bring your non-perishable food items to any
parish or place your monetary donation in an envelope marked
“Food Shelf” and send it to your parish office.  Checks should
be made payable to “New Ulm Area Food Shelf.”

That Man is You!
“That Man is You” has been postponed until further notice.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross are cancelled at all parishes.

Spring Fever - RESCHEDULED
The remaining Spring Fever performance at the Church of
St. George, has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 16.
Please watch the bulletin and listen to KNUJ for further 
updates. 

Adult Study
“The Mystery of God” adult study has been postponed until
further notice.

St. Mary CCW Palm Sunday Brunch
The brunch has been rescheduled for Sunday, May 3.
Sunday, March 29 - St. John CCW Spring Fundraiser

Cancelled.
Friday, April 3- Men’s Fish Fry

The Men’s Fish Fry has been CANCELLED. Fish Fry  
raffle tickets are being collected. The drawing will take
place on Friday, April 3 with a clergy member drawing the
winners. Place tickets in the mail or in the drop box 
at the office.

Sunday Offering Considerations
Your Adult Sunday Offerings are vital to the core ministries
of our parishes.  During this time of closures and 
cancellations please consider options for your stewardship
of treasure.  
Sunday offerings may be given through the following 
options:
• Online giving at to make a recurring or one-time 
donation.  You will have complete control over your 
contribution amount and frequency of payments.  Go to
https://holycrossafc.weshareonline.org 
• Electronic giving through ACH (Automatic 
Clearing House) for an amount to be transferred from your
checking or savings account on the 1st and/or the 15th of
every month.  The ACH form can be found on the Area Faith
Community website at holycrossafc.org 
• Easter Offering on April 1. If you are interested, this
is available with online or ACH donations. 
• Mail your donations to your parish 

Thank you for your investment and continued support of our
parishes.  We are counting on your continued support.

You can access Sunday Mass on your TV 

KEYC – NUVERA channel 12 – SD 12; HD 912 – 7:30
A.M. Sunday; Comcast channel  
KSTC – channel 45 – SD 45; HD 907 – 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday; Comcast channel 
WUCW – CW – channel 23 – SD 23; HD 923 – 9:30 A.M.
Sunday 
COMCAST – channel 6 -7:30 A.M, Sunday morning;
WGN channel 22 7:00 A.M. Sunday
Comcast/XfinityWGN 22 has a Catholic Mass at 7:00 AM
on Sunday
EWTN Daily Mass: 7:00 A.M., 11:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M.
with Rosary at 10:30 A.M.
EWTN Sunday Mass: 7:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M. with
Rosary at 10:30 A.M.
Comcast/Xfinity EWTN is on channel 243
DirecTV - Channel 370; Dish Network – channel 261 
Comcast - channel 243, NUVERA channel 62



Sunday, March 29: CANCELLED - Holy Cross Area Faith Community Penance Service.
CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFICE: We ask that you limit visiting the Cathedral Parish office to help prevent the spread
of illness during this time.  If we can help you via phone, 354-4158 or email cathedral@holycrossafc.org please use these
methods of communication.  Envelopes and other correspondence may be placed in the mail slot that drops into the office.
If you have a matter that requires a visit to the office please observe the social distancing recommendations.  The Parish
Office is open from 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.  We care about the wellbeing of all our members and employees.  May the Lord 
continue to bless us all.

MEN’S FISH FRY: This event has been CANCELLED.

RAFFLE TICKETS: Each household recently received a book of four Fish Fry raffle tickets in the mail.  Tickets are $5.00
each, and there are 22 chances to win $2,000.00 in prizes! Place tickets in the mail or in the drop box 
at the office. The drawing will take place on Friday, April 3 with one of the clergy drawing the winners.
CATHEDRAL DMA PARISH PROJECT: Our 2019 parish project is to replace the membrane roof on the back 
breezeway and install an auxiliary AC unit in the kitchen and dishwasher room in Leifeld Hall. Our goal is $27,000.  Please
make your check payable to Cathedral 2019 DMA Project.  Thank you!

SECOND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: The second annual parish meeting that was scheduled for Monday, March 30,
has been postponed. Please watch the bulletin for updates on when it will be rescheduled.

CHURCH CLEANING: Remember:  The  *person calls the others to remind them.
March 28 at 8:30 A.M.
*Elizabeth Murray, Deb Mead, Marlys Matties, Jane Nosbush, Michelle Luther, Katie Nosbush

PARISH PROJECT: The 2019 DMA Parish Project is the repair of the front doors of the church. There is brick and 
framing work that needs to be done to repair damage that was discovered this spring. The extent of damage will not be fully
known until the work is started, but the estimates are $5,000-$10,000. There are envelopes on the tables in the back of
church. Please consider making a donation to this project. 

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity

Church of St. Mary

Church of St. George

Monday, April 6:    CCW meeting at 6:30 P.M. in the Social Hall. Brunch chairpersons should plan to attend.
American Red Cross Blood Drive from 1:00 -7:00 P.M. in the Social Hall

Monday, April 13:    AFC Prayer Shawl at 6:30 P.M. in the Cry Room

ST. MARY PARISH OFFICE: The Parish Office is open from 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. To help prevent the spread of illness during
this time, the door will remain locked. Please ring the doorbell by the office door for assistance, and feel free to place envelopes and
correspondence under the locked door.

2019 PARISH PROJECT: Our parish project for 2019 is a monument for "Mary's Garden" to be located on our corner of
Minnesota and 6th Street. Our Parish Project goal is $30,000. Please prayerfully consider donating to this project. Checks
should be made payable to Church of St. Mary.

Pope Francis’s prayer to Mary During coronavirus pandemic 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith
firm. You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in
Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who
has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the
resurrection. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in
trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 



CHOIR PRACTICE FOR LENT AND EASTER will be held on  Wednesday, March 25, Tuesday, March 31 and 
Wednesday, April 8—all at 6:15 P.M.  All ages are welcome and encouraged to participate.

ST. GREGORY’S CCW is having a Lenten collection for items needed at the NUMAS Haus (a homeless shelter for women
and children) in New Ulm.  The collection continues through Lent.  A list of needed items are posted on the church bulletin
board.

Easter Flower Donations: Envelopes are located at the main entrance of the church.

Let your voice be heard...if anyone has questions or comments about the merger/closure of St. Gregory Church, please talk
to an Admin Council member or use the form at the back of church to remain anonymous.  All answers will be verified with
Msgr. Grams and the answers will be posted for all to see.  Please continue to pray for strength to make the best decision
for our parish and AFC.

Church of St. Gregory the Great

CCW SPRING FUNDRAISER HAS BEEN CANCELLED.  Committee members please bring your sold or unsold 
tickets by Sunday, March 29.  Raffle prize donors please have your donated prize(s) to church by Sunday, March 29.    

ST. JOHN’S EXPECTATION FOR ITS MEMBERS includes a hope that each family share time, talent and treasure for
the good of their parish community.  Prayerfully consider the Big Ticket Committee 2020 or Fall Festival Chairpersons
2020.  Contact Al Drexler at 276-1264.

ALTAR SERVER NOTICE: Please contact Curt Miller (217-6751) with any altar server changes or questions.

DMA PARISH PROJECT for this year is the replacement of heat tapes on the church and for inspection for the possible
bat entry points.  Thank you for your support.

Church of St. John the Baptist

Community Events
Sunday, March 22 - Men’s Breakfast and Raffle at Church of St. Paul in Nicollet - This event has been postponed.

Sunday, March 22 - Lafayette Fire Dept. Ham Dinner - This event has been postponed.  New date TBD.

Thursday, March 26 - Taco Feast Dinner - This event has been cancelled.

March 27-29 - Father Son Weekend - This event has been cancelled.

Sunday, March 29 - Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser - This event has been cancelled.

Saturday, April 4, 2020 - Field of Grace (FOG) youth group will once again be hosting their annual Ham Bingo at the
Lafayette Fire and Ambulance Station starting at 6:00 P.M.

NUMAS Haus Wish List - The NUMAS Haus is currently in need of the following donations: Laundry detergent, dryer
sheets, laundry stain remover, Clorox wipes, air freshener spray, dryer sheets, deodorant, all-purpose cleaner, kitchen wash
cloths/towels, denture adhesive, plastic wrap, day planners, HyVee, CashWise and Wal-Mart gift cards, carpet cleaner 
solution and postage stamps. Please check out their more specific needs on their Amazon wish list at 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1ZYA6oGoAS4J2.  Please note that they are currently well-stocked on 
shampoo/conditioner, body wash/bar soap, toothbrushes/toothpaste, feminine hygiene products and diapers. Donations can
be dropped off at the St. Mary Parish Office at 417 S. Minnesota St., New Ulm.

Free Tax Preparation Program: United Way of the Brown County Area will once again be hosting this program.  Trained
volunteer tax preparers will be available  in the lower level of the New Ulm Public Library.  Appointments are available now
through April 14.  This service is by appointment only, and you may now make your appointment by calling 276-3186.


