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About the cover: 2018 Christmas Mass at St.
Mary’s

Message from Monsignor Grams

On February 13, 2019, Bishop LeVoir
addressed the priests about pastoral planning for
the diocese and asked us to help with the process.
The goal is to merge 18 parishes with a
neighboring parish within the next 24-36 months.  

For 18 years I have served on the Committee
for Parishes that developed four pastoral plans to
ensure the sacraments are celebrated and the
Gospel is preached in each parish in our diocese.
When the diocese was formed in 1957 there were
114 priests and 80 parishes.  In 2019, there are 42
priests and 68 parishes.  In the next five years, we
expect to have 25 priests available in the Diocese

of New Ulm, not including the three
international priests who currently
serve, but will be returning to their
home dioceses. 

What does all of this mean for the
Holy Cross Area Faith Community?
Within five years, we will have two
priests available for ministry in our
Area Faith Community (AFC).  The
above data was reviewed in 2015 by
300 parishioners who attended one
of five Mass planning meetings.  At
each of the meetings, parishioners
were respectful and appreciative of

the process; and although most didn’t want their
Mass time(s) to change, they realized this wasn’t
realistic. 

The data gathered at these meetings was
reviewed by the members of the five
administrative committees at a joint meeting.  In
the process of developing Mass Plan A (which
went into effect October 3-4, 2015), we also
developed Plan B in the event that we would have
one less priest.  As things stand today, Plan C
(providing six Masses in our Area Faith
Community, celebrated by two priests) needs to be
developed.

At each of our meetings for the past four
years, the Area Faith Community representatives
from each of the five parishes have reviewed the
diocesan map, talked about strategic planning in
light of the Fourth Plan for Parishes as well as the
number of available priests.  Since 2017, we have
discussed how mergers are moving forward in the
diocese and what mergers might look like in our
AFC.

The third Plan for Parishes (2003) set forth a
goal that within five years the parishes in the
diocese would be configured into AFCs. This
meant that 72 parishes would be structured into 24
AFCs with one pastor for each AFC.  When the
first draft of this plan was presented to the priests
of the diocese, some pastors feared they would

become associate
pastors (in hindsight,
retirements and
attrition proved this
to be an empty fear).  

The current
Fourth Plan for
Parishes allows
priests and the
Christian faithful to
proactively address
the changing needs of
our AFCs. Some AFCs have restructured, based
on demographics and the distance between
parishes within an AFC. 

Most of us are aware of mergers and
consolidations affecting school districts, farm co-
ops, businesses, military and health care.
Structuring parishes of the diocese into 24 area
faith communities has resulted in parishes
sharing programs, personnel, and stewardship
with one priest appointed as pastor.  This goal
has been met and is successful.  

In our AFC, we are experiencing a reduction
in the number of registered and practicing
Catholics.  Although finances for the five
parishes remain relatively healthy, we recognize
a need for greater cooperation. Early this year,
the Administrative Committee members from
St. John, St. George and St. Gregory the Great
met to discuss human and financial
considerations, potential time lines and other
options for our AFC, in light of future mergers.
One take-away from the meeting is that a
merger should not be equated with “closing.”  A
merged parish could still have a weekend Mass
as well as weddings and funerals.  However, a
merged parish does lose a certain amount of
autonomy.  A second take-away is a
recommendation to develop a ministry model
and Mass schedule that can be realistically
managed by two priests serving the five
parishes in our AFC. 

At our most recent AFC meeting (February
21, 2019), representatives from Cathedral and St.
Mary’s indicated that they want to support the
three smaller parishes and are interested in
reviewing a modified Mass schedule for all five
sites.  They would like to see all five sites
remain open with a modified Mass schedule. I
want to expand the conversation and discern
how best to meet the needs of the Christian
faithful in our AFC.

...Within five
years, we will
have two priests
available for
ministry in our
HCAFC
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By Brenda Lenertz

We are privileged to have Fr. James
Kubicki, S.J. preach our upcoming AFC
Lenten Mission. 

It will be held March 10-14 at the Church
of St. Mary.  Each evening begins at 7:00 P.M.
and will be followed by time for fellowship
and refreshments. There will be religious
goods (including Fr. Kubicki’s books) for
purchase, and confessions will be available
Monday through Thursday following the
talk.  The mission will focus on the well-
known Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
(founder of the Jesuits), a little retreat manu-
al written as a result of his own prayer expe-
riences.  It is meant to help people to know
the love of God in a deeper way and to
respond to that love.

Fr. Kubicki was born and raised in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, entered the Society of
Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1971 and was ordained
in 1983.  Currently he serves as president of
St. Francis Mission on South Dakota’s
Rosebud Reservation, the oldest Jesuit mis-
sion among the Lakota. He previously
served as the national director of the
Apostleship of Prayer (now the Pope’s
Worldwide Prayer Network).  He has served

AFC Lenten Mission: “Responding to God’s Love”
the Jesuits in many
capacities including
vocations, priestly
formation and dea-
con and lay ministry
formation.  He is a
popular conference
speaker, retreat direc-
tor and parish mis-
sion speaker. As an
author, his book A
Heart on Fire:
Rediscovering Devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, was selected by the
Catholic Book Publishers Association as
among the three best spirituality books in
2012.  His latest book, A Year of Daily
Offerings, is immersed in the lives of the
saints, the rhythm of the Church calendar
and stories of ordinary people who lived the
Eucharist in their daily lives.  In addition, Fr.
Kubicki edited Stations of the Cross with the
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus.

Childcare will be provided (call or email
St. Mary’s parish office), so be sure your cal-
endar is marked to attend.  Invite your
friends, neighbors and relatives to join us for
this time of conversion and renewal of heart! 
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

We join our Holy Father in praying for these intentions:

March, 2019: Recognition of the Right of Christian
Communities

• That Christian Communities, especially those who are
persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ and have
their rights respected.

April, 2019: Doctors and their Collaborators in
War Torn Areas

• For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in
war torn areas, who risk their lives to save the lives
of others.

May, 2019:  The Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity
• That the Church in Africa, through the commitment
of its members, may be the seed of unity among her
peoples and a sign of hope for this continent.
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By Brenda Lenertz
After visiting with his brother-in-law in Alexandria, Steve

Gehrke came back to New Ulm with an idea that would fill a need in
our area.  Steve connected with Dick Embacher, and the two met in
late 2013 to begin Heart to Home, a project designed assist those in
need of furniture and other household items.  To get the project off
the ground, they first spoke with many groups to explain their proj-
ect, get support and begin building a volunteer base.  Going to
garage sales, they began to build up inventory, found a storage
building to rent to hold the inventory, and in early 2014, were able to
make their first deliveries.  Heart to Home has a 501c tax exempt sta-
tus and a Board of Directors - Steve Schneider, Dick Embacher, Steve
Gehrke and Jim Pearson.

Referrals come through Brown County
Family Services, Minnesota Valley Action
Council (MVAC) and other agencies that
work with families in need.  To date, Heart
to Home has assisted over 500 families with
over 6,000 furniture, kitchen and bedding
items.  There are 20 volunteers who pick up
donations and deliver the needed items.
You can be part of this amazing outreach
program by volunteering your time, with
cash donations or by donating items (for a
list of needed items, see the AFC bulletin or
find it at holycrossafc.org).  Our Holy Cross
Area Faith Community is pleased to be one
of the sponsors for this program. 

Heart to Home

4
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By  Deb Pribyl

Students in the Faith Formation program at the
Church of St. Mary in New Ulm created cards in
November for Sgt. Adam Schnobrich and his unit who
are currently deployed overseas with the United States
Marine Corps. The first through sixth graders sent
messages of Christmas greetings, thanks and prayers
for Adam and his troops. The cards were received on

New Year’s Eve and
enjoyed by all the sol-
diers.
Adam is shown in the photo above with another member of the

Motor Pool. They fix and maintain vehicles, making certain they
are in proper working condition. Adam has been in the Marine
Corps since January 2015. His deployment began in late summer,
and he hopes to return to California where he is stationed in late
spring.
Adam is a 2013 graduate of Cathedral High School and is the

son of Rick and Kathy Schnobrich, who are members of the
Church of St. Mary. 

Faith Formation

By Matthew Edens

On January 22, a bus load of seventh and eighth graders from Cathedral High
School joined thousands more at the Cathedral of St. Paul and the Minnesota State
Capitol for the annual March for Life, sponsored by Minnesota Citizens Concerned

for Life.  Sheltered from the cold inside St.
Paul's, we joined a church full of young people
in a prayer service for the unborn, those consid-
ering abortion, and for those in our society who
have the power to save these young lives.  Our
group then joined the thousands who were
marching at the State Capitol Building.  Prayer,
music, and various speakers broke through the
somber winter chill to offer hope for us as
marchers, and for the lives of those for whom
we march.  While it was a quick trip, I think it
was impactful for young students to see the
movement of Life to protect the unborn, and to
learn about the ways we can peacefully work
towards change.

Marching for Those Who Can't
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What’s New at the CHS Library
By Angela Novotny, CHS Media Specialist

Research and reading. Those are the things most people
think of when they picture a school library. However, if you
haven't set foot in one in a few years, you might be surprised to
see what that actually looks like! Our library at CHS is a mix-
ture of cozy reading nooks, collaborative learning spaces, and
tables for spreading out and doing homework, and we are look-
ing for ways to improve those areas all the time. The Student
Library Advisory Committee and the Bookhounds Bookclub
are two groups dedicated to improving and growing the library
in meaningful ways.  

Pictured here is an example of how the world of education
is expanding, and the library with it. Students are using Google
Cardboard goggles to see the Aurora Borealis and Mount
Everest in virtual reality. What an amazing way to research!
Soon we will have classroom sets of this simple technology that
will be used to take students to places like the Great Wall of
China or inside a human lung. Students will be able to hold
(virtual) relics in their hands, explore the inside of a volcano, or
go back in time. The possibilities for virtual field trips are end-
less!

Volunteers in Outreach Ministry are Recognized
By Anita Hoffmann

On Saturday, October 27, 2018, 30 of the 50 dedicated volun-
teers who lead rosaries, take Holy Communion to people in
their homes, assisted living homes, nursing homes and the hos-
pital, and assist residents at Oak Hills were honored at the first
Outreach Appreciation event.  

The volunteers were recognized for their commitment of
time and energy in assisting with this ministry, and for the joy
they spread to the people they serve.  Every week the volun-
teers truly act as the hands and feet of Jesus in faithfully serv-
ing the Catholics in our community.

Although the true appreciation comes from the people they
assist, Dani and Anita used this event to express the apprecia-
tion of Msgr. Grams and the entire Holy Cross Area Faith
Community for the ongoing services provided to parishioners
who are not able to attend Mass due to illness, disability or
caregiving responsibilities. 

If you are interested in volunteering with Outreach
Ministry, contact Dani at 233-0626, or Anita at 233-9512.
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Consistency in the Chaos
By Matthew Edens

If I could pick one word to describe the past three
months, it would be “inconsistent.” With snow days,
cancellations of everything, rescheduling, holidays,
finals, a new semester…nothing is “normal” right now.
As our schedules fall into chaos, I’m reminded and
grateful of how consistent God is in His love for us.
With our weekly, and sometimes daily, time set aside
for Mass, we have this unshakable routine that gives
meaning to everything. Praise the Lord, who knew it
would get this crazy and who offers a way to be calm
and focused in the chaos.  This consistency is becoming
the focus of our youth events this winter.  It is an essen-
tial lesson to learn and follow, to stay consistent in your
prayer and worship of God.  Despite the inconsistency
of events, however, we are pushing forward!  Here are
some highlights from the past few months, as well as a
few things to look forward to.

From September to December, we were blessed in
the youth department to have an “intern” of sorts.
Gabrielle Osborne, before leaving for NET in January,
was a regular at the Middle School Youth Nights.  Our
topic for the season was prayer, and Gabrielle would
share each week about different ways to pray and how
that type of prayer has impacted her life. The middle
school students loved it so much that we had a little
going away party for her as well. Please continue to
pray for both of our NET Missionaries, Gabrielle
Osborne and Hannah Friendshuh!

During finals week, we turned the Fireside Room
into a coffee shop-style study space for students.  Free
drinks, snacks, fun study breaks, and Saintly encour-
agement from around the room all contributed to the
atmosphere. We’re looking forward to offering this option again come the end of spring semester. Thank
you to all the volunteers who made it a great week!

Although summer is far away, summer camp registration is now open! Save the date, register for camp
before they’re full, and be excited!  Visit http://holycrossafc.org/youth-ministry to find more information
about each camp and how to register. Grades listed are for the 2019-20 school year.
Totus Tuus - July 14-19 - Grades 1-12
Camp Beloved - July 20-24 - Grades 7-12
Camp Greatness - July 25-28 - Grades 6-8
Camp Greatness - July 30-Aug 2 - Grades 9-12
Camp Summit - August 5-8 - Grades 6-12
If you want to stay up to date on Youth Ministry events and opportunities, visit our website listed above to
see what’s in the works and to add your e-mail to the mailing list! 
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HCAFC Christmas Celebrations: A Season of Joy
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AFC Men’s Breakfast
By Tim Rahe

On Saturday, February 9, men of the AFC gathered to spend
time together for fellowship and faith.  The group attended 8:00
A.M. Mass at Cathedral and then enjoyed a hearty breakfast in
Leifeld Hall.  By 8:45 A.M. the featured speaker, Fr. Matthew
Wiering began his presentation titled “Putting Christ in the
Center.”  All in attendance enjoyed Fr. Matt’s talk and the oppor-
tunity to share their faith with one another.  Tim Rahe, one of the
coordinators of the event commented, “Because everyone has
busy schedules we wanted to conclude by 10:00 A.M. and we did.
However, many of the men were in no hurry to leave. They con-
tinued with conversations about Father Matt’s talk and how it related to their own personal lives.”
Approximately forty men, ages 18 to 85 attended the event.  The gathering was well received by all attending
and the group looks forward to meeting again.  
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Baptisms
Emily Roxanne Sellner, 

daughter of Jonathan and Kelsey Sellner
Zayne John Sievert-Leighton, 

son of Dustin Sievert and Ashli Leighton
Aurelia Maria Hoffrogge, 

daughter of Joshua and Emily Hoffrogge
Drew Aaron Schlumpberger, 

son of Aaron and Danielle Schlumpberger
Josie Kristina Walden, 

daughter of Travis Walden and Kristina Dittrich 
Margo Constance Laffen, 

daughter of Joshua and Meghan Laffen
Claire Michelle Skovbroten, 

daughter of Derek and Katelyn Skovbroten
Thomas Edward Hendrickson, 

son of Karl and Nicole Hendrickson
Breck Lynne Remus, 

daughter of Justin and Ashley Remus
Frances Rose Stueber, 

daughter of Jason and Jenna Stueber
Sophia Agnes Halbur, 

daughter of Rick and Annemarie Halbur
Greta Eloice Schugel, 

daughter of Joseph and Kallie Schugel
Aubree Ann Rieke, 
daughter of Timothy and Courtney Rieke 

New Members
Kay Lynn Haas
Larry and Karen Domeier
Michael Richter
Eugene Marte
Ryan Kobliska and family

Marriages
Joe Moldaschel and Alysia Helget
Gary Wilfahrt Jr. and Samantha Benson

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Lucille Braunreiter
John M. Hoffmann
Ardis Pautzke-Griebel
Evelyn A. Forstner
Donna M. Pfeiffer
Willis A. Schaefer Sr.
Dorothy Pfeiffer
Ronald Seitz 
Norm Warta
Marv Haberman

New Member
Katie Yarger

Cathedral

St. John’s

Transitions 

St. George
Baptisms
Griffin Roger Hillesheim, 

son of James and Kristin Hillesheim
Paige Ella Johnson,

daughter of Charlie and Katie Johnson

New Members
Nick and Jenna Peterson and family
Tyler and Jamiee Brand

Marriages
Tyler and Jamiee Brand

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Branson Patrick Bauer,

Son of Justin and Lindsey Bauer
Quinn Rose Brunn,

Daughter of Eric Brunn and Katie Christian
Charlie Thomas Dagel,

Son of Lance and Shelley Dagel
Tiphany Nikelly Honorato dos Santos,

Daughter of Cristina Sperl
Wyatt Charles Hartman,

Son of Matthew and Charleen Hartman
James Phillip Kober,

Son of Cory and Kelsey Kober
Jace Joseph Koch,

Son of Adam and Courtney Koch
Edward Dean Kollmann,

Son of Brent Kollmann and Angelesa Schaffer
Vera Elizabeth Netzke,

Daughter of Randal Netzke and Kristen Schaffer

New Members
Lance and Shelley Dagel and family
Karla Deutschmann and family
Matthew and Charleen Hartman and family
Nate Howk
Scott Mangen
Jerald and Beverly Matejka
Reanna Pereyra and family
Michael and Judy Seidl

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Richard Allen
Karen Christiansen
Maxine Falk
Sean Fink
Cledus Freiderich
Robert Haack

Marriages
Ryan Chatleain and Crystal Domeier
Scott Mangen and Chelsea Teichroew
Paul Stueber and Rosemary Weisensel

St. Gregory 
New Members
Jazymne Maidl

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Diane Schuelke

David L. Schieffert
Evelyn Biebl
Carol Holm
Richard Mertz
Norman Bernholtz
Pearl Roiger
Phyllis M. Marte
Leora M.Windschitl
Melvin Moldan
Phyllis Domeier

Connie Heck
Helen Kosek
LaVonne Rudell
Frank Saffert
Elizabeth Steinbach
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Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html 

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
MARCH

6 Ash Wednesday
No Faith Formation or RCIA classes

7 Baptism Class – 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral
8 Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral

10 First Sunday of Lent
Daylight Saving Time begins
Bingo – 1:00 p.m. at St. Gregory the Great
Right of Election – 3:00 p.m. at Cathedral
AFC Lenten Mission at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.

11 AFC Lenten Mission at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
12 AFC Lenten Mission at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
13 AFC Lenten Mission at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.

No Faith Formation or RCIA classes
14 AFC Lenten Mission at St. Mary – 7:00 p.m.
15 First Communion Learning Centers for St. Mary

candidates from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral

16 First Communion Learning Centers for St. Mary
candidates from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary 

17 Second Sunday of Lent
Middle School Youth Night – 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary

18 KOC meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral
The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral

20 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.

22 First Communion Learning Centers for Cathedral,
St. George, St. Gregory the Great and St. John
3:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Cathedral

Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral
23 First Communion Learning Centers for Cathedral,

St. George, St. Gregory the Great and St. John
8:00 – 11:00 a.m. at Cathedral

Choirs from St. Benedict and St. John’s University 
to perform at 2:30 p.m. at St. Mary

24 Third Sunday of Lent
Brunch with the Bishop – 11:00 a.m. in Marshall
Middle School Youth Night – 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary

25 The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
27 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
29 Broom Tree Youth Retreat begins

Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral
30 Spring Fever at St. George – 5:00 p.m.
31 Fourth Sunday of Lent

Cathedral CCW Sauerkraut Dinner at St. Mary
serving from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

APRIL
1 The Huddle  - 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
3 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
4 Baptism Class – 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral

Pastoral Council/Parish Admin. meeting –7:00 p.m.
5 Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral
6 Spring Fever at St. George – 5:00 p.m.

Great Dates – 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary
7 Fifth Sunday of Lent

St. John CCW Fundraiser Potluck Lunch - noon
Spring Fever at St. George – 1:00 p.m.
Truth on Tap – 7:45 at Green Mill

8 Red Cross Blood Drive: 1:00 –6:00 p.m. at St. Mary
The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral

10 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.

11 Chrism Mass – 7:00 p.m. at St. Aloysius in Olivia
12 Men’s Fish Fry:  4:00 – 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral

Stations of the Cross – 5:15 p.m. at Cathedral
13 Palm Braiding:  8:30 – 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary
14 Palm Sunday

St. Mary CCW Palm Sunday Brunch – 10:00 a.m.
15 KOC meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral

The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
17 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m.
18 Holy Thursday
19 Good Friday
20 Holy Saturday
21 Easter Sunday
22 The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
24 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation classes – 7:00 p.m.
27 First Communion rehearsal – 8:30 a.m. at St. Mary

First Communion rehearsal–10:00 a.m. at Cathedral
28 Divine Mercy Sunday

First Holy Communion – 9:00 a.m. at St. Mary
First Holy Communion – 1:30 p.m. at Cathedral
White Mass at Cathedral

29 The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
MAY

1 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. 

2 Baptism Class – 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral
4 Well-Read Moms – 8:30 a.m. at Cathedral

First Communion rehearsal – St. John, St. George
and St. Gregory the Great

Diocesan Celebration of Consecrated Life Mass -
5:00 p.m. at St. Catherine in Redwood Falls

5 Third Sunday of Easter
First Holy Communion at St. John, St. George and
St. Gregory the Great

Truth on Tap – 7:45 p.m. at Green Mill
6 The Huddle – 7:30 p.m. at Cathedral
8 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation Closing: May Crowning and
Ice Cream Social – 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary

11 Confirmation Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m. at St. Mary
Confirmation  Mass – 5:30 p.m. at St. Mary

12 Fourth Sunday of Easter
15 Catechist Appreciation Picnic

RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

11
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