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About the cover: Vacation Bible School,
Summer 2017.

Message from Monsignor Grams

I am grateful that God has placed me as
pastor/rector of the five parishes in the Holy
Cross Area Faith Community, and I am thank-
ful for what we have accomplished together.
None of this would be possible without your
personal involvement and financial support
these past two years.  You are the driving force

behind our success as an area
faith community comprised
of five parishes, for which I
am also very grateful!  Many
of you have shared your
hopes for a more welcoming,
more inspirational and more
gratifying faith experience in
each of our parishes.  

This fall I introduced a new campaign that
we have called Making Disciples for Christ.
The Making Disciples for Christ campaign
will create awareness and transparency of
things that are going on in our Holy Cross
AFC, and will help us take a moment to
embrace all the wonderful blessings that God
has bestowed upon us.  I am confident that
individual parishes will embrace our campaign
and understand the journey that will take us to
Making Disciples for Christ.  When we come

together as one fam-
ily, we can ensure
that the Holy Cross
Area Faith
Community will
remain strong and
vital for years to
come.  This cannot
be done by only a
few parishioners – it
needs everyone to be successful.  There is no
challenge or obstacle too great for us to con-
quer when we come together as one. 

In the weeks ahead, all of you will
receive a special letter from me mailed to
your homes. I simply ask that you read the
letter, pray and reflect as a family, and
respond generously with your prayers and
gifts.  I know each of you will do your part.
I encourage you to visit our website and
click on the Making Disciples for Christ
link where you will find a special note that I
ask all of you to read.  The link can be found
at DisciplesforChrist.weconnect.com. 

I am thankful for
what we have
accomplished
together.

Msgr. John Richter announced
his retirement from active ministry
in early June, and moved to Villa
Maria Apartments at Divine
Providence in Sleepy Eye at the
end of July.  Msgr. Richter was
assigned as Rector of the Cathedral
in 2002. He stepped down as rec-
tor, giving up administrative
duties in 2015.  At age 79, he has
now made another transition in his
priestly ministry.  At Divine
Providence, Msgr. Richter cele-
brates daily Mass and is available
for the Sacraments of Anointing of
the Sick and Reconciliation and
serving in other pastoral areas as his energy allows.  We are grateful to Msgr. Richter for his
faithfulness and dedication to the people of the Holy Cross AFC.  A farewell reception for
Msgr. Richter was held in Leifeld Hall on July 23.

A Celebration of Retirement
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We welcome the following individuals who
are serving in the Holy Cross AFC.

Fr. Garrett Ahlers - 
Parochial Vicar for the Holy Cross AFC
Fr. Garrett Ahlers is excited to serve in the

Holy Cross Area Faith Community as one of our
Parochial Vicars. After graduating from high
school in Marshall, Fr.
Garrett entered St. John
Vianney College
Seminary at the
University of St. Thomas
in St. Paul. He completed
his formation for the
priesthood at the
Pontifical North
American College while
studying theology at the
Pontifical Gregorian
University, Rome. He was ordained to the priest-
hood in June 2016 at the Cathedral in New Ulm.
Fr. Garrett moved to New Ulm in early July and
is getting settled into his responsibilities here in
the Area Faith Community. Fr. Garrett shared, “I
ask for your prayers as I begin this new assign-
ment and assure you all of my own: may we grow
together in love for Christ and of His Church!"

Fr. Bruno Santiago, OSB - 
Parochial Vicar for the Holy Cross AFC
Fr. Bruno Santiago is from India where he

served as a Benedictine monk.  He is happy to be
here and serve the faithful of New Ulm.  Fr.
Bruno entered into the
Asirvanam Benedictine
Monastery in 1992. He
studied philosophy and
theology in St. Peter's
Pontifical Seminary in
Bangalore.  He earned his
masters degree in com-
merce in Mysore
University while in the
monastery.  Fr. Bruno
was ordained on January
5, 2006.  Fr. Bruno was a regional superior from
2006-2009. He served as sub-prior and the direc-
tor of St. Benedict's Schools in Bangalore from
2009-2015. He was the procurator of St.
Benedict's Monastery in Tamil Nadu from 2015
until he left for the United States in June of 2017.
Fr. Bruno is the third of five children, and his par-
ents are still living and in good health. Fr. Bruno
shared, “I sincerely keep you all in my prayers
and ask St. Benedict for his powerful intercession
for our well-being in the Lord. I humbly ask you
to keep me in your prayers. ”

Dani Bohm-Guldan - 
Outreach Minister Holy Cross AFC

We welcome Dani Bohm-Guldan who serves
as the Outreach Minister for Cathedral and assists
with needs at St. George, St. Gregory the Great,
and St. John’s. Dani is originally from Humboldt,
Iowa, and has a younger brother.  She lived in the
state of Washington for
seven years following her
first year of college and
marriage. Dani worked
for Boeing Commercial
Airplane’s contracts
department until having
her first child created a
desire to be closer to fam-
ily back in the Midwest.
So Minnesota became
home: first Waseca, then
the Redwood Falls area, then Bird Island and now
New Ulm. Dani shared the following, “It was dur-
ing this time I studied to get my bachelor's degree
majoring in Christian Ministry. I love connecting
with people: getting to know who they are, where
they are from, what they enjoy in life, what hard-
ships they've faced, what got them through, etc. I
enjoy helping people feel valued and important -
that they matter in every walk of life. I have had
opportunities to work with bookkeeping and
finance, youth ministry and now outreach min-
istry. I have three grown children, six step-chil-
dren (five step-children-in-law) and nine step-
grandchildren. I enjoy family time, camping, bak-
ing, photography and scrapbooking.”

Mary Carroll – 
Part-time Custodial

We welcome Mary Carroll as the custodian at
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity effective July 7,
2017.  Originally from Sleepy Eye, Mary has
been a member of St. Mary’s parish in New Ulm
for 36 years.  She retired from 3M last year as a
Supply Chain Planning
Analyst and sought
part-time employment
to stay busy.  Mary
shared the following, “I
spend a lot of time in
church. It’s peaceful
there and I like that.
My intention is to use
my God-given talents
through my own
efforts, to work in the
church environment in order to maintain a clean
and welcoming sacred gathering space serving
God and God’s people.” 

Welcome New HCAFC Employees



By Matthew Edens

• In what manner does the
Church listen to the lived situa-
tions of young people?

• What are the main challenges
and most significant opportuni-
ties for young people today?

• If you could say anything to
Pope Francis, what would it be?
These are just a few of the

questions that the Vatican is hop-
ing to answer over the upcoming
year.  Pope Francis has dedicated
the 15th Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
to the theme of “Young People, the Faith,
and Vocational Discernment.” The Bishops
of the world will gather in Rome in
October 2018 to discuss how to better
accompany young people through their
journey of faith and life.

It’s clear, however, that the answer to
accompanying young people is not simple,
with numerous cultures throughout the
world, an increase in “nones” (those who
claim no religious belief), and a strong
push from the secular world/media to
accept worldviews that contradict the
Catholic faith.  Because of the complexity,
the Vatican is hoping that their survey can
offer an opportunity for youth and young
adults around the world to share their con-
cerns, joys, and hopes when it comes to the

Faith.
As New Ulm Catholic Young Adults, we

recently took time to look at a few of the ques-
tions during one of our Truth on Tap events at
Green Mill. A majority of the answers revealed
a strong desire for community and connected-
ness. There is a desire to “feel belonging, like
I’m needed/wanted, not just a number.”
Through those real relationships, the young
adults said, is where they can ask questions,
share concerns, and really grow in relationship
with Christ. 

As we go throughout this year leading to
the Synod, remember to keep the young people
of our AFC in your prayers and in your sight.
Reach out to them, love them, and be open to
their joy and energy for life and Church.
Sharing of Joy

The desire for community doesn’t begin
with young adults. This summer, the Youth
Ministry calendar was full! With Totus Tuus,
Monday night bonfires, diocesan camps, and
Summer Blast Caritas, it’s clear that the youth
also desire authentic relationships, opportuni-
ties for service, and times for prayer. There is
not enough space to share all the good that
happened, so here are some pictures that will
give a snapshot of the joy from our events!
Looking Ahead

Our Youth and Young Adult events for the
fall/winter kick off with Cor Jesu, an evening of
adoration, reconciliation, music, and fellow-
ship, on September 22, 2017. Join us at the
Cathedral at 7:15 p.m. as we reach out to the
young people of our AFC to offer them Jesus
and the community they so ardently desire.

Youth and Young Adult Ministry ~
Young People Are the Talk of the Vatican
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By Sarah Gillis

During the last week of June, 112 children
joined together to celebrate VBS in our area faith
community.

This year we discussed and learned through
praying, singing and dancing how Mary, the
Mother of God, brings us closer to her Son Jesus.
Children enjoyed learning how to say the rosary
during the faith station and then made a rosary
in the craft station. They also ate white snacks of
marshmallows and cheese sticks and discussed
Mary’s purity, and how they can remain pure in
heart, which helps to bring us closer to Jesus.  

Each day they learned a Virtue, how Mary
lived out that Virtue in her life, and how we can
try to incorporate the Virtues in our daily lives
with the goal of leading us closer to Jesus. The
week closed with Mass and a short program,
with the children singing and dancing, praising
God with their voices. 

Thank you to all the adult and youth volun-
teers and generous donors who made the week
possible. VBS 2018 is planned for the last week
of June. Please look for registration details next
spring. We hope to see many of the same smil-
ing faces! 

Vacation Bible School 2017 -
Mary Leads Us Closer to Jesus
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Five Parishes in the AFC Celebra
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ate Annual Picnics and Festivals



Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Each month Pope Francis urges Christians throughout the world
to unite in prayer.  We join our Holy Father in praying for these
intentions:

September 2017
• Parishes: that our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit,

may be places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.

October 2017
• Workers and the Unemployed:  that all workers may receive

respect and protection of their rights, and that the unemployed
may receive the opportunity to contribute to the common good.

November 2017
• Christians in Asia:  that Christians in Asia, bearing witness to

the Gospel in word and deed, may promote dialogue, peace
and mutual understanding, especially with those of other reli-
gions.

December 2017
• The Elderly:  that the elderly, sustained by families and

Christian communities, may apply their wisdom and experi-
ence to spreading the faith and forming the new generations.
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CPR / AED Class Held for Volunteers and Staff
By Anita Hoffmann

A drenching rainstorm on the evening of August 16, 2017,
did not stop 30 members of the Holy Cross Area Faith
Community from coming together for a CPR/AED class at St.
Mary’s. 

Jeff Allerson, Heart Safe Coordinator from the New Ulm
Medical Center/Allina, gave an interesting and informative
presentation which included hands-on learning about how to
respond to persons who are unconscious, unresponsive, or who
may be choking. Each person who attended practiced the life-
saving methods of CPR on both adult and child mannequins.

Participants were also shown how to use an AED -
Automatic External Defibrillator.  All worship sites have an
AED. In fact, there are over 200 AEDs located in schools,
churches and public buildings in this area, in addition to all
law enforcement vehicles.

Learning how to recognize the need and how to proceed in
an emergency could save the lives of family, friends or fellow
parishioners. We are grateful to Jeff and the New Ulm Medical
Center Heart Safe Program for providing this class, and to all
who participated. 

Pictured (left to right) are Don and
Delores Helget; Jeff Allerson, Allina; Del
Fischer, Jr.; and Marvin Stueber.

Save the date:
Friday, October 13

Fatima Centennial
Candlelight

Rosary Procession
7:00 pm

Sleepy Eye
Check the bulletin or visit

www.dnu.org
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Kicking Off a New School Year at NUACS
By Sara Rieland 

For the 145th
time, a new year of
Catholic education
was launched this
fall in the city of
New Ulm. The first
pupils to enter
Catholic school in
New Ulm may
very well have
included several of
your ancestors
back in the fall of
’72 … that’s 1872.
Fast forward 145
years, and New Ulm Area Catholic Schools is
honoring its faith traditions and celebrating out-
standing, world-class education with a brand-
new school year.

The 2017-2018 year kicked off on
Wednesday, August 23, 2017, with the popular
K-12 Open House and Family Picnic. On an
absolutely beautiful afternoon, students and
families converged on the NUACS campus to
get everything in place for the coming school
year.

Grade 7 students, who are just now moving
from the St. Anthony Elementary School build-
ing to the Cathedral High School building, were
invited to join other new CHS students for a
two-hour orientation to explore their new class-
rooms, meet their new teachers, and organize
their lockers. New St. Anthony Elementary stu-
dents partnered up with a buddy for a school
tour while their parents met with teachers in
the classroom to learn everything they should
expect in the coming school year. 

After new and returning students had a
chance to drop off their school supplies and say
“hello” to staff and friends, everyone was invit-
ed to a picnic-style dinner in the lunchroom.
Families were also encouraged to walk through
the St. Anthony Elementary gymnasium to visit
with members of the Home & School
Association, purchase season athletic passes
and homecoming tailgate meal tickets, sign up
for the Super Hoopers basketball program,
learn about the new VEX Robotics Club, and
peruse Greyhounds spirit wear clothing for
sale.

To conclude the evening, Monsignor Grams
offered a special blessing of the school year. 

On Tuesday morning, August 29, 2017, the

NUACS campus was abuzz
with excitement and energy. At
8:05 a.m., the bells rang and sig-
naled the official start of the
2017-2018 school year.

A special welcome to the fol-
lowing new teachers and staff at
NUACS: Don Binger (CHS
maintenance), Tim Watts (CHS
math), Sr. Magnificat (CHS reli-
gion), Fr. Garrett Ahlers (CHS
religion), Molly Forst (SAE 1st
grade), and Lisa Koopmann
(SAE 5th grade reading/religion
and 6th grade language arts).   

The Cathedral pipe organ and choir loft project has
been completed, with only a few elements remain-
ing.  The new instrument was blessed by Bishop
LeVoir at the 10:00 A.M. Mass on Sunday, August 13.
The dedication recital in August and a performance
by an Italian organist were the first two celebratory
events. A learning session entitled “Pipes, Pedals,
and Pizza” will be held on Saturday, October 14,
from 11 a.m. -2 p.m. Cathedral organist, Nathan
Knutson, will also give a concert of popular organ
music to showcase the instrument starting at 1 p.m.
that day. All are welcome!

Cathedral Organ Blessing



Baptisms
Griffin Patrick Schugel, 

son of Joseph & Kallie Schugel 
Olivia Janice Guldan, 

daughter of Tim & Brooke Guldan
Mallory Mercedis Rodewald, 

daughter of Eric & Pamela Rodewald
Camden John Rieke, 

son of Timothy & Courtney Rieke
Ava Leona Fischer, 

daughter of Kyle Fischer and Mary Rosenhammer
Lennon James Horejsi, 

daughter of Randall & Jessica Horejsi

New Members
Joseph & Kallie Schugel and family  
Jason & Kendall Soderberg and family
Derek Johnson
Debra Webster

Marriages
Hunter Brinkman and Cierra Krenz
Brandon Sellner and Amanda Bray 
Zach Fischer and Leah Eckstein
Joshua Bohnen-Fischer and Heidi Herzog 
Kevin Hauth and Amy Berg      
Daniel Parsley and Morgan Zollner
Blake Kral and Emily Guldan

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Nancy Helget David Schrimpf
Norma Gag Margaret F. Bauer
Florence Wilfahrt Elaine Filzen
Elizabeth Stadick Harlan Wilfahrt
Joseph Hoffmann Richard Konakowitz
Arleen Schleif Elsie Portner
Addison Berdan Tara Portner
Randal Berdan Barbara J. Heille

Thomas R. Filzen

Baptisms
Valerie Victoria Turvold 

daughter of Steven and Julie Turvold
Scarlett Grace Suess 

daughter of Adam and Laura Suess
Hudson Willard Leikem, 

son of Kallie Kociemba and Joshua Drexler

New Members
Arcadio Gutierrez

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
James Braulick

Cathedral

St. John’s

Transitions 
St. George
Baptisms
Makaio Lawrence Rivera, 

son of Timothy Rivera and Jade Nosbush 
Rory Marie LeBrun, 

daughter of Kyle & Tina LeBrun

New Members
Aaron & Stefanie Wenninger

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Ella Biebl

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Hudson Lee Portner, 

son of Preston & Amber Portner
Elliott Luke Fischer, 

son of Timothy & Lindsay Fischer
Eva Jean Berle, 

daughter of Darren & Nadine Berle
Theodore William Portner, 

son of Eric & Mary Portner
Valerie Victoria Turvold, 

daughter of Steven & Julie Turvold
Lucia Mae Kober, 

daughter of Cory & Kelsey Kober
Nora Louise Sauter, 

daughter of Dustin & Sarah Sauter
Dane Thomas Anderson, 

son of Jared Anderson and Nicole Hoeft
Rosealyn Ann Warwick, 

daughter of Daniel & Cassandra Warwick
Baylor Mark Ziemer, 

son of Ryan & Jennifer Ziemer
Finley Steven Bjerke, 

son of Patricia Bjerke

New Members
Preston & Amber Portner and family
Dan & Kathryn Schwartz
Stephanie Joyce
Jared & Nicole Anderson and family
Shawn & Tiffany Hillesheim and family
Joseph & Erika Hoffmann and family
Patrick & Lynn Guggisberg

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Mary Baker Ralph Schaefer
Donna Hood Kathleen Schewe
Ryan Neudecker Gerald Wendinger
Melvin Reinhart Matthew Anderson

St. Gregory 
Baptisms
Addelyn Jo Davis, 

daughter of Chris & Sara Davis

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Leon Berdan



Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html 

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
OCTOBER

8 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
CCW Recognition Sunday
Youth Ministry Bonfire at 

St. Mary – 7:30 p.m.
9 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.

11 RCIA Class in Cathedral PC – 6:45 p.m.
10th Grade Confirmation Meeting in 

Leifeld Hall – 7:00 p.m.
Faith Formation Classes - 7:00 p.m.

12 HCAFC Admin/Pastoral Council Meeting at
Pastoral Center – 7:00 p.m.

15 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Mission Sunday

16 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.
KOC Meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.

18 No Faith Formation or RCIA Classes
22 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Youth Ministry Bonfire at 
St. Mary – 7:30 p.m.

23 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.
25 RCIA Class in Cathedral PC – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes – 7:00 p.m.
29 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

CUF Breakfast Bazaar at St. Mary’s
serving from 8:30 - 12:30

30 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER
1 All Saints Day – Holy Day of Obligation

No Faith Formation or RCIA Classes
2 All Souls Day

St. Mary CCW Memorial Mass – 7:00 p.m.
Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.

5 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
6 Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Mary from

1:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.
8 RCIA Class in Cathedral PC – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes – 7:00 p.m.
10 Cathedral First Reconciliation Learning 

Centers from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m.
11 St. Mary First Reconciliation Learning

Centers from 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.
12 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
12 St. John CUF Fall Fundraiser Brunch                         

from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
St. John CUF Turkey Bingo from

1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
13 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.
15 RCIA Class - 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes – 7:00 p.m.
18 First Reconciliation at Cathedral – 8:30 a.m.

First Reconciliation at St. Mary – 10:00 a.m.
19 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Mary’s 30th Annual Men’s Ham Dinner 
Served from 10:00 a.m.  to 1:00 p.m.

20 KOC Meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.

22 No Faith Formation or RCIA Classes
23 Thanksgiving Day

Community Thanksgiving Meal at St. Mary  
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Parish offices will be closed.
24 Parish offices will be closed.
26 Christ the King 
27 Rosary at Cathedral – 1:00 p.m.
29 RCIA Class in Cathedral PC – 6:45 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes – 7:00 p.m.
24 Fourth Sunday of Advent
27 No Faith Formation or RCIA Classes
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