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Message from Monsignor Grams
In the weeks and months ahead, how will
we strive to show mercy to all those with
whom we live and work - especially those
individuals whose ideas and opinions differ
from our own? As a nation, our divisions
seem to be getting deeper. However, during
this election year, we are presented with the opportunity to learn
from our differences. Within our
“Each of us has
families, parishes and political
blind spots -- areas groups, we can see our differences and realize the need to
build bridges in this year of
that we fail or
mercy and beyond.
choose not to see. ”
On September 17/18, we celebrated Life and Dignity Sunday.
This was designed to assist us in
our understanding and appreciation of
Catholic teaching on critical issues such as
economics, immigration, life and healthcare.
The purpose of Life and Dignity Sunday was
not to tell people how to vote, but to encourage them to exercise their civil responsibility
and to view important issues through a
Catholic non-partisan lens. Catholics were
offered the opportunity to receive further
information through email from the
Minnesota Catholic Conference
(www.mncc.org).
Each of us has blind spots -- areas that we
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fail or choose not to
see. Rather than
focusing on what
divides us as a people and a nation, we
are challenged by the
church to respect the
dignity of every
human person.
Amid conflict and
division, Catholicism
strives to preserve unity through respectful
dialogue. This tenet of preserving unity
comes from centuries of praying and reflecting
on our lived experience in light of Sacred
Scripture. As a church we still experience
divisions, but what unites us is far stronger.
With one year under our belts as an Area Faith
Community, I have noticed a greater mix of
AFC parishioners worshiping at each of the
five parishes and attending the five parish festivals. These events continue to help unite us.
This August marked the beginning of our second year of meeting as an AFC with one pastor. Our initial AFC joint pastoral and administrative committee meeting commenced with
45 representatives of the five parishes sitting
quietly at separate tables. One year later, the
parish reps are more evenly seated at six
round tables and the volume in the room is
noticeably more lively. The dialogue continues.
We have made strides in working together
as an AFC. For some, we have moved too
slow, and for others, too fast. Some wish we
could go back to five separate parishes. There
is still work that remains to be done to bring
us together. We need to be intentional about
providing an atmosphere of trust where dialogue remains open in our homes, work
places, schools and parishes concerning
important issues that divide and unite us.
The 2016 election will be decided on
November 8, and the Year of Mercy officially
closes on November 20. But our responsibility
as citizens and Catholic Christians continues
as we show God’s merciful love to all we meet,
and strive to transform our nation by remaining in the dialogue.
About the cover: Last day of VBS for the Holy
Cross AFC.

Holy Cross Welcomes New Staff

Karen Domeier

Fr. Cornelius

We welcome Karen M. Domeier to the role
of Receptionist/Bookkeeper for Cathedral
Parish. Karen is a familiar face; she lives in
New Ulm with her husband, Larry. They
have two adult children, Nick, an electrician
in New Ulm and Emily, a student at St.
Benedict’s University in St. Joseph. Karen
will also do “crossover duties” supporting
the parishes of the Holy Cross AFC, and is
happy to be of assistance at Cathedral and in
the Holy Cross AFC in her new role.
Fr. Cornelius Ezeiloaku, our newest
Associate Pastor, is a native of Nigeria and
grew up in a Catholic family. Father’s native
language is Igbo, which is spoken by people
in southern Nigeria. He began singing and
playing instruments in school, and is accomplished on piano and organ. Hymns and
classical music are his specialties. In his
short time in the United States, he has quickly grown to love Minnesota. Father’s first
assignment was in the Winsted, Silver Lake
and Glencoe communities. Fr. Cornelius was
ordained on August 16, 2003. Before coming
to the United States, he was the pastor of a
2,200 household parish. May his presence
broaden and enrich our vision of church and
the world.
The oldest of four children, Fr. Johanneck
grew up on his parents’ farm just north of
Seaforth. He has one brother and two sisters.
His home parish is St. Mary’s in Seaforth,
where Msgr. Richter was his pastor when he
was in high school. He attended St. Anne’s
Elementary and graduated from Wabasso
Public High School. Earning a B.A. in

Fr. Johanneck

Matthew Edens

Catholic Studies at the University of St.
Thomas, Father entered the seminary after
graduation. He began his seminary studies
at the St. Paul Seminary and completed them
at the Pontifical North American College in
Rome. After being ordained a priest on June
30, 2012 he returned to Rome for his final
year of study. His first assignment was at
the Divine Mercy AFC of Sleepy Eye,
Morgan, Leavenworth, and Comfrey where
he served for three years. Six years ago he
was assigned as a transitional deacon at St.
Mary’s where he helped establish perpetual
Eucharistic adoration.
We extend a warm welcome to Matthew
Edens, the newly hired coordinator of Youth
and Young Adult Ministry. He comes to us
from Rochester, MN with over 4 years of
youth ministry work at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish. Before that, he was working in
Campus Ministry with the Newman Center
at Winona State University. Some of his
interests include prayer, music, photography,
being outdoors, jigsaw puzzles, and doing
handstands on things around the world!
When asked about his favorite Saint, he
replied, “Hm…. Right now, St. Teresa of
Calcutta or Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati.
There are so many to choose from!” When
you see Matthew, stop and say “Hello,” and
welcome him to our Holy Cross Area Faith
Community.
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Summer Blast Caritas 2016
By Sarah Gillis
Youth from sixth to eighth grade along with
their youth leaders have enjoyed a summer of
fun, sacraments and service! We had 40 youth
participate throughout the summer. Our theme
for the summer was, “Who is Jesus? Where do
we find Him? How do we get to know Him?”
We began the first week of June with morning Mass. This was followed by a teaching,
game playing and service at First Choice
Pregnancy Services, Heart-to-Home and the
Clothing Depot.
The second week of June focused on “Where
do we find Jesus?” discovering that we find
Him in church, in others and in nature. The
youth attended Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral led by Fr. Sam Wagner. This was
followed by fun and games, a bonfire and a
service project of erecting a large wooden cross
at Zinniel Utilities (see photo).
At our third meeting, our discussion focused
on “How do we get to know Him?” and found
we do so by spending time with Him! Steve
Gherke from Heart-to-Home shared his testimony with the youth. The young people spent
time in prayer and journalled before offering
their service to help set up for the Cathedral
Parish Festival (occurring that weekend).
At our July meeting, the youth were encouraged to enter into a deeper relationship with
Jesus by receiving the Sacrament of Confession
spending time adoring Him in Eucharistic
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Adoration. Our new priests, Fr. Cornelius and
Fr. Johanneck, assisted us. We then celebrated
our faith with s’more-making and game playing!
Our final meeting in August began with a
potluck supper, then attended the free
Christian Concert at the Brown County Fair by
“7eventh Time Down.” It was a great group of
kids to work with! We pray that their faith
was strengthened by their participation.
Please look for upcoming Youth Ministry related events on the Holy Cross AFC web page and
bulletins. Plans are being made for the
November 5th Lifeline Mass with Fr. Mike
Schmitz at the NET center in St. Paul.

Vacation Bible School Celebrates Life
By Linda Arduser
The last week of June was filled with
great excitement as 113 children participated
in Vacation Bible School’s “Birthday Blast: A
Celebration of Life.” The program was
designed to awaken the hearts and minds of
kids to the beauty of God’s creation and the
dignity of the human person. The kids
learned to discover, respect, protect, serve
and celebrate life.
Each day the children visited five different stations were they got to help make a
snack, created an art project, learned new
songs with actions, participated in games
and reflected on God’s love for each and
every human life.
Some of the highlights of the week were
seeing “Touch of Life Baby Models” showing
the development of the fetus in the womb.
They also made Pro-Life Picket Posters; and
after celebrating Mass on the last day, everyone gathered with their posters to participate
in a Pro-Life March.
VBS would not have been successful
without our 13 adult volunteers. Those who
helped with registration and directed the stations were Amber Bentler, Lindsay Berdan,
Amber Collins, Jackie Finstad, Ann
Hoffmann, Erin Jensen, Brenda Lenertz,
Brenda Longworth, Sara Paszkiewicz, Lisa
Jean Portner, Mary Reinhart, Rachael Uher,
Jenell Worm and codirectors Sarah Gillis
and Linda Arduser.
Another very
important part of VBS
were our 35 teen
helpers. These amazing teens led small
groups of children to
each station. It is nice
that we have so many
return from past years
and say they want to
volunteer again next
year!
We are so thankful
for the generosity of
people for contribut-

ing items from our Wishing Boards, donations from church organizations, individual
monetary donations and the Catholic United
Financial Foundation. With the extra help
from these groups, we were able to make
VBS even more special.
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Celebrates With Summer Festivals
By Karen Domeier
Guests of all ages have enjoyed
fun-filled days at our area
Summer Festivals. The face
painting booth, ring toss and
other games were a favorite
stop for kids of all ages. The
silent auctions, theme baskets,
craft booths and raffle areas had
a steady stream of guests competing for the many wonderful
items available. And of course,
the dinners and food on the
grounds were popular with
hungry fest-goers. Local musicians lent a festive backdrop of
music to the whole event.
Many thanks to our dedicated
committees for their tremendous efforts and to all who
joined in the celebrations!
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The Church Celebrates Our Newest Saint
By Brenda Lenertz

The elevation of Blessed Mother Teresa to St. Teresa of Calcutta
took place on Sunday, September 4, 2016 at the Vatican.
Known as the “saint of the gutters,” Mother Teresa was born
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in 1910 in what is now Macedonia. At age 18
she went to Ireland to join the Loreto Sisters of Dublin, a community
of nuns with missions in India. Inspired by St. Therese of Lisieux’s
ability to do ordinary things with extraordinary love, she chose the
name ‘Teresa.’ As Sister Teresa, she traveled to India to work as a
teacher in her order’s school in Calcutta. She became Mother Teresa
after making her final vows.
While traveling by train in 1946, Mother Teresa heard God’s call to
leave the Loreto convent and devote herself to caring for the sick and
the poor. Susan Conroy writes, “Her years as a Loreto Sister were the
happiest years of her life, but God called her to leave it all behind in order to follow him into
the slums. ‘It was much harder to leave Loreto than to leave my family and my country,’ Mother
Teresa recalled. ‘Loreto meant everything to me.’”
Receiving permission from the Vatican in 1950, Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of
Charity, a religious order of women dedicated to serving “the poorest of the poor.” Mother
Teresa died in Calcutta in 1997 at the age of 87.
At her canonization, Pope Francis praised Mother Teresa as a model of compassion. “For St.
Teresa, he said, “mercy was the salt which gave flavor to her work. It was the light which shone
in the darkness of the many who no longer had tears to shed for their poverty and suffering.”
About 1,500 homeless people from across Italy were bused to the Vatican to be given seats of
honor at the Mass alongside hundreds of Missionaries of Charity sisters, 13 heads of state or
government and royalty. St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us!

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
We join our Holy Father in praying for these intentions:
September, 2016
• Universal: That each may contribute to the common good and to the building of a
society that places the human person at the center.
• Evangelization: That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scripture,
Christians may become more aware of their mission to evangelize.
October, 2016
• Universal: That human trafficking, the modern form of slavery, may be eradicated.
• Evangelization: That with a missionary spirit the Christian communities of Asia may
announce the Gospel to those who are still awaiting it.
November, 2016
• Universal: That we may be open to personal encounter and dialogue with all, even those
whose convictions differ from our own.
• Evangelization: That pastors of the Church, with profound love for their flocks, may accompany them and enliven their hope.

8

Cathedral Golf Classic A Success!
By Sara Rieland
The 29th Annual Cathedral Golf Classic
took place on Monday, August 1, at the New
Ulm Country Club. This year 138 golfers
participated. This is always a very popular
event with CHS alumni, parents, friends, and
community leaders. The Golf Classic was
started 29 years ago by John Vetter, the former NUACS Development Director. Many
of the participants have been golfing in the
Cathedral Golf Classic since it began! Over
the years, the event has grown to include
both old and young alumni.
Golfers arrived at the NUCC just before
noon on the hot August day to check in, find
out which hole they would begin on, and to
purchase raffle tickets. At noon, NUCC Pro
Tim Huffman explained the rules of the
scramble format, and the golfers were on
their way! Volunteers staffed all of the Par 3
holes, allowing golfers to place bets on their
teammates. These bets certainly added fun
and excitement to the game! In addition to
the bets, golfers had two chances to win a
new car if they were able to sink a hole-inone on either Hole 2 or Hole 10.
Unfortunately, there were no winners this
year, but a few came very close.
After the 18 holes of golf were completed,
golfers turned in their scorecard to the golf
professional at the board and headed inside
for dinner. Fr. Cornelius led us in prayer and
the over 160 guests enjoyed a buffet dinner
of ribs, shrimp and ham. Sara Rieland,
NUACS Director of Development and
Alumni Relations, thanked the NUCC staff,
sponsors, volunteers, and the planning committee for all their hard work.

The new CHS Principal, Mr. William
Schumacher, was invited to take a few minutes to introduce himself to the crowd. After
Mr. Schumacher’s introduction, CHS Baseball
Coach Bob Weier thanked volunteer coach
Sam Clyne for his 32 years of service to the
CHS Baseball program. Sam thanked Bob
and those in attendance for making his years
as a coach so fulfilling.
Last but not least, all of the prizes and
winners were announced. The raffle awarded a total of $500 in prizes. Tim Huffman
announced the winners of the on-course
games and the scramble winners.
Congratulations to the winning foursome of
Brian Guldan, Tony Moldan, Luke Schmitz,
and Doug Gleisner! Before drawing names
for door prizes, Sara Rieland took the time to
share some information about the upcoming
NUACS Metro Golf Tournament, and to
thank everyone for attending this very successful New Ulm tournament. Over the
years, the Cathedral Golf Classic has raised
over $175,000 for the Athletic Department
and Scholarship Fund! Save the date for next
year’s tournament which will be held on
Monday, August 7, 2017.
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Transitions
St. John’s

Cathedral

Baptisms
Grace Ann Breu

daughter of Aaron & Danielle Breu

New Members
Sandy Schiebel

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Carter David Kral
Noah David Whittington

son of Katie Christian
son of Adam and Laura
Wittington

Marriages
Anthony Mathiowetz & Rebecca Waibel

Baptisms
Elizabeth Leigh Waibel
Daughter of Cole and Leigh Waibel
Evelyn Kristine Waibel
Daughter of Cole and Leigh Waibel
Britta Lauryn Walden
Daughter of Travis Walden and Kristina Dittrich
Isaac William Sellner
Son of Brandon Sellner and Amanda Bray
Estelle Morgan Sellner
Daughter of Dustin Davis and Tabitha Sellner
Crosby Jace Helget
Son of Cody and Kristine Helget
Monica Kathryn Halbur
Daughter of Rick and Annemarie Halbur

New Members

7/8/16

DeAnna Aufderheide and family
Robert and Joan Busch
Rick and Annemarie Halbur
Kristin Prunty
Derek and Katelyn Skovbroten and family
Tori Gonzales and Michael Stevenson
Kristopher and McKenzie Wallyn and family

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Lee Embacher
Lucille Wolf
MaryAnn Wesselmann
Donna Ericson
Philastine Herring
Pat Kneefe

Marriages

St. Gregory

Whitney Osborne and Aaron Pfaff
Christina Miller and Michael Koester

Marriages
Joseph Hoepner & Kelsey DeBoer

5/21/16

Baptisms
Rylee Marie Hoffmann, daughter of Nick and Megan Hoffmann

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Edna Maidl
Clarence “CF” Maidl

St. George
Baptisms
Maya Ramsley, daughter of Sarah and Cole Ramsley

New Members
Sarah Ramsley & Family
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Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Patricia Ann Helget
Lauretta Holm
Raymond Portner
Geraldine "Geri" Roesch

Cathedral Pipe Organ Project Moves Forward
By Nathan Knutson
The Cathedral pipe organ continues toward
completion, with the console being delivered soon.
Recently, the Knutson family visited the JF Nordlie
shop in Sioux Falls, SD to view the console and
other parts of the organ in construction. The children enjoyed trying all the buttons and keyboards,
truly a delight and work of art in itself, even without the pipes.
All of the pipes from the existing Jaeckel organ
were on hand, cleaned, fixed, and polished up for
reuse, where they are being fitted to their new win
chests. The amount of woodworking, wiring,
leather, and other intricate elements is truly astonishing. The quality of the instrument being made is remarkable, and we greatly look forward to its
installation toward the end of the year, and the celebrations to come in 2017.

Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html
for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
August
24 NUACS New Student Orientation/Open
House 4:30-6:30 p.m.
28 St. John the Baptist Parish Festival
30 NUACS 1st day of school

September
1 AFC Baptism Class 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Cathedral
5 Parish Offices Closed – Labor Day
6 NUACS All School Mass 1:30 p.m.
8 St. Gregory the Great CCW meeting
6:30-9:00 p.m. at the rectory
11 St. George Harvest Festival
12 New Ulm Public 1st day of school
12 Prayer Shawl meeting 6:30 p.m. in
St. Mary’s cry room
14 Faith Formation/Religious Ed Opening Mass
7 p.m. at Cathedral; meet and greet following
17 Diocesan Youth Ministry: Cor Jesu, 7:15 p.m.
at Cathedral
18 Catechetical Sunday
19 Knights of Columbus meeting
7:00 p.m. at Cathedral
21 Faith Formation/Religious Education classes
begin 7:00 pm
25 St. Mary’s Fall Festival
28 1st Reconciliation parent meetings 7 p.m.
St. Mary’s Social Hall for St. Mary’s parishioners; Leifeld Hall for Cathedral, St.
George, St. John and St. Gregory parishioners
30 New Ulm Public Homecoming

October
2 Pumpkinfest 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. on
St. George grounds
6 AFC Baptism Class 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Cathedral
7 NUACS Homecoming
8 DNU Ethics Conference at Schoenstatt
9 CCW Recognition Sunday
12 AFC Confirmation Meeting 7 p.m. at
Leifeld Hall
13 HCAFC Pastoral Council & Parish Admin.
Council meeting at the Pastoral Center
7:00-8:00 p.m.
19 No Faith Formation/Religious Ed – MEA
break
21 Diocesan Youth Ministry: Cor Jesu, 7:15 p.m.
at Sleepy Eye
28 1st Reconciliation Learning Centers 3-7 p.m.
at St. Mary’s
29 1st Reconciliation Learning Centers 8-11 a.m.
at St. Mary’s
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