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About the cover: Holy Cross AFC
Confirmation, May 13, 2017

Message from Monsignor Grams

When tempted with the abundance of food,
drink and desserts at graduation receptions, I
recall a simple piece of advice given to me by
Mr. Harold Remme when we lived in Tracy:
“When you go to receptions, just drink a little
water.” I wish I had been given this advice ear-
lier in the spring for the First Communion

receptions I attended.
Now we are nearing the

end of the reception season
honoring high school and
college graduates. Family
members and friends cele-
brate the accomplishments of
their graduates and pray for
them as they explore further

educational or job opportunities.
We also celebrate “graduations” from

kindergarten, elementary and middle schools.
These transitions are opportunities for parents
and grandparents to show their love and
support for their children. The process of
growth takes place all too quickly!

At this time in our liturgical year, we con-
tinue to celebrate the mystery of Our Lord’s
resurrection, ascension, and sending of his
Holy Spirit. We are challenged to live the
Paschal Mystery throughout the year. Each and
every weekend should have a “good”
Friday, a “holy” Saturday and an “Easter”
Sunday. Each and every day, we are called to
live out our faith.

Although the apostles and disciples did not
have a formal graduation, they had the

benefit of personally
experiencing Our
Lord for three years,
listening to Him,
seeing Him
after the resurrec-
tion, and receiving
the Holy Spirit who
is the love that pro-
ceeds from the
Father and the Son. In Baptism, we enter into
relationship with God, and at
Confirmation, we are sealed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

Reflecting on the mystery of the
Ascension of Our Lord into heaven, the
Church Fathers remind us that we experi-
ence the mystery of Christ’s presence in the
celebration of the sacraments. We are called
to thank God for the gift of His presence in
our lives. “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving.”

As we celebrate transitions in our lives,
we should pay attention to our relationship
with God. Are we growing or diminishing in
that relationship? Ultimately, we should be
preparing for eternal life with God and for
the joys of the heavenly banquet.

Each and every
day, we are called
to live out our
faith.

More information available at www.dnu.org
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by Brenda Lenertz

“The Pivotal Players – Volume I,” Bishop Robert
Barron’s latest adult study program, showcases six
people who shaped the life of the Church and
changed the course of western civilization.  Over
100 parishioners in our area faith community joined
an 11 week study of these individuals.  The lives
and works of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Thomas
Aquinas, St. Catherine of Siena, Blessed John Henry
Newman, G.K. Chesterton and Michelangelo were
introduced and explored over the course of the
study.  

Comments from some program participants….
These players are indeed Pivotal.  I’ve learned so
much about these people, making me proud to be
part of the Catholic Church.  We have a rich history
giving us hope for present day challenges.  If we
really tried to live and enjoy Christianity today, each
of us may be a kind of pivotal player.

Learning about the Pivotal Players has brought so
much joy into my life.  Bishop Barron is so interest-
ing to listen to, and I learned a lot!  The biggest
thing I am taking away from this experience is the
beautiful sense of community within the Church…
being a young adult, I am always searching for a
community that understands me as a young person
with a strong faith in God.  The people who attended
Pivotal Players have become my friends. I was able
to share my thoughts, learn more about my faith and
grow as a person in a safe and loving environment.
We supported each other on our journeys to heaven.
There is something so beautiful about that and I am
forever grateful for this experience and those who
were part of it.

Divine Providence that all of these “Pivotal
Players” were ‘in place’ when they were needed –
the gift of the Holy Spirit!

Through Bishop Barron God has provided another
opportunity for us to grow in our faith by studying
the lives and teachings of the Pivotal Players. Their
lives provide great examples of us to follow… St.
Catherine of Siena, a Pivotal Player, tells us to
“…be who God meant you to be and you will set the
world on fire.”

Pivotal Players gave me insight to saints and impor-
tant people I knew little about and how they related
to the Catholic Church.  Very interesting!

There is a lot more in the world that I don’t know.
This was a good stretching exercise for my mind –
go beyond the ordinary and delve into the mystery.

Community – togetherness – studying extraordinary
people who shared our world and our faith.  To
know them now as anchors and examples for us to
live by, knowing where they came from and how they
were guided by the Spirit!

Joy – Joy was so obvious in the lives of Francis of
Assisi, Catherine of Siena and G.K. Chesterton.  All
the Pivotal Players had a bond with God.  I think
that is why, even in daily struggles, they had joy.
They responded willingly to God’s love.

Very much enjoyed the experiences of diversified
Pivotal Players in this series.  Good to learn, dis-
cuss, see how these humans influenced the Church
in very different ways.

The more I learn about the Catholic Church, the
more I realize I do not know!  It has been inspiring
to learn how each “Player” studied, searched,
struggled and discovered God through their deep
faith to enrich the understanding and truths of the
Catholic faith in their own unique ways.  They used
their creative minds, hearts and hands for the glory
of God…  Throughout the series I found a continu-
ing thread of joy and strong faith in God, our
Creator and Savior in all of their stories.

Pivotal Players Who Enrich the Catholic Church
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by Matthew Edens

"Heavenly Father, give the youth of the
Holy Cross AFC the courage to strive for the
highest goals, to flee every temptation to be
mediocre. Enable them to aspire to greatness
and to open their hearts with joy to Your call
to Holiness. Free them from the fear of failure.
Help them to live for you with confidence, and
to strive for Sainthood. Amen.”

Every year, I am amazed and edified by the
Lenten sacrifices of the young people among
us. The novelty of giving something up for 40
days is still fresh, which causes the youth to go
big! Giving up all apps on their phones, all
social media, music, hot showers, and more.
They add things like leaving positive notes in
random places around town, or praying more
often throughout the day. While adults may
pick one or two of these types of sacrifices, it is
not uncommon for a teenager to jump into 3 or
4 of them! Often, they might cut back and real-
ly tackle just one or two, but that excitement
for the challenge is inspiring. It’s the child-like
faith we are called to practice! Come Easter,
we are able to unite not only our sacrifices
with Jesus on the Cross, but our joy at over-
coming temptation with the joy of the resur-
rection. 

The youth, besides being active in their
Lenten mission, have been active in other ways
as well! From choir and band concerts, to sci-
ence fairs, to spring sports, it is always encour-
aging to see them striving for excellence. Let
us continue to cheer them on their passions,
and cultivate confident and faith-filled leaders.

Summer 2017
Summer Registration is in full swing, so check out
the calendar and sign up soon! Here is a breakdown
of what to expect:

• June 5th – Server’s Appreciation Trip to Valley
Fair – Servers go for free! Others can come, but they
must pay the group rate of $28.00. We leave from
Cathedral parking lot at 8:30am on June 5th, and
return about 5:30pm. Please register by Tuesday,
May 30th.
• June 25th-30th – Vacation Bible School – For ages
4-11, join the Cool Kingdom Party with songs, crafts
and other fun activities. Cost is $20.00, from 9:00am –
Noon.
• July 16th-21st – Totus Tuus – A new program this
year for all grades! The 1st-6th graders meet during
the daytime of Mon-Fri, and grades 7-12 in the
evenings Sun-Thurs. Topics this year are Salvation
History and the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. Come
experience this new and exciting program! Cost is
$20.00 + a dozen cookies/snack.
• Summer Blast Caritas – 
June 7th, 21st, July 12th and 26th, August 10th –
Three mornings and two evenings of Mass, food,
games, prayer, and service! Grades 6-8 are welcome
to come and serve the needs of others right here in
New Ulm. “Love begins at home” as St. Teresa of
Calcutta once said. We meet from 7am-11:30am for
the first 3, and in the evenings of the last two. Cost is
$20.00, $30 if you want a t-shirt.
• Diocesan Summer Camps

* Camp Beloved - Girls Camp 7-12th grade – July
22nd -26th 
* Camp Greatness - Boys Camp - Middle school –
July 27th-30th; High school – July 31st-Aug 4th

Youth Ministry in our AFC
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By Deb Pribyl

A May Crowning celebration was held on
Wednesday, May 10, 2017, at the Church of St.
Mary in New Ulm to close the 2016-17 Holy
Cross Area Faith Community Faith
Formation/Religious Education year. 

Approximately 300 students, families and
others from all five parishes gathered for the
event. The First Communicants and
Confirmation candidates processed together
with flowers to place at the foot of the statue of
Mary. Crowning Mary were Calli Koop, Tanner
Merkel, and Sarah Longtin. The celebration con-
tinued with scripture, songs and prayers
focused on Mary, the Mother of God. 

At the conclusion of the celebration, students
and families were treated to an ice cream social
held in the social hall of the church. Information
and registration for the upcoming summer
events of Summer Blast Caritas, Totus Tuus,
Camp Beloved and Camp Greatness, and
Vacation Bible School were available at the
social. 

It is never too early to look forward to next
year! Faith Formation/Religious Education regis-
tration and payment can be done online by visit-
ing the Holy Cross AFC website. Under the
Ministries tab, click on the pull-down tab for
Faith Formation and follow the prompts to com-
plete your registration. If you need assistance,
you can contact the Director of Religious
Education at your parish.   

AFC Faith Formation/Religious Education Closes with May Crowning 
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Congratulations to all who received their First Holy Communio
bringing them to this important day in their lives, especially their 

to the Holy Eucharist and continue to grow

First Communion, April 23, 2017 
Church of St. Mary, New Ulm, MN
Left to right, Row 1: Alissa Hoffmann, Wyatt Hoffmann, Matthew
Hoffmann, Jeffrey Kral, Allie Schneider, Shelby Serbus, Methodious
Amoah, Emma Hoffmann, Madelyn Merkel, Jeremy Eckstein, Logan
Goblirsch, Natalie Foster. Row 2: Crosby Batt, Elaina Brown,
Madisen Enevoldsen, Peyton Jensen, John Hoffmann, Calli Koop,
Benjamin Furth, Thea Paszkiewicz, Skyler Lyimo, Rowan Schlagel,
Sabrina Mangen. Row 3: Andrew Stern, Masyn Hauser, Joseph
Wise, Noah Braun, Lauryn Schulz, Christian (Herrera) Arndt,
Braelyn Warwick. Back Row: Ms. Brenda Lenertz, Emily Schommer,
Msgr. Douglas Grams, Mark Schommer, Piper Mangen, Mrs.
Shelley Roufs, Mrs. Allison Hazuka 

First Communion at St. John’s
April 30,2017 

Msgr. Grams, Jack Griebel and his mother, Trisha

First Communion Celebrated i
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First Communion April 30, 2017
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, New Ulm, MN
First row l to r: Amber Moll, Mason Sprenger, Carter Zinniel, Braxton Rahe, Andrew Bentler, Shyla Day, Tanner
Merkel, Alex Portner and Blaine Kral. Second row l to r: Aubrey Moldan, Claire Beranek, Emma Beranek, Eli
Anderson, Brad Kral, Evan Blekestad, Everett Worm, and Madalyn Portner.  Third row l to r: Camden Berg, Ali
Klinkner, Greta Bailey, Aiden Huls, Lily Enger, Ethan Lodes, Hayden Wiegand, Hudson Johnson, Frankee Vavra.
Fourth row l to r: Morgan McKibben, Norah Runge, Mason Reinarts, Holly Merkel, Joshua Forstner, Kylie Berdan and
Carter Wilson.

First Communion, at St. George
May 7, 2017
Chloe Beranek and Msgr. Grams

First Communion at St. Gregory
May 7, 2017
Mathias Uher and Violet Beranek 
with Msgr. Grams

n this Easter season!  Thank you to all who played a role in
parents, our priests and catechists.  May they remain faithful

w in their love for our Eucharistic Lord.

in Our Area Faith Community



Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Each month Pope Francis urges Christians
throughout the world to unite in prayer.  We
join our Holy Father in praying for these inten-
tions:

June 2017
• National leaders: that national leaders may

firmly commit themselves to ending the
arms trade, which victimizes so many inno-
cent people.

July 2017
• Lapsed Christians: that our brothers and sis-

ters who have strayed from the faith,
through our prayer and witness to the
Gospel, may rediscover the merciful close-
ness of the Lord and the beauty of the
Christian life.

August 2017
• Artists:  that artists of our time, through

their ingenuity, may help everyone discover
the beauty of creation.

September 2017
• Parishes: that our parishes, animated by a

missionary spirit, may be places where faith
is communicated and charity is seen.
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AFC Confirmation Celebrated on May 13, 2017
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NUACS Graduates Twenty Seniors
by Sara Rieland

Twenty members of the 2017 senior class

received their diplomas on Sunday, May 21,

2017. Baccalaureate Masses were held earlier

that morning in each of the home parishes. After

an invocation and address from Bishop John M.

LeVoir, the Distinguished Student Awards were

presented. Emily Schotzko was named

Salutatorian; Brendan O’Brien was named

Valedictorian, and Anne Roufs received the

Lumen Christi Award. Mr. Denny Lux gave the

commencement address, and stu-

dent Emily Schotzko gave the

farewell address following the con-

ferring of diplomas. After a gloomy

and wet weekend, the skies parted

so that the graduates could do the

traditional toss of their caps into

the air outside St. Mary’s following

the ceremony. Congratulations to

each member of the Class of 2017!



Baptisms
Cole Thomas Wurtzberger,

son of Joseph and Melanie Wurtzberger
Coraline Celeste Brinkman, 

daughter of Hunter Brinkman and Cierra Krenz
Dominick Michael Schwab, 

son of Brian and Abigail Schwab
Britney Hope Thedens, 

daughter of Donald Thedens and Myra Rosin
Norah Grace Hendrickson,

daughter of Karl and Nicole Hendrickson
Beckham Joseph Krzmarzick, 

son of Brent and Kelli Krzmarzick

New Members
Jeff Nagel and Darian Peterson
Andrea Pagliari and family
Mitchell Palmer
Rachel Ebbers
Alejandra and Rocio Araya-Sepulveda and family
Sean and Sara McMonagle and family
Jenna Schmiesing

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Gene Schultz
Mary Tauscheck
James Buechner
Stella Drill
Myrna Lage
Donald Gregg
Eric Dulka
Anton Sprenger

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Gary Griebel

CathedralSt. John’s

Transitions 

St. George
Baptisms
Joanna Kay Wendinger, 

daughter of Bryan & Angie Wendinger
Harriet Augusta Gunninck, 

daughter of Zachary and Manessa Gunninck
Aaden Jesse Kitzberger, 

son of Andy & Shelly Kitzberger 

New Members
Pam Wester

Baptisms
Gianna Rose Uher, 

daughter of Michael and Rachel Uher

New Members
Lynn Maasch and Family

St. Mary’s

St. Gregory 

Baptisms
Alexander Vincent Schulz, 

son of Anthony and Jeanette Schulz
Jackson James Hamann, 

son of Joseph and Nicole Hamann
Evelyn Mae Griebel, 

daughter of Andrew and Jennifer Griebel
Penelope Lou Mathiowetz, 

daughter of Brett and Lori Mathiowetz

New Members
Matthew and Laura DeCann and family

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Doris Selma Marquardt
Ralph Charles Reinhart
Richard Donald Salvati
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Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html 

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
JUNE

1 Baptism Class at Cathedral at 6:30 p.m. 
2 Garden Tour/Plant Sale at Rahe Residence

St. Gregory CCW hosting Lafayette 
Comm. Social at Lafayette Comm. Ctr.

3 Garden Tour/Plant Sale at Rahe Residence
4 Pentecost Sunday
5 Altar Server Trip to Valleyfair at 8:30 a.m.

Knights of Columbus Family Picnic at
Hermann Heights beginning at 5:30 p.m.

7 Summer Blast Caritas in the morning
Fr. Phil Schotzko’s 40th Anniversary of his

Ordination to the Priesthood at Church of 
St. Raphael beginning at 5:30 p.m.

8 HCAFC Admin/Pastoral Council Meeting 
at Pastoral Center beginning at 7:00 p.m.

9 CCW Pilgrimage to Shrines in WI
11 Trinity Sunday

Fr. “Jerry” Berger’s 50th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the Priesthood at Church of
St. Brendan beginning at 1:00 p.m.

13 Msgr. Grams’ 30th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the Priesthood at Church of 
St. Mary beginning with 7:30 a.m. Mass

18 Corpus Christi
19 Knights of Columbus Rosary and Meeting 

at 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral
21 Summer Blast Caritas in the morning
25 Cathedral Parish Festival at 9:00 a.m.
26 Vacation Bible School – 9:00 a.m. to Noon

27 Vacation Bible School – 9:00 a.m. to Noon
28 Vacation Bible School – 9:00 a.m. to Noon
29 Vacation Bible School – 9:00 a.m. to Noon
30 Vacation Bible School – 9:00 a.m. to Noon

JULY
4 Independence Day – Parish Offices Closed
6 Baptism Class at Cathedral at 6:30 p.m.

12 Summer Blast Caritas in the morning
16 Totus Tuus (grades 7-12) – 7:30 p.m.
17 Totus Tuus (grades 1-6) – 9:00 a.m.

Totus Tuus (grades 7-12) – 7:30 p.m.
18 Totus Tuus (grades 1-6) – 9:00 a.m.

Totus Tuus (grades 7-12) – 7:30 p.m.
19 Totus Tuus (grades 1-6) – 9:00 a.m.

Totus Tuus (grades 7-12) – 7:30 p.m.
20 Totus Tuus (grades 1-6) – 9:00 a.m.

Totus Tuus (grades 7-12) – 7:30 p.m.
21 Totus Tuus (grades 1-6) – 9:00 a.m.
22 Camp Beloved begins (Girls Grades 6-12)
26 Summer Blast Caritas in the evening
27 Camp Greatness begins (Boys Grades 6-8)
31 Camp Greatness begins (Boys Grades 9-12)

AUGUST
3 Baptism Class at Cathedral at 6:30 p.m.

10 Summer Blast Caritas in the evening
13 St. Gregory the Great Parish Festival
15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
27 St. John the Baptist Parish Festival
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