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Message from Monsignor Grams
It’s hard to believe that a year ago the five
parishes in our Area Faith Community (AFC)
were half-way through the consultation sessions to determine a workable AFC Mass
schedule. All of the sessions were well-attended and positive. The new Mass schedule commenced September 26/27, and
was readily accepted throughout
“These are positive
the AFC. I’ve heard positive
signs as we continue comments from parishioners who
appreciate the variety of Mass
to move toward
times. Others appreciate going to
each of the five sites, seeing
shared personnel,
familiar faces and meeting new
people. By reducing the number
programming and
of Masses, it is obvious that there
stewardship.”
is stronger attendance and
greater participation at the nine
remaining Masses. These are
positive signs as we continue to move toward
shared personnel, programming and stewardship. I am grateful to the priests and staff in
the AFC who promote cooperation for the
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good of the Christian
faithful. We also
have a “Plan B” that
will go into effect
when we have one
less priest in the
AFC.
Our diocesan
model of an AFC
encourages us to be
proactive as we
address the pastoral concerns and possible
mergers in our own local church. Although
this is a sensitive topic, it should not be a surprise. We have witnessed mergers within our
local communities – in banking, public schools
and farm cooperatives. Though challenging,
the merging of local faith communities is often
necessary to ensure the future presence of the
Church in an area with an aging population
and smaller families. Pastoral planning is evident throughout the diocese. Having discussed options for several years, on June 30,
2016, four of the 75 parishes in the diocese will
no longer have Sunday Mass.
There will be greater opportunities for
parishioners to support and participate in
ministry throughout our AFC. This is already
apparent in areas of outreach, funeral ministry,
youth ministry, social concerns and evangelization efforts. At St. Mary’s when priests
and deacons are not available, Anita
Hoffmann (outreach minister) conducts prayer
services at the funeral home and assists with
committal services at the cemetery. Five years
ago this was not on the horizon!
One way to ensure future growth in the
Holy Cross Area Faith Community is to reach
out to and invite the 65% of our membership
(many of them young adults) who have limited connection with church. We must also
strive to deepen the faith and commitment of
the active members of the AFC. Our goal is
not only to fill the pews but to share our faith
in Jesus Christ!

About the cover: The Appreciation Picnic for
the AFC Faith Formation/Religious Education
programs was held at German Park on May 18,
2016.

Many ‘Entered the Journey’ of our AFC Lenten Mission
The Holy Cross Area
Faith Community came
together for our “Enter the
Journey” Lenten Mission
from March 13-16 of this
year. Over the course of
the four evenings, about
2,000 people were in attendance. Redemptorist
priests Fr. Matthew Bonk
and Fr. Tuan Pham led us
through the rich signs and
symbols of the seven sacraments. Each service
included a proclamation of
the Word of God, preaching
and reflection, singing and
praying together.
A very special thank
you to the host of volunteers who helped make our
Lenten Mission possible the coordinator, prayer
leaders, symbol bearers and
ministers, choirs, those who
assisted with religious
goods, provided childcare
and transportation, and to
those who assisted with the
refreshments each evening.
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It’s Been a Year of Faith-Filled Events for HCAFC Youth
By Amber Collins
The 2015-2016 school year included some
great events that the youth of our AFC attended. We started off the year with a trip to
Mankato to see Chris Stefanick at a Reboot!
LIVE! event. This was special for the 10th and
11th graders who attended because Chris
Stefanick is the main speaker in our ‘Chosen’
video series we use for the Confirmation program. He was dynamic, inspiring, and gave us
many practical ideas to use to grow in our
faith.
About 50 youth from our AFC attended a
NET Retreat put on by the traveling NET team
as they came
through the New
Ulm Diocese in
October. This full
day event was
filled with fellowship, talks on
faith, skits, small
group conversations, and Mass.
Everyone who
went was encouraged to be anchored in the HOPE of Christ!
The Senior High and Junior High Youth
Rallies were both great events put on by the
diocese. We had a few youth attend these
events, and hope to have more attend in the
future! Both youth rallies always have dynamic speakers, a live Catholic band, and great
opportunities to share in fellowship with other
Catholic youth across the Diocese.
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This spring a full busload of high-school
youth went up to the cities to serve God’s poor
through packing food at Feed My Starving
Children. This experience helped our young
people understand starvation on a global level
and also gives them an appreciation for the
food they have daily! After packing food, the
group attended a Lifeline event at the NET
Center where they celebrated Mass, heard from
Bishop Andrew Cozzens on “Temptation and
the Sacrament of Reconciliation,” and had great
praise and worship music!
We pray that all of these faith filled experiences will allow teens to gain a deeper understanding of our Catholic faith and help them to
form a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!
Always watch the bulletin for events planned
for the youth of the HCAFC. If you ever have
questions or want to be involved in helping
with youth ministry, contact Amber Collins at
amberyouthministry@yahoo.com.

CHS Grads Receive Words of Encouragement With Their Diplomas
encouraged the graduates to be
proud of who they are, not what
they have done, and to be the perCathedral High School graduatson God wants them to be. He
ed 44 seniors at Commencements
concluded by saying, “If you are
Ceremonies on Sunday, May 22.
who you were created to be, you
The Cathedral High School band
will set the world on fire!”
under the direction of Mr. Thomas
Following Fr. Wiering’s
Bierer provided Prelude music, as
address to the graduates, Mr.
well as the traditional “Fanfare and
Brandl presented the class to the
Processional” as the graduates
crowd, and diplomas were conprocessed into the church in their
maroon caps and gowns. Mr. Rob CHS Class Speaker Jordan Reinhart ferred by Msgr. Grams and Bishop
LeVoir. Following the conferring
Brandl, CHS Principal, welcomed addresses her fellow graduates
of the diplomas, the graduates
the graduates and their families and
were asked to shift their tassels!
friends who filled St. Mary’s Church. He then
Cathedral Senior Jordan Reinhart then gave the
introduced the members of the clergy who were
Farewell Address. She began by thanking the parpresent, members of the Board of Education,
ents and teachers who have been instrumental in
Administration, teachers and staff.
the lives of the graduates. She thanked them for
Bishop John M. LeVoir presented the Invocation.
their patience, the lunches they made over the
He told the graduates that graduation day is just a
years, and the athletic uniforms they washed! She
stepping stone in their lives, and that graduating in
then thanked her fellow graduates who walked
the Year of Mercy is special. He encouraged them
with her for the past 12 years, through tears, laughto live their lives as missionaries of mercy and
ter, and countless blessings. She pointed out that
agents of change. He said that happiness is found
what will always be remembered is the way classin merciful love.
mates made you feel. The moments with the greatPrincipal Brandl then presented the
est impact were the moments of love. She pointed
Distinguished Student Awards. The 2016
out that what is done in love is done well. She
Salutatorian award was presented to Michael
quoted 1 Corinthians 16:13-14, “Be on guard, stand
Skillings, and the Valedictorian award to Anna
firm in the faith, stay strong. Let all that you do be
Mohr for maintaining the top two GPAs in the sendone in love.” She told the graduates that each of
ior class. The Monsignor John Richter Lumen
them have the ability to be the light of the world!
Christi Award was awarded to Janessa Rothmeier.
Bishop LeVoir said the closing prayer and blessFr. Matthew Wiering was chosen to present the
ing, and then the graduates processed out of church
faculty commencement address to the class of 2016.
to “Fanfare and Recessional” played by the CHS
Fr. Wiering pointed out that May 22 is the feast of
Band. The graduates, families and friends gathered
the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, which was
outside St. Mary’s church on a beautiful 80 degree
special since that is the former name of Cathedral
day for pictures, hugs, and tears. Congratulations
High School, where many of the graduate’s parents
CHS class of 2016!
and grandparents graduated. Fr. Wiering said it is
a sign of God’s favor for the graduating class. He
By Sara Rieland

CHS Graduates Toss their caps outside St. Mary's church after the
Graduation ceremony

Bishop LeVoir presents the diplomas to
the graduates
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First Communion

St. Gregory held their First Communion on Sunday,
April 17, 2016.

St. George held their First Communion on Sunday,
April 17, 2016.

St. Mary’s First Communion was held on Sunday, April 3, 2016
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St. John’s First Communion was held on
Sunday, April 10, 2016.

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity held their First Communion was held on Sunday, April 10, 2016.

Confirmation - May 7, 2016

Confirmands from
HCAFC parishes
pictured:
St. Gregory, top left.
Cathedral, top right.
St. John’s, middle left.
St. George middle right.
St. Mary’s, bottom.
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Faith Formation/Religious
Education Programs
Close a Successful Year
A traditional May Crowning service closed our 20152016 AFC Faith Formation/Religious Education programs. Following the service, families came together to
enjoy an ice-cream social. It takes many people to make
a program successful, and we offer a very special thank
you to the many dedicated volunteers who make our
programs possible!

Cathedral Pipe Organ Project Update
By Nathan Knutson
Work continues on the Cathedral pipe
organ project, as the four division console takes
shape (three keyboards and pedals). It is on a
movable platform and is nearly all handmade
of solid hardwoods and veneers. Custom black
walnut console brackets adorn the underside,
with a beautifully solid adjustable bench.
The rebuilt pipes are making their way
from Ohio to Sioux Falls, as well as additional
pipework being made in Holland. Casework
and windchests will be started soon, with an
expected installation beginning in the fall.
For more information go to
https://www.dnu.org/cathedral-organ
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Strength of the Saints Relic Tour Coming to New Ulm
As part of the 2016 Fortnight for
Freedom’s “Witnesses to Freedom” initiative,
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops is sponsoring an American tour of
relics of Saints Thomas More and John
Fisher. New Ulm is one of the six cities in
Minnesota to have been selected by the
Minnesota Catholic Conference to be part of
this Strength of the Saints Relics Tour. They
will be at the Cathedral on Tuesday, June 28.
There will be an 8:00 a.m. Mass with Bishop
LeVoir. From 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. there will be a
brief presentation by the Curator of the
Relics, followed by an opportunity for each
of us to venerate the relics.
St. Thomas More and St. John were two
saints who exemplified courage and conviction in the face of persecution. They were
prominent 16th century Englishmen who
stood against King Henry VIII’s attempted
supremacy over the Catholic Church, and
accepted martyrdom instead of abandoning
their faith. This fearless witness is especially
compelling to American Catholics today, as

we face threats
to our religious
liberty and
rights of conscience. Come
to learn more
about the lives
of these saints,
ask for their
prayers, and be
inspired by
their example.
Fortnight for Freedom is a time where we
set aside time to reflect on the state of our
religious liberties in the United States. The
Fortnight for Freedom takes place from June
21 to July 4, a time when our liturgical calendar celebrates a series of great martyrs who
remained faithful in the face of persecution
by political power — St. Thomas More and
St. John Fisher, St. John the Baptist, SS. Peter
and Paul, and the First Martyrs of the
Church of Rome.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
Each month Pope Francis urges Christians throughout the world to unite in prayer. We join
our Holy Father in praying for these intentions:
June, 2016
• Universal: That the aged, marginalized and those who have no one may find - even within the
huge cities of the world - opportunities for encounter and solidarity.
• Evangelization: That seminarians and men and women entering religious life may have mentors
who live the joy of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mission.
July, 2016
• Universal: That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very existence are threatened, will be
shown due respect.
• Evangelization: That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by means of her mission to
the continent, may announce the Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.
August, 2016
• Universal: That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters between peoples and may
contribute to peace in the world.
• Evangelization: That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to faith, honesty and love of
neighbor.
September, 2016
• Universal: That each may contribute to the common good and to the building of a society that
places the human person at the center.
• Evangelization: That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scripture, Christians
may become more aware of their mission to evangelize.
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Transitions
St. John’s

Cathedral

Baptisms

Baptisms

Katheryn Jean Beranek
daughter of Jon and Vanessa Beranek
Lydia Marie Reinhart
daughter of Paul and Bridgett Reinhart

Arcaide Enoch August Larson
daughter of Melissa Lynn Larson
Eliza Ingrid Beranek
daughter of Anthony and Mollie Beranek
Emmett Robert Hansen
son of Brent and Jenna Hansen
Finley James Hacker
son of Corey Hacker and Erin McCarty
Rilynn Grace Feilen
daughter of Mitchell and Jenna Feilen
Ella Ann Krueger
daughter of Michael and Jaci Krueger
Grayson Scott Richter
son of Scott Richter and Cassandra Gerdes
Braxton Thomas Rathmann
son of Jason and Sara Jo Rathmann
Isaac William Sellner
son of Brandon Sellner and Amanda Bray
Ryder John Sandmann
son of Cody and Natasha Sandmann
Nolan Peter Weier
son of Ryan and Andrea Weier

New Members
Stacy Scheibel

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Rosella “Sally” Schroepfer
Adelia Reinhart
Donald “Blimp” Schmitz
Elaine Braulick

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Carter Lawrence Knisley
son of Scott and Jill Knisley
Lauryn Elizabeth Wieland
daughter of Travis and Kathryn Wieland
Andrew Leroy Zeig
son of Jesse and Angela Zeig
Sir Avery Anthony Barnes
son of Brenda Watson

New Members
Amanda Kral
Jason Rathmann
Cory & Julie Wilson and family
Jared Rathmann
Julie Nord
Joanne C. Wolf
Danielle Lee Schlumpberger

Marriages
Kelsey Sabatino and Cory Kober

5/21/16

New Members
Jessica and Peter Brown
Diane Jacobsen
John Livingston and family
Katie Christian and family
Brenda Watson and family

Marriages

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord

Lawrence Oslund
Ivona Helget
Arleen Portner
Marilyn Stadick
Alice Henle
Erwin Portner
Gary Linmeier

Nicholas Olson and Ashley Hillesheim
Lyle Zobel and Priscilla Kraus
Mitchell Feilen and Jenna Gareis

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord

Leland Baker
Robert Zangel
Gerald Hillesheim
Stephen Wroblewski
Gerald Brunner
Leander Forster

St. Gregory

St. George

Marriages
Aaron Wenninger and Stefanie Lewison

New Members
Joseph Hoepner
Nick & Megan Hoffmann and Family
Danielle Marenco and son Dominic Marenco

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Willard Leo Portner
David Joseph Kelley
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Kathleen Baune
Elaine Braulick
Marie Ehresmann
Jolaine "Jo" Tauer
Helen Simmet
Marcella Mielke
Donald A Rueckert

1/30/16

Baptisms
Jaxton Paul Wendinger
son of Matthew and Leigh Wendinger
Addison Ann Schwab and Katelyn Jane Schwab
daughters of Nathan and Stephanie Schwab
Lydia Elizabeth Nosbush
daughter of Jesse and Katie Nosbush
Josie Lee Franta
daughter of Ryan and Chelsey Franta

Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html
for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
June
1
3
3
6
8
9
9
12
19
14
20
22

Summer Blast 6:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus Profession
of Vows at Cathedral 10:30 a.m.
St. Gregory CCW Pie and Ice Cream social at
Lafayette Community Center
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Family Picnic at
Hermann Heights Shelter #2
Summer Blast p.m.
AFC Baptism Class 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Cathedral
HCAFC Pastoral Council and Parish Admin.
Council meeting at the Pastoral Center
7:00-8:00 p.m.
AFC Farewell for Fr. Wiering and Fr. Wagner
at Leifeld Hall 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ Reunion
visit at St. George, 8:30 a.m.
CCW Province meeting in Monticello
Knights of Columbus meeting 7:00 p.m. at
Cathedral
Summer Blast a.m.

25 Deacon Garrett Ahlers ordination 10:00 a.m.
at Cathedral
26 Cathedral Parish Festival
26 – July 1 AFC Vacation Bible School at
St. Anthony’s from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

July
4
7
8

Parish Offices Closed – Happy 4th of July!
AFC Baptism Class 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Cathedral
Summer Blast p.m.

August
4
7
11
14
28
30

AFC Baptism Class 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Cathedral
St. George Catholic United Financial Pork
Chop Dinner 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Summer Blast p.m.
St. Gregory the Great Harvest Festival
10:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
St. John the Baptist Parish Festival
NUACS 1st day of school

New Ulm Catholic Cemetery Chapel
By Corrine Dittrich
Fr. Robert Schlinkert, pastor of the Cathedral
from 1910 to 1925, was the person behind the vision
to build a chapel on the grounds of the cemetery. He
had started the project, which was estimated to cost
$10,000 in the fall of 1924.
At the celebration of his Silver Jubilee to the
priesthood, he received gifts totaling $8,334 in
which he designated to the chapel cost. Before the
completion of the chapel Fr. Schlinkert was called
home to his eternal reward. The chapel was dedicated as a permanent memorial to Reverend Father
Schlinkert in 1925.
This year,
improvements
and repairs
totaling $28,000
were completed
with new glass
and trim to the
front and sides,
and the statues.
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