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About the cover:  September 16, 2020. First 
night of in person faith formation. 

Message from Monsignor Grams

We find ourselves anticipating a “new 
normal.”  Since the 4th Sunday of Lent (March 
22), our COVID-19 vocabulary includes 
hoarding, social distancing, self-isolation, 
quarantine, hybrid, distance and in-person 
learning, livestream Mass, ZOOM meetings,  
drive-by farewells, no contact delivery, mask 
mandate, contact tracing, and specific 
protocols for safe public worship. 

We are now in our 21st week of celebrating 
public Mass, with restrictions, in 
most Catholic churches in the 
state of Minnesota.  
Understandably, parishioners are 
cautious in their return to Sunday 
Mass and many choose to attend 
Masses during the week.  
Livestream Mass from three of the 
five parishes in the Holy Cross 
Area Faith Community is an 
option. 

I am happy that the celebration 
of the sacraments of First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation, normally 
celebrated in the spring, took place this fall.  
The last part of the academic year was 
awkward for everyone with distance learning, 
no school sports or activities, and only virtual 
graduations. Personally, the most difficult 
thing for me was not being able to publicly 
celebrate Holy Week and Easter liturgies.  I 
made it a point to visit with parishioners who 
stopped by each of our churches to pray. 
During those weeks when there was no public 
celebration of Mass, our churches remained 
unlocked during daylight hours, so that 
parishioners could spend 
time in prayer. Some of you 
have told me that you may 
watch two or three Masses 
on a weekend. During the 
Easter season we were able 
to celebrate baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and 
daily Mass with ten people 
or less.  Funerals were 
exceptionally difficult for 
grieving families. 

Residents in nursing 
homes and healthcare 
facilities live with stricter 
protocols and experience 
limited physical contact with 

family members 
and friends.  As a 
church, we strive to 
make connections.  
Priests and outreach 
ministers are 
visiting the 
homebound. We 
celebrate Mass 
outdoors at some of 
the facilities and 
distribute communion to those in 
attendance. As we look to winter, other 
options will need to be explored.  If the 
facility is fortunate to have a Eucharistic 
minister from one of our parishes on staff, 
that minister can distribute communion to 
the residents as well. 

Each of the five parishes creatively 
modified its festival, successfully celebrating 
with friends and neighbors. Take-out meals 
became a popular option for many.   

Ever the optimist, I trust God will see us 
through these unprecedented times which 
require a deepening of our faith in order to 
support one another. Almost everyone I meet 
is positive and doing their part to be safe. 
We look forward to the time when protocols 
for safe public worship will no longer be 
necessary, and we can all gather around the 
table of the Lord to celebrate the Eucharist in 
word and song. 

... I trust God 
will see us 
through these 
unprecedented 
times ...
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Ordination and First Mass of Fr. John Hayes 
and Fr. Shawn Polman June 6, 2020

On June 6, 2020, Bishop John M. LeVoir 
ordained John Hayes and Shawn Polman to the 
ministerial priesthood. Despite precautionary 
COVID-19 restrictions, the family and friends 
of these two young priests were able to partici-
pate in the liturgy of ordination. 

On June 7, Fr. John Hayes celebrated a Mass 
of Thanksgiving at the Cathedral in New Ulm 
and on June 23, he celebrated a Mass of 
Thanksgiving at St. Gregory the Great in 
Lafayette, his home parish.

Welcome, Fr. Shawn Polman 
 

Fr. Shawn 
Polman is excited 
to serve in the 
Holy Cross Area 
Faith Community 
as one of the 
Parochial Vicars. 
After graduating 
from Lakeview 
High School in 
Cottonwood, he 
entered the St. John Vianny College 
Seminary in St. Paul and he completed 
his last four years of theology at the St. 
Paul Seminary School of Divinity at 
the University of St. Thomas.

Since early June, Holy Cross Area Faith 
Community has been live streaming Masses 
each weekend to the Holy Cross AFC website, as 
well as Facebook. We also live stream a weekly 
NUACS Mass. In September and October the 
first communicants and confirmation candidates 
received their sacraments that had been resched-
uled from Spring due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Those Masses were also live streamed. To view 
any of these Masses, please visit www.holy-
crossafc.org/livestreams or facebook.com/holy-
crossareafaithcommunity. 
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NUACS
By Tammy Klawiter 
 

St. Anthony Elementary and Cathedral High School have been busy since the first day of 
school. Sports have begun and the buildings are full of happy students! Staff is glad to be back in 
session, in person, in their classrooms. With all that has gone on the past few months, we have 
had some wonderful things happening here at NUACS. A new outdoor learning space was creat-
ed for students in the courtyard between the convent and the elementary building. CHS students 
celebrated a Greyhound Spirit day sponsored by the Student Council. Students enjoyed a pizza 
lunch and played yard games including Yahtzee, bocce ball, and bean bag toss in the parking lot.  
The Senior class chose the Homecoming Court, and a king and queen will be crowned.  The 
third graders received their First Communion. During the October 7 school Mass, those same 
third-grade communicants were able to bless and crown Mary, which was postponed this past 
May due to the virus. Recently the elementary students held the Marathon of Service, which led 
up to our amazing fall fundraiser, Pumpkinfest!  

The Marathon of Service went over very well this year! The SAE students were able to raise a 
total of $30,130. The students surpassed their $25,000 goal and earned their “no school day”! We 

were thrilled with how hard our students 
worked to achieve their free day in the 
spring.  Eleven of our top sellers have 
earned themselves a McDonald’s lunch that 
will be held in the SAE faculty room. The 
acts of service took place on Friday, 
October 9. The staff and students had to get 
a little creative this year with their commu-
nity service projects. The fifth graders were 
able to clean the cemetery and sixth 
graders cleaned the bike trail. Some of the 
younger grades recorded videos with song 
and dance to be sent to the nursing homes 
in town. Arts and crafts were created to be delivered to the nursing 
homes as well.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Marathon of Service!  

Pumpkinfest was held on Saturday, October 10, from 1:00 PM - 
4:00 PM.  The event was well attended and the weather couldn’t have been better.  Pumpkinfest 
had live music, games, a pumpkin patch, and a very large bake sale.  The bake sale had a variety 
of items that were donated by Gutes Essen or made by the St. Anthony staff led by Chris 
Stodola, NUACS Food Service Director.  Many of the amazing bake sale items sold out in the 
first 45 minutes! The sauerkraut, German potato salad, pumpkin and apple pies, pumpkin bars, 
and caramel rolls were a huge hit! We truly appreciate and thank the NUACS staff and commu-
nity.  We can’t wait to celebrate Pumpkinfest again next year!  
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By Jessie Griebel,  
Director of Faith Formation  
and Sacramental Preparation 
 

Students bustle through 
the hallways again for 
Wednesday evening Faith 
Formation classes despite the 
global COVID-19 pandemic, 
and all of our students have 
remained healthy and safe 
thus far! Families from all five 
churches in the Holy Cross 
Area Faith Community attend faith formation class-
es on one campus this year, and our students have 
been excited to gather for class again in person. 
Some of our families have decided to continue faith 
formation from home with parent-led lessons, and 
some of our older students have been able to remain 
connected to their teachers and classmates via 
Zoom. Both in-person and at-home lessons seem to 
be going well, and it is hard to believe the four 
weeks have already passed.  
 I am extremely grateful for our four priests and 
dedicated parents, teachers, and volunteers who 
have generously shared their time to serve our stu-
dents and make this year a success thus far! We are 
looking forward to the fall MEA break next week, 
but some of our third graders grumbled when they 
heard the news because they “want to have class!” 
Please continue to keep our families and volunteers 
in your prayers.  
  
“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and 
kindle in them the fire of your love.”  

Faith Formation
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Parish  Picnics 
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 and  Festivals
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Celebrating Sacraments and Devot
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tions During COVID-19 Pandemic



First Communion in the AFC

10



11

Holy Cross Area Faith Community Confirmation
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Eucharistic Adoration
by Lora Rahe 
 

With all the events, challenges and con-
frontations in the year 2020, finding a 
moment of peace has been more than diffi-
cult. Many are experiencing loss, grief, fear 
and sadness. In these times, we look to our 
faith to sustain us.  

Though our church buildings are open 
and we are able to attend mass and receive 
Our Lord in Holy Communion, some are still 
uncomfortable being near others. There is 
another opportunity to be close to our 
Eucharistic Lord and enrich our relationship 
with Him by spending time in Eucharistic 
adoration. 

In March our churches had to suspend 
the public celebration of Mass. At that time, 
after eight years, our AFC perpetual adora-
tion chapel was also closed. The faithful 
adorers waited hopefully for the chapel to 
reopen.   While this has not happened, 
Eucharistic adoration is again available.  

Adoration of our Eucharistic Lord in the 
monstrance now takes place after Tuesday 
morning mass at Cathedral and Thursday 

morning mass at St. Mary, and continues 
throughout the day until 10:00 P.M. Everyone 
is encouraged to adore at any time and for 
any length of time, but when Jesus is 
exposed in the monstrance, at least one ador-
er must be committed and signed up for each 
hour.  

Our church buildings are spacious and 
social distancing is easily accommodated. If 
you’ve been missing adoration or would like 
to give it a try, Eucharistic Adoration, a long-
standing tradition of our Catholic faith, may 
be for you. Make your commitment today. 
 

“In a world where there is so much noise, so 
much bewilderment, there is a need for silent 
adoration of Jesus concealed in the Host. It is 
a source of comfort and light.” -Pope 
Benedict XVI 
 
“Sitting before the Presence is like a body 
exposing itself before the sun to absorb its 
rays.” - Fulton Sheen

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions 
 
We join our Holy Father in praying for these intentions: 
 
October, 2020:  The Laity’s Mission in the Church 
• We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may partici-

pate more in areas of responsibility in the Church. 
 
November, 2020: Artificial Intelligence 
• We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve 

humankind. 
 
December, 2020: For a Life of Prayer 
• We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the 

Word of God and a life of prayer. 
 
January, 2021:  Human Fraternity 
• May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and 

sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all. 
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By Brenda Lenertz 
 
Carlo Acutis 

Carlo Acutis, a 15-year 
old computer whiz, is now 
“Blessed.” In February, Pope 
Francis attributed a miracle 
to the teen, and his beatifica-
tion ceremony took place on 
October 10 in Assisi, Italy. 
Pope Francis called him a 
role model for young people 
today. Further miracles 
attributed to prayers to 
Carlo will be studied by the 
Vatican, and if a second mir-
acle is certified, he will be 
declared a saint in the 
Catholic church. 

Born in 1991, Carlo grew 
up in Milan, Italy. From the 

October Beatifications

time of his First 
Communion, the Eucharist 
was the center of his life. He 
called it “my highway to 
heaven” and said, “Our goal 
must be the infinite and not 
the finite.  The infinity is our 
homeland. We are always 
expected in Heaven.” Carlo 
was well-loved and known 
for his sense of humor, vol-
unteering to help the less 
fortunate and defending 
schoolmates who were being 
bullied.  

Carlo loved playing 
video games and sports, 
especially soccer. Gifted 

sentiment, and McGivney 
worked tirelessly to keep his 
flock close to the faith. With 
a group of the leading 
Catholic men of New 
Haven, he founded the 
Knights of Columbus in 
1882 to provide spiritual 
support for Catholic men 
and financial resources for 
widows and orphans. The 
Knights of Columbus have 
grown to become one of the 
largest Catholic organiza-
tions in the world, known 
for their charitable efforts. 

Father McGivney spent 
his entire priesthood in 
parish ministry. He died of 
pneumonia in 1890— two 
days after his 38th birthday 
– after falling ill during the 
“Russian flu” pandemic.   

Supreme Knight Carl A. 
Anderson stated, “Today, his 
spirit continues to shape the 
extraordinary charitable 
work of Knights as they con-
tinue to serve those on the 
margins of society as he 
served widows and orphans 
in the 1880’s.” 

Photo credit: CNS photo/courtesy 
Sainthood Cause of Carlo Acutis.

CNS file photo

with everything related to the 
world of computers, both his 
friends and adults with com-
puter engineering degrees 
considered him a genius. He 
used his coding talent to set 
up websites for priests.  At 
the age of ten, he began to 
create an online exhibit about 
religious miracles from 
around the world. His web-
site cataloging and promoting 
Eucharistic miracles continues 
to be used by people across 
the globe. You can find his 
website at  
-www.miracolieucaristici.org. 

Carlo Acutis died at the 
age of 15 from leukemia.  His 
mother is amazed at how 
Carlo’s fame has spread. “It’s 
a mystery. I sense the finger 
of God,” she said. “Losing 
your son is the most terrible 
thing, but we are happy he is 
helping people discover their 
faith.”  Carlos is a true wit-
ness that holiness can be 
attained by people of any age.   
 
 
Fr. Michael McGivney 

Pope Francis has 
approved a miracle attributed 
to the intercession of Fr. 
Michael McGivney. He will be 
the first U.S. parish priest to 
be beatified. The miracle rec-
ognized for his beatification 
was that of an unborn child in 
the U.S. who, in 2015, was 
healed in-utero of a fatal con-
dition after prayers by his 
family to Fr. McGivney. 

Born to Irish immigrant 
parents, Fr. McGivney was 
ordained in Baltimore in 1877, 
ministering to a heavily Irish-
American and immigrant 
community in the then-
Diocese of Hartford. It was a 
time of great anti-Catholic 



Baptisms 
Elijah Matthew Kral,  

son of Blake and Emily Kral 
Louis Ricky Jensen,  

son of Zachary and Whitney Jensen 
Magdalena Maris Soderberg,  

daughter of Jason and Kendal Soderberg 
Connor Joseph Moldaschel,  

son of Joseph and Alysia Moldaschel 
Lucille Colleen Jacobs,  

daughter of Joshua and Molly Jacobs 
Hazel Lillian Beranek,  

daughter of Anthony and Amelia Beranek 
Magnus James Hans,  

son of Benjamin and Penny Hans 
Jameson Patrick Finn,  

son of Troy Finn and Alyssa Berg 
Baron Matthew Schneider,  

son of Matthew and Kimberly Schneider 
Louis Ricky Jensen,  

son of Zachary and Whitney Jensen 
Fern Christine Hoffmann,  

daughter of Ryan Hoffmann and Amber Faerber 
Sophie Marie Crews,  

daughter of Elijah Crews and Krista Janni 
Kaylee May Fluegge,  

daughter of Cody and Amy Fluegge 
Zavien Howard Schneider,  

son of Nicholas and Sarah Schneider 
 
New Members 
Alice Fasnacht 
Samuel and Anne Hansen 
Terry and Kristy Blomquist 
Matthew and Kimberly Schneider and family 
Zachary and Whitney Jensen and family 
Nathaniel and Samantha Struffert 
Colene Nydell 
 
Marriages 
Ryan Hoffmann and Elizabeth Nowak 
Matt Janni and Samantha Lindor 
Benjamin Wolf and Jordan Sabatke 
Anton Berg and Helen Reiser 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord 
Eleanor J. Marti 
Arlon Schmid 
Alice Rewitzer 
Frank Hoffman 
Dennis Reinarts 
Donald Portner 
Shannon Murphy  
Thomas Ranweiler 
 

Baptisms 
Adaly Naleia Miller,  

daughter of Joseph and Gabriella Miller 
Knox Adam Tessmer,  

son of Chase Tessmer and Sarah Haala 
 
New Members 
Glen Christensen 
 
Marriages 
Craig Braulick and Jenny Dunkel 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord  
Dennis Stadick          Eileen Achman         Thomas Scheibel 

Cathedral  

St. John

Transitions 

St. George 
Baptisms 
Connor David Forst,  

son of Ben and Val Forst 
Corbin John Brand,  

son of Tyler and Jamiee Brand 
 
New Members 
Andrew and Stephanie Nosbush and Family 
 
Marriages 
Kate Nosbush and Tucker Baumann 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord  
Joseph Dummer

St. Mary 
 Baptisms 
Isabel Margaret Achman, 

daughter of Andrew and Irene Achman 
Hailey Jean Anderson, 

daughter of Jared and Nicole Anderson 
Nora Mary Grausam, 

daughter of Dustin and Ashley Grausam 
Everleigh Louise Lewandowski, 

daughter of Cody Musel and Emily Lewandowski-Musel 
Iris Marie Mathiowetz, 

daughter of Anthony and Rebecca Mathiowetz 
Ella Joy Walters, 

daughter of Justin and Ashley Walters 
Huxley Richard Walters, 

son of Jeremy and Amber Walters 
Caroline Elisabeth Wech, 

daughter of Jason and Elisabeth Wech 
Ethan Leonard Whittington, 

son of Adam and Laura Whittington 
August Ellwood Zabel 

son of Nathan and Megan Zabel 
 
New Members 
Derek and Erika Lieser and family 
Robyn Schnobrich and family 
 
Marriages 
Gabriel Knowles and Leah Krzmarzick 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord  
Eugene Altmann 
Janet Dempsey 
Curtis Ebert 
Doris Groebner  

St. Gregory 
Baptisms 
Wrenly Jo Davis,  

daughter of Christopher and Sara Davis 
Lane Joseph Maidl, 

son of Andrew and Jazmyne Maidl 
Presley Mae Jacobson,  

daughter of Haley Hoffmann and Dakota Jacobson 
Henry Dean Rader,  

son of Paige Fitterer and Chase Rader 
Hazel Jean Bicknase, 

daughter of Nicholas and Jenna Bickase 
William Kenneth Hoepner,  

son of Joseph and Kelsey Hoepner 
 
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord 
Lyle R. Rusch 

Helen Scheman 
Laurie Matter 
Mike Brand 
Harvey Janni 
Marie Martinez 
Mary J. Domeier 
James Wieseler 
Doris Schroepfer 

Marie Ulmen 
Marian Haubrich 
Esther Radke 
Steve Franta 
Rita Sabatino 
LaDonna Reiser 
George Glotzbach 

Jean Hammar 
Darlene Leick 
Elizabeth Liebl 
Dorothy Marquardt 

Lowell Mathiowetz 
Joseph Platz 
Eldor Schlumpberger 
Clarice Weisensel



Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community 
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html  

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
OCTOBER 

25 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
28 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in Fireside Room at Cathedral 
30 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 

Halloween Organ Recital – 7:00 p.m. at Cathedral 
 
NOVEMBER 

1 All Saints 
Daylight Saving Time ends 
KOC Corporate Communion Mass – 9:00 a.m. 
     at St. Mary, followed by breakfast for members 
Christian Mothers’ Bazaar – 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
     at Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 

2 All Souls’ Day 
AFC Memorial Mass at Church of St. Mary – 7:00 p.m. 

4 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 
RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in Fireside Room at Cathedral 

6 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
Cathedral Harvest Fest Raffle Drawing 

8 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
11 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room a 
     Cathedral 

13 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
First Reconciliation Learning Centers 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. in 
     Leifeld Hall at Cathedral 

14 First Reconciliation Learning Centers 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
     in Leifeld Hall at Cathedral 

15 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
16 Knights of Columbus meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral 
18 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

20 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
Organ concert at Cathedral – 7:00 p.m. 

21 Food drive at our AFC parishes – bring donations to 
     Mass 
First Reconciliation at Cathedral – 8:30 a.m. 
First Reconciliation at Church of St. Mary – 10:00 a.m. 
Cathedral CCW Preorder Bake Sale: 10:00 a.m.–7:30 p.m. 

22 Christ the King 
Food drive at our AFC parishes – bring donations to 
     Mass 
Cathedral CCW Preorder Bake Sale: 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
St. Mary Men’s Ham Dinner – Preorder pickup only 

25 No Faith Formation or RCIA Class 
26 Thanksgiving Day – AFC parish offices closed 
27 AFC parish offices closed 
29 First Sunday of Advent 

 
DECEMBER 

2 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 
RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

4 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
6 Second Sunday of Advent 

Church of St. Mary CUF Preorder Soup Drive-thru 
     Pickup 

8 Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 
RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

11 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
12 St. John the Baptist Annual Cookie Bake Pickup 

St. Gregory the Great Annual Cookie Walk 
13 Third Sunday of Advent 

AFC Communal Penance Service – 2:00 p.m. at 
     Church of St. Mary 
St. John the Baptist Annual Cookie Bake Pickup 

16 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 
RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

17 Pastoral Council/Parish Admin. meeting – 7:00 p.m. 
18 That Man is You! study – 5:30 a.m. in Leifeld Hall 
20 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
21 Knights of Columbus meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral 
23 No Faith Formation or RCIA Class 
24 Christmas Eve – AFC parish offices close early 
25 Christmas Day 
27 Feast of the Holy Family 
30 No Faith Formation or RCIA Class 

 
JANUARY 

1 Mary, Mother of God 
3 Epiphany of the Lord 
6 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

10 Baptism of the Lord 
11 Blood Drive 12:30 – 5:30 p.m. at Church of St. Mary 
13 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

16 TEC held at Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
17 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

TEC held at Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
COF Super Sunday Sausage Dinner – details pending 

18 TEC held at Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
Knights of Columbus meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral 

20 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting – 7:00 p.m. at 
     Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 
RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 

      Cathedral 
24 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
27 Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m. on the NUACS campus 

RCIA Class – 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
     Cathedral 

31 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast  
     8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at Church of St. Mary  

 
ADORATION 
Until further notice, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is 
held on Tuesdays at Cathedral following morning Mass until 
10:00 p.m. and Thursdays at Church of St. Mary following 
morning Mass until 10:00 p.m.  Sign-up sheets are located in 
the north entrance of Cathedral and the main entrance of 
Church of St. Mary. 
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