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About the cover: AFC parishes support Food
Shelf Sunday.

Message from Monsignor Grams

In Minnesota, we are blessed with distinct

seasons. The same is true with our liturgical

calendar. There is a familiar rhythm and flow to

them, and they help us accept change. We

know what to expect because we’ve

experienced them before. Transitions are more

difficult when we are going through them for

the first time.  

That is why it is important that we support

people, especially in the

midst of transition: students

beginning a new school year,

those leaving home for the

first time, couples preparing

for marriage, families going

through separation and

divorce, people starting a

new career. We think of

individuals and families

facing illness, accidents and

death, people preparing for

retirement, and older adults

downsizing from a house to

an apartment to assisted living and full nursing

care.

God supports us during these transitions.

His hand is outstretched and His grace is

always with us. Although our experiences of

transition during the first half of life pass

quickly, these

transitions prepare

us for the second

half of life and

highlight our need to

let go and surrender

more often. This

reality reminds us

that we are not in

control of changes

and losses that may occur as we age. Many

people have fond memories of their youth,

but most would not choose to relive their

experiences in the first half of life – once is

enough!

Each season carries its own beauty for us

to see and embrace. Once we accept the fact

that the leaves are going to fall off the trees,

we learn to see the beauty of bare branches

and embrace the season of winter. To the

degree that we navigate through these

transitions, you and I can be a source of

blessing and inspiration to others.

All of us know people who have

persevered through major transitions and

never gave up. These are the people who

experience peace and are prepared for the

next season. As we enter the seasons of

Advent and winter, we look forward to a new

year of grace in 2018 and support the people

around us facing transitions for the first or

last time.

God supports us
during these
transitions. 
His hand is
outstretched and
His grace is
always with us.

Welcome to Dan
Kretsch, who will
be taking the cus-
todian and main-
tenance position
at the Church of
St. Mary. Dan and
his wife Shari
have five children
and are members
of our AFC.
During the time
of transition, Dan will be working with
Trent Zabel until the end of December.
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by Mary Loetscher

It’s only been two weeks since he moved into
an assisted living apartment at Ridgeway on 23rd,
but already Fr. Germain is at home and at peace
after leaving his rural home in Nicollet County. 

“My place out in the woods is dear to my
heart,” he said. Built over many years, on  prop-
erty he purchased in the 1960s, Fr. Germain’s
home was a place for him to enjoy nature and its
seasons, and to retire. There, he grew his own
vegetables, cut firewood, made his own furniture
and tapped his maple trees for syrup. 

But for the past year or two, he’d been think-
ing about where he would go when the large gar-
den and house became too much for him to care
for. His spiritual director, after hearing he’d dis-
cussed a move with family and friends, offered
his own opinion, “Go for it!”  And one of his sis-
ters-in-law, dealing with downsizing efforts with
her own parents, assured him, “You are doing the
right thing.” 

When he was younger, Fr. Germain loved to
play baseball and said he dreaded the time when
he would have to hang up his spikes. “But, the
time came, and it was OK. Your body wears out.
It’s the same thing here.”

Fr. Germain initially purchased the heavily
wooded property on the bluff overlooking the
Minnesota River to create a downhill ski run for
young people from Lafayette and St. George. In
1977, he dug the basement for his own home
there, and he continued to work on the property
while serving parishes throughout the diocese. In
the Holy Cross Area Faith Community alone, Fr.
Germain has served the parishes of Cathedral, St.
Mary, St. Gregory and St. George. He retired
from full-time ministry in 2003 after eight years
as pastor at St. Catherine’s in Redwood Falls.

He continued to help out in parishes across
the diocese, providing relief to priests who were
vacationing or ill. His home in the woods
remained his oasis -- there he could enjoy nature,
do manual work, pursue his hobbies and relax.
However, “there comes a time.” 

One sign of spiritual maturity is being able to
admit one’s limitations. “This past summer,
weeding my large garden on my hands and knees,
I knew the time had come.” Fr. Germain talked
honestly with family members and close friends,
with his priests’ support group and spiritual direc-
tor, seeking their perspective and counsel. He
prayed. He decided it was time to let go, give
away and move on.

Fr. Germain has moved many times in his life
as a priest. Now, at Ridgeway, he has found a new
home where his primary ministry is simply to be
present to the other residents. He will always be a
priest, he acknowledges, “but this is the first time
I’ve really felt retired.” 

Fr. Germain says that he will miss his wood
shop. There he constructed his own coffin from
cedar that he salvaged from old utility poles. And
in anticipation of his recent move, he crafted a
few pieces of black walnut furniture to bring to
Ridgeway. One room of his apartment serves as a
small chapel. Fr. Germain built its altar with his
own hands. He recalls a prayer that he has
returned to again and again throughout his priest-
hood: “O sacrament most holy, O sacrament
divine, all praise and all thanksgiving, be every
moment Thine.” He emphasizes “every moment
Thine.” Fr. Germain is filled with gratitude to
God for his family and friends, for his vocation
and ministry, for the many blessings he’s received
throughout his life.

Looking out the window in his chapel, over
the river and through the woods, he can see where
his former home is. “But our life here is tempo-
rary,” he says. “I pray to enter someday my home
forever in Heaven. There is a time to let go of
things, to spend our final years in peace.” 

Over the river and through the woods

Fr. Germain Rademacher makes a 
new home in New Ulm



By Matthew Edens

“Let no one have contempt for your
youth, but set an example for those who
believe, in speech, conduct, love, faith, and
purity.” – 1 Timothy 4:12

If you look at the wider culture, it’s
easy to find anecdotal evidence that the
youth are trendsetters. The largest age
group currently joining popular apps such
as Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat?
Parents! Why? Because their children use
them.  Why are Grandma and Grandpa
suddenly interested in getting a smart-
phone or a computer with a webcam?
Because younger generations use them, and
they don’t intend to go back to “old ways”
of communication. Therefore, the older
generations jump on board.  It’s easy to say
that we notice the youth when they are
around. Maybe it’s a yearning for our own
childhood, maybe it’s running from it, or
maybe we can see the unlocked potential
and beauty that these young people have
inside.  

I often use the above quote from St.
Paul to St. Timothy to encourage the youth
to be good role models and to give them
confidence that they can, in fact, live the
faith in a hostile world, even though they
are young.  Today, I want to flip it around
and call us adults higher as well. How do
we look at the young people in our lives?
Do we listen? Do we seek to understand?
Do we hold contempt for their youth?

For me, one strong belief that has risen
out of working with youth over the years is
that we often underestimate them. Through
our own lives, we can become jaded,
caught up in our own worries and stress, or
simply unaware of the goodness and beau-
ty the young people can bring. They truly
can set an example for us in speech, con-
duct, love, faith, and purity.  I want to
share some stories and quotes from conver-
sations with the youth of our AFC. As the
young people draw adults into technology
relationships, I hope that these examples of
beauty and goodness can encourage you
and draw you closer to Christ as well!
Keep supporting and praying for youth

everywhere. Your smiles, encouragement,
prayers, and witness can make a huge differ-
ence! Just as we notice them, they take note
when we set examples as well.

Quotes from students in our AFC:
“I try to go to daily Mass a few times a week
before school.”
“We should pray the rosary once a week after
school.” “Why not 5 days a week?”
“I see a lot of apathy for the faith in my peers.
How do I get that to go away? I want them to
know Jesus.”
“Can I read for prayer tonight again? I’m going
for a record! Three times in a row!”
“Don’t listen to the discouraging thoughts;
that’s the devil.”
“Sometimes I go to the adoration chapel late at
night. It’s so peaceful in there.”

Other stories about our young people:
- Parent to me after an event regarding the
Mass: “I have seen a student come to Mass
every day since that talk – the topic hit home!”
- Teacher: “At the school Mass this week, a
group of guys decided to SING! And they
could SING! It was beautiful.”
- Stopping into adoration on a random Tuesday
and seeing multiple students in there praying. 

Set an Example – Youth Ministry
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Robotics has been all the buzz at
New Ulm Area Catholic Schools
with the expansion of a new
Robotics program into the high
school and increased participation
of more and more students in both
SAE and CHS! This year, Give to the
Max Day donations are being used
to purchase laptops and
Chromebooks to enhance the
Robotics program. An amazing total
donation of $5,180 was received on
November 16, 2017 – the Minnesota-
wide Give to the Max Day.

Advisor Mrs. Erica DeVries,
along with the assistant advisor Mrs. Janelle Kopacek, lead the Robotics programs at St.
Anthony Elementary, while Mrs. Lenise Brennan is the advisor for the VEX Robotics club and
teaches the Robotics class at Cathedral High School.

On Saturday, November 18, 2017, two Cathedral High School Robotics class teams partici-
pated in the Greater Mankato VRC Tournament at Mankato East High School. The CHS teams
placed 11th and 13th out of a field of 45 teams. Each team, including members John Gillis,
Nathan Hauser, Sam Guldan, Matt Guggisberg, and Leah Schmitt, successfully advanced
through eight qualifying rounds and reached the final elimination rounds. Early in January
we hope to take the Robotics club members from CHS to another competition.

We are very proud of these students and our Robotics programs!

Robotics – Gaining in Popularity at St. Anthony
Elementary and Cathedral High School! 

A total of 342 pounds of goods were collected.  Jennifer and Kenny Deutz’s confirmation
class brought in the most items at 75.  A big thank you to Delaney and Josh Landsteiner for
their help.

The Holy Cross AFC Faith Formation classes 
participated in an annual Thanksgiving Food
Shelf Drive. 
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Area Parishes Celebrate Fall Bru
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unches, Dinners and Fund Raisers
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St. Mary’s Organ Dedicated

Sacramental Preparations

On November 5, an organ
dedication concert at the Church of
St. Mary was held with Nathan
Knutson as the guest artist. The
repertoire Nathan chose for the con-
cert highlighted the versatility and
rich sound of the new instrument.
The three manual rebuilt Holtcamp
organ was installed by the Rutz
Organ Company of Morristown,
Minnesota. Thank you to the staff of
Rutz Organ Company: Roland R.
Rutz, Bev Dahle, Benjamin Klemer,
Russell Draeger and James Douglas.
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Each month Pope Francis urges Christians throughout the world to unite in prayer.  We join our Holy Father
in praying for these intentions:

December 2017
The Elderly:  that the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their wisdom and
experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations.

January 2018
Religious Minorities in Asia:  that Christians and other religious minorities in Asian countries may be able
to practice their faith in full freedom.

February 2018
Say “No” to Corruption:  that those who have material, political or spiritual power may resist any lure of
corruption.

Two Americans Beatified This Fall
By Brenda Lenertz

This fall, two American men born in the United
States were beatified. Beatification is the last step
toward sainthood in the Catholic Church.

Father Stanley Rother was beatified on
September 23 in Oklahoma City. In December of
2016, he was formally recognized by Pope Francis
as a martyr, and is the first
recognized martyr to have
been born in the United
States. Father Stanley
Rother was raised on his
family’s farm in Okarche,
Oklahoma. After becoming
a priest, he felt the call to
missionary work in
Guatemala.  Applying the
‘hands-on’ skills he learned
on the farm enabled him to
help the people in his mis-
sion parish in a remote area of Guatemala. Father
Stanley was vocal in insisting that the dignity and
rights of the poor should be respected.  Following a
stay with his family in the United States, he decided
to return to his parish in Guatemala despite the
death threats that had been made against him.
Choosing to stand with his people, Father Stanley
was murdered in Guatemala in 1981 when three
people broke into the rectory to “disappear” him.
Not wanting to put anyone else in danger, he did
not call out for help.  Because he was killed “in
odium fidei” (in hatred of the faith), a miracle
attributed to his intercession was not needed for his

beatification. He is praised as being a model of faith-
ful discipleship. Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Father Solanus Casey was beatified on
November 18 in Detroit. Born in 1870, he was a
member of the Capuchin Franciscan Order of St.

Joseph in Detroit. Rev. David
Preuss, director of the Solanus
Casey Center said, “He was
not a martyr, or a great
preacher.  He was someone
who was given a menial job.
He was a receptionist, but
when people came to the
door, he gave such loving care
of them that he transformed
them.  Where he goes beyond
us is in his depth of faith and
prayer. It allowed God to use

him for miraculous purposes.” During his lifetime,
Fr. Casey was known as a wonderworker, for his
great faith and for his abilities as a spiritual coun-
selor.  But he was especially known for his great
attention to the sick. Fr. Casey was much sought-
after: wherever he served, people would line up for
blocks for a moment with him.  He was always
ready to listen to anyone at any time – day or night –
and to encourage everyone to “thank God ahead of
time.” By decree of Pope Francis, the miracle that
elevated him to Blessed was a Panamanian woman’s
prayer at his tomb in Detroit that was answered –
her skin disease was healed through his intercession.
Fr. Casey died in 1957. Blessed Solanus Casey, pray for
us!



Baptisms
Emily Adeline Moll, 

daughter of Eric and Sheri Jo Moll
Evelyn Rose Petersen, 

daughter of Tanner and Rebecca Petersen
Waylon Jerome Kirschstein, 

son of Philip and Amy Kirschstein
Carter Richard Bergerson, 

son of Quintin Bergerson and Chloe Albachten

New Members
Robert & Marilyn Rahe
Charles & Linda Deaver
Mitch & Megan Altermatt and family
Jamie & Tiffany Matter and family
Deivin Schnobrich

Marriages
Cory Hillesheim and Tanya Holm
Jon Sellner and Kelsey Krenz
Andy Gleisner and Jessica Brandel
Jason Stueber and Jenna Schugel

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Jerry F. Christiansen
Eldor A. Wilfahrt
Stanley G. Portner
Magdalene V. Scharbach
JoAnn H. Lochner
Ronald L. Drahota Sr.
Dolores F. Sellner
Helen M. Berg

Baptisms
Miles Patrick Drexler, 

son of Dan and Jessica Drexler
Alexander James Drexler, 

son of Glenn and Stephanie Drexler

Marriages
Chad Olson and Courtney Berg

Cathedral

St. John’s

Transitions 
St. George
Baptisms
Bethany Joy Wendinger,

daughter of Eric and Jennifer Wendinger

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Valereigh Jeanette Domeier, 

daughter of Crystal Domeier
Myles Dustin Grausam, 

son of Dustin and Ashley Grausam
Sawyer Carl Hillesheim, 

son of Shawn and Tiffany Hillesheim
Lauren Karen Hintz, 

daughter of Erica Miller
Madden Joseph Hoffmann, 

son of Joseph and Erika Hoffmann
Izabella Sue Larson, 

daughter of Jared and Melissa Larson

New Members
Ben and Kassi Brown
Erik and Nicole Hauth and family
Bill and Cathy Jacobson
Edward and Carmen Reinhart
Leonard and Janet Steffl

Marriages
Drew Pfaff and Stacy Eckstein
Tom Roiger and Staci Mages

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Donald Block Jr.
Marlene Domeier
Jane Seifert

St. Gregory 
Baptisms
Ella Ray Wenninger, 

daughter of Andrew and Jenna Wenninger
Owen Carl Lindquist, 

son of Karl and Kristi Lindquist
Olivia JoAnn DeBoer, 

daughter of Ben and Cassandra DeBoer

Marriages
Kurt Weikle and Robyn Portner
David Hayes and Micaela Magsamen



Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html 

for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
DECEMBER

7 Baptism Class - 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral
8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception -

Holy Day of Obligation
National Night of Prayer for Life

10 Second Sunday of Advent
AFC Penance Service at St. Mary - 2:00 p.m.
DNU Advent Prayer Service - 2:00 p.m. in Tracy
KOC Family Christmas Party - 5:30 p.m.
“A Walk Through the Mass” at St. Mary-7:00 p.m.

13 RCIA Class - 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation - 7:00 p.m.

14 AFC Pastoral Council/Parish Admin. Meeting   
7:00 p.m. at Pastoral Center 

17 Third Sunday of Advent
“A Walk Through the Mass” at St. Mary-7:00 p.m.

20 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m.

23 NUACS Alumni Tournaments
24 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Eve
25 Nativity of the Lord – Holy Day of Obligation
27 No RCIA or Faith Formation Classes
31 Feast of the Holy Family

JANUARY
1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
3 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation - 7:00 p.m. 
Parent Night at St. Mary

4 Baptism Class – 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral
5 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

8:00 a.m. at St. Mary
7 The Epiphany of the Lord

Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.
8 The Baptism of the Lord
9 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

7:00 p.m. at St. Mary

10 RCIA Class - 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral
Faith Formation - 7:00 p.m.
First Communion Parent Meetings

7:00 p.m. at St. Mary and Cathedral
11 CUF Faith and Finances Workshop 

6:00 p.m. in St. Mary’s Social Hall
12 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

8:00 a.m. at St. Mary
14 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. John’s First Communion/Confirmation
Enrollment Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

15 KOC meeting – 6:40 p.m. at Cathedral
16 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

7:00 p.m. at St. Mary
17 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m.
18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins

CUF Faith and Finances Workshop
6:00 p.m. in St. Mary’s Social Hall

19 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study
8:00 a.m. at St. Mary

21 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
COF Super Sunday Sausage Supper at St. Mary

22 Day of Prayer for Legal Protection of the Unborn
23 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

7:00 p.m. at St. Mary
24 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m.
26 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

8:00 a.m. at St. Mary
27 NUACS Snowfest – 3:30-10:30 p.m. at St. Anthony

Elementary
28 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

KOC Pancake Breakfast at St. Mary
30 “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” Study

7:00 p.m. at St. Mary
31 RCIA Class – 6:45 p.m. at Cathedral

Faith Formation – 7:00 p.m.

11

Crossings Contributors:

Matthew Edens
Brenda Lenertz
Mary Loetscher

Sara Rieland

Photo Credits:
Chris Clancy

Matthew Edens
Msgr. Grams

Tammy Klawitter
Mary Loetscher

Terry Zinniel



Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Church of St. Mary
417 South Minnesota St.
New Ulm, Minnesota 56073-2120

Address Service Requested

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 150

New Ulm, MN 56073


