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Message from Monsignor Grams

At meetings I often say that I am data-informed
but not data-driven. Numbers don’t tell the whole
story, but they provide important information. As
we engage in pastoral planning for our area faith
community, I pay attention to the numbers of
baptisms, deaths, marriages, first communions and
confirmations.
This spring I was impressed with the 55
candidates who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation. But I was surprised that 22 potential
candidates were not confirmed -that’s almost a third of the juniors
...we need to go who are registered in our parishes.
Obviously, we need to do a better
where the “fish” job walking with parents when their
are in order to children are baptized and receive
First Communion, and we need to
be effective.
find additional ways to bridge the
gap between third grade and the
junior year of high school.
Pope Francis speaks of the importance of
“accompaniment,” of walking with and supporting
people at their current level of faith. Although this
term may be unfamiliar to some, it is a practice that
has been a part of sacramental preparation for a

long time.
Accompaniment is the
role of parents and
godparents, of
relatives and friends
who share the faith.
Indeed,
accompaniment is a
task shared by the
entire local Christian
community. There are
so many distractions competing for our attention.
We need to be more diligent in supporting one
another at each stage of life and when we are
preparing to receive the sacraments.
Jesus calls us to be “fishers of men.” In
addition to our faith formation programs,
Catholic schools, youth ministry and adult study
programs, we need to go where the “fish” are in
order to be effective. We can’t sit in our pews or
at our desks and expect them to come to us. I try
to share my faith in the Lord wherever I go -even at the gym and grocery store. As a baptized
Christian, whether I’m wearing a Roman collar
or not, I am called to share my faith. All baptized
Christians need to bring the message of the
Gospel to others.
How are we going to reach the 22 young
persons and their families who either chose not to
be confirmed or quietly slipped off our parish
radar? Can we attract all our eligible juniors to
prepare for Confirmation during 2019? Are we
ready to reach out to them and share our faith?
Are we willing to accompany them for a lifetime,
and not simply for a year or two of sacramental
preparation?

Barb Dietz, a recipient of the Diocesan
Distinguished Service Award, on March 20,
2018.
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About the cover: May Crowning celebration
was held on Wednesday, May 9, 2018.

Receiving Holy Communion
By Anita Hoffmann

The gift of receiving “the Body and Blood of Our
Lord, Jesus Christ” in Holy Communion is one which
some may take lightly or as a routine part of attending
Mass. As we were all taught in preparation for First
Holy Communion, we must be prepared and open to
receive Christ.
Sometimes, at a Mass for a funeral or wedding, we
may hear the priest say before Holy Communion,
“Due to the sad divisions that exist within the
Christian churches, we do not have open Communion.
If you are not Catholic or not prepared to receive Holy Communion, you are asked to come forward with
your hand over your heart, for a blessing.”
When attending a funeral, wedding or other celebration of Mass in the Catholic Church, the following guidelines from the U.S. Catholic Bishops are to be followed by all:
“Those who receive Holy Communion should be prepared to receive so great a gift. They should
fast (except for medicines) for at least one hour before receiving the Eucharist and should not be conscious of having committed serious sin.
“Because sharing at the Eucharistic Table is a sign of unity in the Body of Christ, only those in communion with the Catholic Church may receive Holy Communion.
“To invite others who are present to receive Holy Communion implies a unity which does not exist.
Those who do not receive Holy Communion still participate in this rite by praying for unity with Christ
and with each other.”
For more information on this topic, check the website below:
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-eucharist/

“David the King” Study Opens Up Scripture
by Brenda Lenertz

“The pieces of the Bible keep falling into
place…” commented one of the 65 participants
in “David the King,” our latest adult study.
King David causes us to look back toward
Adam’s kingship in the Garden of Eden and
forward toward Christ the King, seeing Christ
as the fulfillment of the line of David. In the
study, we followed the success of King David
as he governed according to God’s mind and
purposes and his failures when he did not. The
story of David was referenced to events and
figures in both the Old and New Testament,
giving us a deeper understanding of our salvation history.
Each session of our six-week study began
with a DVD presentation by Bishop Robert
Barron followed by lively small-group discussion. Consider joining our next AFC adult
study this fall!
A few other “David the King” participant
responses:
• Each study brings greater understanding and
context to the stories in the Bible that we’ve
been reading for years and never quite understand.

• The inspiration of the Holy Spirit is so evident
in the parallels and foreshadowings brought to
light throughout the Old and New Testaments.
Nothing is random. It is a tightly, intricately
woven piece of art that I feel we can only begin
to understand when we continue to study and
pray.
• King David, anointed by God, succeeded when
he trusted God and put him first. He finally
failed when he forgot who gave him his position
and his power. We must be reminded of this
from time to time.
• I always thought the Old Testament was full of
history and interesting stories, but listening to
Bishop Barron clarified the timelines and put a
new spin on things. Relating it to the modern
Church makes me look at things with new eyes.
• I never really thought about the Bible as being
relevant to everything that is happening or was
happening at any point in time… I am paying
more attention to the Mass readings and looking for the underlying meaning of the message.
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AFC Faith Formation Closes with May Crowning
By Deb Pribyl

A May Crowning celebration was held to
close the 2017-18 Holy Cross Area Faith
Community Faith Formation year on
Wednesday, May 9, 2018, at the Church of St.
Mary in New Ulm. Approximately 250 students, families and others from all five parishes gathered for the event. The First
Communicants and Confirmation candidates
processed together carrying flowers to place
at the foot of the statue of Mary. Crowning
Mary were Ellie Martinka, Connor Meier, and
Emma Maudal. The celebration continued
with Scripture, songs, and prayers focused on
Mary, the Mother of God.
At the conclusion of the celebration, students and families were treated to an ice
cream social held in the social hall of the
church. Information and registration for the
upcoming summer events of Summer Blast
Caritas, Totus Tuus, Camps Beloved,
Greatness, and Summit as well as Vacation
Bible School were available at the social.
The staff at each parish are already planning for next year! Faith Formation registration for next fall has been underway for a
month already and is nearing completion.
Holy Cross AFC offers paper registration at
this time. If you need assistance, you can contact the Director of Faith Formation at your
parish.
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Holy Cross AFC Recognizes Graduating Seniors

Graduates of the Holy Cross AFC were recognized at Baccalaureate Masses on Sunday,
May 20, 2018. Students from NUACS and New Ulm High School attended in caps and gowns,
processed in and received a blessing during Mass.
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Holy Cross Area Faith Community Celebrates the S

First Communion at the Church of St. Mary on April 8, 2018.

First Communion at St. John’s on
April 15, 1018.
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First Communion at St. Gregory
the Great on April 22, 2018.

First Communion at St. George on
April 22, 2018.

Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation

First Communion at Cathedral on April 15, 2018.

AFC Confirmation was held on Saturday May 12.
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Youth Ministry
By Matthew Edens

Community in Formation
I recently asked the students who attend
the Huddle Youth Night every Monday to
describe their ideal community. The answers?
Compassion, genuine encouragement, having
faith in and trusting each other, being comfortable with each other, offering a listening ear,
and patient conflict resolution. I would like to
believe we are continuing to build a community like this through Youth Ministry in our AFC.
But don’t take my word for it! I invited
Gabrielle (Elle) Osborne to share some
thoughts on her experiences with YM.
Gabrielle is all set to become a NET Missionary
in Australia beginning January 2019.

A Senior Reflection by Gabrielle Osborne
Youth Ministry has blessed my life greatly in the past
couple of years. I always desired to have a group of
authentic friends centered around helping each other
grow deeper in relationship with the Lord, and that is
exactly what the Lord has given through Matthew Edens
and his encouragement of the youth. It is such a blessing
to have the HTL (How to Live) nights every Monday so
that we can all just come together as friends to discuss
different ways in which we are called to live as disciples
of Christ.
We always start the night with prayer or scripture,
and then share ways in which each of us has personally
experienced God in our lives during the previous week.
It’s good to be reminded each Monday how powerfully
God is working through the little things in life. After this,
we have a discussion on a certain topic regarding “How
to Live,” such as in speech, conduct, or love. Matthew is
always encouraging us not to let others look down on us
because we are young, because of the scripture verse 1
Timothy 4:12. We end the night in prayer, a mirror selfie,
and then a few of us end up staying for an extra half
hour to an hour just hanging out and talking about anything and everything. HTL usually consists of a few random dance breakouts too, in addition to a special night
that was dedicated to learning how to Ballroom Dance
for Prom! I could never thank God enough for surrounding me with so many joyful friends who are on fire with
His love.
I have seen our community changing through youth
ministry in other ways as well. Students are becoming
more bold and confident in their faith, and the CHS
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chapel fills up at break and during adoration
days. For middle schoolers, the youth nights on
Sundays have been another great way that the
youth are able to be free to ask questions about
our Catholic faith and to learn how to grow in it,
all while filled with joy and laughter. Finally, a
favorite of mine has been Lifeline Mass at the
NET Center every month. This is time to just glorify God while surrounded by many others
desiring His heart, and to be informed and
inspired by speakers sharing various ways in
which we can grow. While eating pie at Bakers
Square afterwards, and on the car ride home,
none of us ever seem to run out of things to say
about all of the great blessings we have experienced. Youth Ministry has blessed my life!
Seriously, thank you!!

SUMMER EVENT CALENDAR

You can find sign-up information
on the AFC website!
Summer Blast Caritas:
June 13, 20, 27, July 11, August 15
Totus Tuus:
July 15 – 20
Sunday Youth Nights:
Grades 6-8 from 7:00 – 8:30 P.M. at St. Mary’s
Monday Huddle:
Grades 9-12 from 7:30 – 9:00 P.M.
(doors open at 7:00 P.M.)

Cathedral Middle School Robotics Team
Competes at VEX World Competition

By Sara Rieland

The Cathedral VEX Robotics team competed at the VEX World Competition in
Louisville, Kentucky, from April 25-28, 2018,
against teams from 30 nations. The
Cathedral team placed 37 out of 92 teams in
the Opportunity Division, and was the highest-ranking Minnesota team of the middle
school division. While in Louisville, the CHS
team also found time to take in some of the
local sights. They visited the Louisville
Slugger Museum, the Kentucky Derby
Museum and Churchill Downs, and enjoyed
BMX adventures at the underground Mega
Cavern. Coach Lenise Brennan said, “These
seventh-grade students have worked together since September, designing, building,
rebuilding, and programming a robot. Their
STEM thinking skills, team effort, and desire
to succeed were key to their success. This is
an awesome accomplishment for this firstyear VEX Robotics Team!”

Pictured from left to right are: Evan Bentler, Ricky Koopmann,
Cayden Heck, Brendon DeVries, Miles Boesch, and Noah Mages.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Each month Pope Francis urges Christians throughout the world to unite in prayer. We join our Holy Father
in praying for these intentions:

May 2018: The Mission of the Laity
• That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific mission by responding with creativity to the challenges that
face the world today.
June 2018: Social Networks
• That social networks may work toward that inclusiveness which respects others for their differences.

July 2018: Evangelization: Priests and their Pastoral Ministry
• That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their pastoral work, may find help and comfort in
their intimacy with the Lord and in their friendship with their brother priests.

August 2018: The Treasure of Families
• That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as one of the treasures of humanity.

September 2018: Young People in Africa
• That young people in Africa may have access to education and work in their own countries.
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St. Mary’s

Baptisms

Abigail Anne Achman,
daughter of Andrew and Irene Achman
Hayley Julia Altmann,
daughter of Luke and Crystal Altmann
Luke Charles Braulick,
son of Kevin and Jody Braulick
William Kenneth Deutz,
son of Kenneth and Jennifer Deutz

New Members

Joshua Hoekstra
Theresa Keaveny
Jeff Nagel and Darian Peterson Nagel
Chelsea Teichroew
Riley and Amanda Norman
Laura Schmidt
Peter Schwartz

Marriages

Benito Hernandez and Lorena Gonzalez
Jeff Nagel and Darian Peterson

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Mildred Blesener
Stanley Dittrich
Elmer Guggisberg
Louis Lindmeyer Jr.
Mike Reinarts

St. John’s

New Members
Stacy Melzer

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Donna Groebner
Sharon (Sherry) Kuck

St. Gregory
Baptisms

Kaeden Frank Yost,
son of Frank Yost and Melissa Vogt

New Members

Zachary, Manessa and Hariette Gunnink
Janet Gunnink

Transitions

St. George

No transitions to note for St. George

Cathedral
Baptisms

Charles Douglas Christian,
son of Ryan and Alexandra Christian
Mason Lee Paa,
son of Brandon Paa and Jessica Domeier
Kyzer Alexander Zollner,
son of Tyler Zollner and Lori Moldan
Iverson Andrew Schugel,
son of Eric and Nicole Schugel
Kenneth James Wright Ries,
son of Deana Ries
Kaitlyn Marie Mills Ries,
daughter of Deana Ries

New Members

Jessica Domeier and family
Jacob and Chelsey Mason and family
Heather Hansen and family
Amy Joy Griffiths and family
Tom and Nancy Byrne
Michael and Caitlyn McMahon and family
Craig and Kristine Schwab and family

Marriages

Eric Hauser and Amy Eckstein
Jake Oscarson and Rachel Kienlen
Tony Barton and Michelle Grady
Cody Musel and Emily Lewandoski

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord

Arlene C. Bauer
Aurelia “Tootie” Guggisberg
Catherine L. Helget
Alan “Frank” Schwab
Michael J. Reinhart
Maxine R. Goblirsch
Clarence F. Hacker
Phyllis L. Juni
Florence V. Mohr
Alize L. Zeig
Jerome B. Kral
Arthur T. Meier
Edward G. Saffert
Jerome P. Brunner
Agnes C. Meier

Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html
for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.

JUNE
17 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
18 KOC meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
24 The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity Parish Festival
25 Vacation Bible School at SAE - 9:00 a.m. to noon
26 Vacation Bible School at SAE - 9:00 a.m. to noon
27 Vacation Bible School at SAE - 9:00 a.m. to noon
28 Vacation Bible School at SAE - 9:00 a.m. to noon
29 Vacation Bible School at SAE - 9:00 a.m. to noon
JULY
1 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.
4 Independence Day
St. Mary and Cathedral parish offices closed
8 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
12 Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.
15 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Totus Tuus grades 7-12 at St. Mary 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
16 Totus Tuus grades 1-6 at St. Mary 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m.
Totus Tuus grades 7-12 at St. Mary 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
KOC meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
17 Totus Tuus grades 1-6 at St. Mary 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m.
Totus Tuus grades 7-12 at St. Mary 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
18 Totus Tuus grades 1-6 at St. Mary 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m.
Totus Tuus grades 7-12 at St. Mary 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
19 Totus Tuus grades 1-6 at St. Mary 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m.
Totus Tuus grades 7-12 at St. Mary 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
20 Totus Tuus grades 1-6 at St. Mary 9 a.m. -2:30 p.m.
22 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
29 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

AUGUST
2 Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.
5 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.
6 NUACS Golf Tournament
9 Pastoral Council/Parish Admin. meeting –7:00 p.m.
12 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Gregory the Great Parish Festival
15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
19 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
20 KOC meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
22 First Vows of the Handmaids – 11:00 a.m. at CHT
26 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. John the Baptist Parish Festival
28 NUACS First Day of School
SEPTEMBER
2 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Truth on Tap at Green Mill – 7:45 p.m.
3 Labor Day
St. Mary and Cathedral parish offices closed
5 Faith Formation Opening Mass – 7:00 p.m. at CHT
6 Baptism Class at Cathedral – 6:30 p.m.
9 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. George Parish Festival
16 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Catechetical Sunday
17 KOC meeting at Cathedral – 6:40 p.m.
23 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Mary Parish Festival

May 21 Marked New Marian Feast in the Church

‘Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church’ is the new
memorial for the Blessed Mother to be celebrated each year on
the Monday after Pentecost. Pope Francis, whose devotion to
Mary is well known, established this feast, and it was announced
in a decree by the Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments on March 3 of this year. The veneration of
Mary as Mother of the Church has ancient roots in Catholic tradition, reaching back to St. Augustine and St. Leo the Great. The
title is rooted in New Testament accounts about Mary.
Honoring Mary as Mother of the Church on the day after
Pentecost highlights for Catholics that Mary was present with the
disciples on Pentecost, praying for them as the Holy Spirit
descended. Cardinal Sarah said that Mary, “from the awaiting of
the Spirit at Pentecost, has never ceased to take motherly care of
the pilgrim church on Earth.”
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us!
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