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“The sacred Scriptures grow with the one who reads them.’
Pope St. Gregory the Great
(540-604 AD)

Message from Monsignor Grams
We’ve been blessed with milder weather in
Minnesota this winter. I am told that the
winter of 1982-83 was similar, with even less
snow. While I am looking forward to warmer
weather this spring, I am able to appreciate the
cold and the snow because I know what will
follow. Similarly, the liturgical year, with its
feasts and seasons, helps us
... our faith allows to live one day at a time and
to allow the cyclic celebraus to enjoy the jour- tions of our faith to shape
and form us.
ney and to keep our
Reflecting on the daily
scripture
readings teaches us
eyes on the goal
to appreciate the blessings
and challenges of our lives.
Although blessings and challenges often come
at unexpected times, with greater or lesser
intensity, our faith allows us to enjoy the journey and to keep our eyes on the goal – not a

Online Lenten Resources
FORMED.org
The season of Lent invites each of us to
more profoundly encounter our Heavenly
Father’s love and mercy. Go to
www.formed.org to find many great
resources for all ages. Our parish access
code is ZY2TQG.

trophy or ribbon,
but eternal life. I
confess there are
days and weeks in
my life that I wish
would pass more
quickly than others,
but I have learned
to savor the
moment. I don’t
wish months or entire seasons to pass,
because I trust what will follow.
In addition to scripture with its message
of hope, the rhythms of the liturgical year,
and the four seasons of the calendar, God
gives us other people to accompany us on
our journey toward heaven. Some of these
people are more fun to be with than others.
Some require more patience and kindness
from us.
St. Augustine challenges us to pray each
day for the honey of God’s grace. The vinegar in our souls needs to be displaced by the
sweetness of God’s love. As we transition
from winter to spring, it is important to keep
our eyes focused not just on warmer weather
but on the hope of eternal life. And as we
enter the Lenten season, we have an opportunity to look at ourselves and ask, “ Do others enjoy my company? Am I filled more
with honey -- or vinegar?”

BestLentEver.com
Join Dynamic Catholic for Best Lent Ever, a
free video-based email program
featuring Matthew Kelly. From Ash
Wednesday to Easter, Matthew will help
you identify what stands between you and
happiness… and what to do about
it. Are you ready for your best Lent ever?
WordonFire.org
This site was founded by Bishop Robert
Barron. On the homepage, scroll down to
“Journey Through Lent with Bishop Barron”
and sign up for Lenten reflections.
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops
To access resources, type “USCCB Lenten
Resources” into your preferred web browser.
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About the cover: Parishioners of St. Gregory
the Great celebrated their 75th anniversary with a
Mass and banquet on January 28, 2017.

Retreats for Confirmation
by Julie Soehren
St. John’s Parish was the site of our most
recent confirmation retreat. It is one of the
requirements for Confirmation in our Diocese. A
successful retreat incorporates a variety of techniques and opportunities to help the confirmandi
to grow in their faith.
We started the day with introductions and the
plan for the day, and then joined the St. John’s
parishioners to celebrate Mass. After a quick
“warm-up” game, we presented a series of talks
from the Ascension Press Confirmation Program
called CHOSEN. The topics covered included
“Why Am I Here?”, “The Depth of God’s Love”,
“Repentance/Healing/Reconciliation”, and
“Committing to Christ.”
Adoration, praying the rosary, reconciliation, discussion questions, good food, and games rounded out
the day. The most energetic games included balloons and movie themes. The day concluded with a St.
Anthony and St. Francis medal and a token of Lent to remember the day and their commitment to living for
Christ.

Catholics at the Capitol
Minnesota
Catholic Conference
is sponsoring
“Catholics at the
Capitol” on March
9. Minnesota’s bishops, Church leaders
and Catholics across the state will come
together for a day of inspiration and advocacy
at our State Capitol. To learn more, go to
CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org. or call 651-2278777. Registration is required. If you are
interested in taking part and would like to
take advantage of Diocesan transportation,
contact Deacon Spilman at sspilman@dnu.org.
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LENTEN GUIDELINES
In addition to choosing their own practices of penance
and sacrifice, Catholics are also asked to observe the
practices of fast and abstinence during the 40 days of
Lent. The Lenten Fast and Abstinence Regulations are as
follows:
1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of
Lent.
2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is
bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday,
though all are highly encouraged to do so, health permitting.
3. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full
meatless meal is allowed. Two other smaller meatless
meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken
according to each one's needs, but together they should
not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is
not permitted on these two days, but liquids including
milk and fruit juices are allowed.
When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
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Youth Ministry in the AFC
by Matthew Edens
Thank you to all who attended the visioning
session for youth ministry in our area faith
community. We had a nice mix of youth, parents, and other adults, which led to a good discussion of various viewpoints and ideas.
Overall the session helped us to see three main
things:
The first is that there is a great desire for
youth ministry to “go big” in our AFC. We
desire to serve the youth by offering them consistent opportunities for fellowship, teaching,
volunteering, prayer, and leadership. Looking
to the past, as well as speaking with current
students and parents, a plan is being formed
for how to best move forward to offer as much
as we can to the youth! Be sure to contact
Matthew if you’d like to help.
Secondly, we need to communicate to make
things happen. Everyone has limitations to
their time and number of commitments. Our
AFC offers so many options to be involved and
to serve! This is great, but it also means that to
add more youth ministry to the mix, we need
to communicate about the use of space, volunteers, and similar events. This piece definitely
takes patience as we work out ways to make
things happen.
Lastly, it was driven home again to me how
much we ALL are involved in youth ministry.
While I do coordinate events, we are all responsible for reaching out and sharing our faith and
love that we receive from Jesus. We are all
called to be witnesses. As Pope Francis said
recently, “Go out. Go out and share your testimony; go out and interact with your brothers;
go out and share; go out and ask. Become the
Word in body as well as spirit.”
How does one do this? We look at the youth,
or anyone really, and we love them! It’s not a
checklist, but here are some ideas to start: learn
names; ask about (and remember!) their activities and interests; be genuine; pray for them;
don’t lecture but listen; be consistent. Over
time, we find opportunities to raise relevant
faith questions, and because others begin to see
us not just as teachers, but as witnesses, people
will listen.
While we can always do more, the best part
is that this is already happening! Through the
Broom Tree retreat offered by the Diocese, a
trip to the March for Life, and various other
events and retreats, the young people are
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encountering the beauty and joy of our faith.
Praise the Lord!
Summer 2017
A few of the big events for Summer 2017 are
now on the calendar. Be sure to save the dates!
One of the new events this year is a week-long
summer program called Totus Tuus, which
means “totally yours” in Latin. A four-person
team (2 guys, 2 girls) will visit our AFC to run
the program for students in grades 1-6 during
the daytime of Mon-Fri, and grades 7-12 in the
evenings of Sun-Thurs. This will be a great
complement and “next step” to the VBS program that we already offer!
• Vacation Bible School – June 25-30
• Totus Tuus – July 16-21
• Summer Blast Caritas – June 7, June 21, July
12, August 10
• Diocesan Girls Camp (7th-12th grade) – July
23-27
• Diocesan Boys Camp (middle school) – July
27-30
• Diocesan Boys Camp (high school) – July 30Aug 3
Upcoming Youth Events
The middle school youth nights have started
off well and have been loads of fun! We celebrated New Year’s Eve and the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes together in December and
February. We have at least two more coming up
before the summer. Consider coming to check it
out!
Middle School Youth Nights – March 18 and
April (date TBD) from 7-9:30pm – Evenings of
games, food, hangout time, prayer, and learning. Any students in grades 6-8 are welcome!

Fr. Victor Speaks on
Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration
Fr. Victor
Warkulwiz was
at Cathedral
and St. Mary’s
in late February
to speak at
about
Eucharistic
Adoration.
Father came to
New Ulm in
2011 when we
were beginning
Perpetual
Adoration in
our Holy Cross
Area Faith Community. We are grateful for
the 28 new adorers who responded to Father
Victor’s presentation. Currently there are
approximately 300 individuals and groups
involved in Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
in our Holy Cross Area Faith Community.
If you have never taken advantage of
spending time with our Eucharistic Lord,
you are invited and encouraged to come and
experience it!

Cathedral Organ Work Continues
by Nathan Knutson
The Cathedral pipe organ case is currently being assembled in Nordlie's Sioux
Falls shop. Windchests are being tested, and
casework is being made and set into place.
Shutters for the Swell and Positiv divisions
are complete, and their movements have
been fine-tuned to operate silently.
The large 16-foot pipes were delivered
and installed on the back wall of the
Cathedral in mid-January. The organ blower, wind reservoirs and humidification unit
were installed in the newly finished bell
tower room. As spring approaches, the
organ will be
installed, with
expected completion sometime this summer. We are
grateful for the
fine craftsmanship in JF
Nordlie's men
and women
who are continually working
to build this
one-of-a-kind
organ for our
Cathedral!

Some of our AFC youth took part in the Diocesan retreat at Broom Tree.
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2017 Snowfest ~ A Cool Blast of Big Fun
by Sara Rieland
The St. Anthony Elementary and Holy Trinity Gyms were full of
NUACS friends and supporters on Saturday, February 4 for the annual
Snowfest celebration. The weather was mild and ideal for folks to be
out and about, raising funds for New Ulm Area Catholic Schools.
The doors opened at 3:30 p.m. with Sheephead in the teacher’s
lounge and BINGO in the St. Anthony gym, in addition to a wide variety of games, raffles, the bake sale, and the silent auction. The silent
auction included many wonderful items donated by NUACS families
and friends, as well as themed classroom baskets put together by each
NUACS class. A delicious German-themed dinner was served beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the cafeteria with concertina entertainment provided by Jeff Franta and Nick Stadick. Extremely popular with the
evening crowds were both the wine pull and a bean bag tournament
starting at 5:00 p.m., and then the live auction beginning at 8:30 p.m.
The bidding was frenetic at times with popular items up for bid
including a Branson getaway, jewelry, a generator, CHS sports memorabilia, and much more. It was truly an
incredible evening and very successful due to the behind-the-scenes planning and enormous contributions from a
fantastic team of volunteers.
As NUACS Director of Development, I am happy to report that Snowfest 2017 was a huge success! It was a
great opportunity for NUACS parents and community members to get together and socialize while raising funds
for our wonderful school. Thank you to the committee and volunteers who worked many hours to deliver such a
great event.”
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
Each month Pope Francis urges Christians
throughout the world to unite in prayer. We join
our Holy Father in praying for these intentions:
March 2017
• Support for persecuted Christians: that persecuted Christians may be supported by the
prayers and material help of the whole Church.
April 2017
• Young people: that young people may respond
generously to their vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to God in the priesthood or consecrated life.
May 2017
• Christians in Africa: that Christians in Africa, in
imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give
prophetic witness to reconciliation, justice and
peace.
June 2017
• National leaders: that national leaders may
firmly commit themselves to ending the arms
trade, which victimizes so many innocent people.
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Transitions
St. John’s

Cathedral

Baptisms

Baptisms

Ezra Samuel Sobania,
son of Matthew and Jessie Sobania

St. Mary’s
Baptisms
Brooks Andrew Dickinson,
son of Andrew and Kayla Dickinson
Jacob James Howk,
son of Andrew and Nikina Howk
Nathan MarvinKrohn
son of Richard and Jennifer Krohn
Ryker James Skorczewski,
son of Dylan Skorczewski and Jordan Bode

New Members
Carolyn Bertrand
Jason and Casie Miller and Family
Benedict Gitter
Anthony and Jeanette Schulz and Family

Marriages
Nathan Zabel and Megan Tietz

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Cecelia Marie Schwarz
Paul G. Kotten

St. Gregory
New Members

Alexander Michael Leslie,
son of Cody and Jennifer Leslie
Haakon Kevin Rick Wald,
son of Tallen and Kristine Wald
Isaac Thomas Hazuka,
son of Tom and Allison Hazuka
Liliana Rose Buboltz,
daughter of Paul and Candy Buboltz
Piper Dee Hans,
daughter of Benjamin and Penny Hans
Wrenley Rose Kunkel,
daughter of Justin and Jami Kunkel
Colten Joseph Bailey,
son of Dale and Rebecca Bailey

New Members
Sharline Fischer
Anna Griebel
Corey Hillesheim
Tanya Holm
Britnay Johnson
Elizabeth Miller
Joseph Moldaschel

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Harold Braulick
William Goebel
Charles “Chuck” Tastel
Florence Wiltscheck
Vernon “Vern” Bednarek
Odelia Forst
Jerome Schultz
Dennis Simmet
Norbert Byer
Luverne Fischer
Ruth Wilfahrt
Clement “Clem” Hoffman
Curt Tauer
Renee Eckstrand

Dan Johnson

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Alice Hanson

St. George
New Members
James & Elizabeth Murray
Kyle & Tina Lebrun & Family .

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord
Francis Schwab
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Calendar of Events for Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Please visit http://www.holycrossafc.org/afc-calendar.html
for a complete and up-to-date calendar listing.
MARCH
5 First Sunday of Lent
Rite of Election at Cathedral at 3:00 p.m.
Truth on Tap at Green Mill at 7:30 p.m.
8 Catholic HS Large Band Concert at
2:00 p.m. in the Cathedral High School
Gym
Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
9 Catholics at the Capitol at 9:00 a.m.
12 Second Sunday of Lent
Daylight Saving Time begins
15 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
16 CCW Regional Spring Gathering at
Cathedral with registration beginning at
5:30 p.m.
17 St. Mary 1st Communion Learning
Centers at 3:00 p.m.
18 St. Mary 1st Communion Learning
Centers at 8:00 a.m.
Public Square Rosary Rally at St. Mary’s
at 9:15 a.m.
Spring Fever Event at St. George Middle
School Youth Night at 7:00 p.m. at CHT
19 Third Sunday of Lent
Cathedral CCW Sauerkraut and
Dumpling Dinner at St. Mary’s from
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
22 Faith Formation/Religious Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
23 Bishop Lucker Lecture Series in Redwood
Falls at 7:00 p.m.
25 Spring Fever Event at St. George
26 Fourth Sunday of Lent
Spring Fever Matinee Event at St. George
29 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
APRIL
2 Fifth Sunday of Lent
NU Jr. Baseball Pancake Breakfast at St.
Mary’s from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Spring Fundraiser at St. John’s at
11:30 a.m.
5 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
Parent Night at St. Mary’s
6 Baptism Class at Cathedral at 6:30 p.m.
Diocesan Chrism Mass in Murdock at
7:00 p.m.

9 Palm Sunday
St. Mary CCW Brunch at 9:30 a.m.
12 No Faith Formation or Religious Ed
Classes
13 Holy Thursday: Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper
14 Good Friday: Passion of the Lord
15 Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil
16 Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
17 American Red Cross Blood Drive at St.
Mary’s from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m.
19 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
20 HCAFC Admin/Pastoral Council Meeting
at 7:00 p.m. at Pastoral Center
23 Divine Mercy Sunday
St. Mary 1st Communion at 9:00 a.m.
St. Gregory CCW Brunch Fundraiser at
11:30 a.m.
26 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
27 Diocesan White Mass at Cathedral at
7:00 p.m.
29 Diocesan CCW Convention in Sleepy Eye
from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
30 St. John 1st Communion at 10:30 a.m.
Cathedral 1st Communion at 1:30 p.m.
MAY
3 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed Classes at
7:00 p.m.
4 Baptism Class at Cathedral at 6:30 p.m.
7 St. George 1st Communion at 8:30 a.m.
St. Gregory 1st Communion at 10:30 a.m.
10 Faith Formation/Relig. Ed May Crowning
and Ice Cream Social at 7:00 p.m. at
St. Mary’s
13 HCAFC Confirmation at St. Mary’s at
5:30 p.m.
21 Baccalaureate Masses at all HCAFC
worship sites
Cathedral High School Graduation at
2:00 p.m.
26 New Ulm Public Schools Graduation
28 Ascension of the Lord
29 Memorial Day: All parish offices will be
closed

11

Holy Cross Area Faith Community
Church of St. Mary
417 South Minnesota St.
New Ulm, Minnesota 56073-2120
Change Service Requested

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S.POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 150
New Ulm, MN 56073

